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ANSWEIt TO A PAPER CALLED A ME- 
MORIAL* OF THE POOR INHABIT- 
ANTS, TRADESMEN, AND LABOURERS 
OF THE KINGDOM OF IRELAND. 



SIR, t)ublin; March 25, 1728. 

i RECEIVED a i)a{)er ftom you, whoever you 
are, printed without any name of author or printer^ 
dnd sent, I suppose, to me among others without any- 
particular distinction. It contains a complaint of 
the dearnesis of icorh ; and some schemes for making 
it cheaper, which I cannot approve of. 

Bui pray permit me, before I go farther, to give 
you a short history of the steps by which we arrived 
at this hopeful situation. 

It was indeed the shandeful practice of too many 
Irish farmers^ to wear out their ground with plough-: 
ing ; while; either through poverty, laziness, or ig-i 
ilorance-, they toeither took care to manure it as they 
ought, nor gave time to any part of the land to reco- 
ver itself; and when their leases were near expiring, 
being Assured that their landlords would not renew, 
they ploughed even the meadows, and made such 
havock, that ihany landlords were considerable suf- 
ferers by it. 

This gave birth to that abominable race of graziers,, 
who, upon expiration ' of the farmers leases, were 
ready to eiigrOss great qtantities of land ; and the- 
gentlemen having been before often ill paid, and their* 
knd worn out of heart, were too eafily tempted, 

♦ The memorial was written by sir Joha Browne. N. 
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# AH dLKStVER TO 

whea a rich grazier xnade an offer to take all their 
land, and give them securitj for payment. Thus, a 
vaft traft of land, where twenty or thirty farmeri 
lived, together with their cottagers and labourer:; in 
their several cabins, became all desolate, and easily 
managed by o^e or two herdsmen and their boys ; 
whereby the master grazier, with little trouble^ seized 
to himself the livelihood of a hundred people. 

It must be confessed, that the farmers were justly 
nuniahcd for their knavery, brutality, and folly. 
But neither are the squires and landlords to be ex- 
cused ; for to them is owing the depopulating of the 
country, the vast number of beggars, apd the ruin of 
tboie rew sorry improreuieBts we had* 

That farmers ihould be limited in ploughing, is 
tery reafsonable, and practised in £nglao4; and 
nii^ht have easily been done here b^ penal clauses ia 
their leases : bnt to deprive them in a manner alto«> 
gether from tilling their^ lands, waa a most stupid 
want of thinking. 

Had the farmers been confined to plough a certain 
quantity of . land, with a penalty of ten pounds an 
acre for whatever thev exceeded, and farther limited 
lor the three or four laft years c^ their leases, aB this, 
evil had been prevented; the natioa woul^ have 
saved a million of money ; and been more populona 
by above two hundred thousand souls. 

For a people, denied the benefit of trade, to ma* 
nage their lands in such a manner as to produce no-* 
thing, but what they are forbidden to trade with, or 
only such things, as they can neither export, nor ma« 
nunicture to advantage, is an absurdity that a wild 
Indian would be ashamed of; especially when we^ 
add, that we are content to purchase this hdpefUl. 
commerce, by sending to fordgn markets fior our 
daily bread. 

The grazier's employment is to feed great flocks of 
aheep^ or Uack cattle^ or both. With regard to 
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▲ MEMORIAL, &:C« 5 

sbeep, as folly is usually accompanied with perverse- 
ness, so it Is here. There is something so moniirous 
to deal in a commodity (farther than for our own use) 
which we are not allowed to export manufactured^, 
nor even unmanufactured, but to one certain country^ 
and only to some few ports in that country 4 there is, 
I say, something so sottish, that it wants a name in 
cur language to express it by: and the good of it is, 
that the niore Iheep we fauvc, the fewer human crea- . 
tures are left to wear the wool, or cat the flefli. Ajax 
was mad, when he mistook a flock of sheep for his 
enemies : but we shall never be sober, until we have 
the same way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier's business is, what 
we call black cattle, producing hides, tallow, and* 
beef for exportation : all which are good and useful 
commodities, if rightly managed. But it seems, the* 
greateff part of the hides are sent out raw, for want 
of bark to tan them ;. and that want will daily grow- 
stronger ; for, I doubt, the new project of tanning, 
without it is at an. end. Our beef, 1 am afraid, still 
continues scandalous in foreign markets for the old 
reasons. But our fallow, for any thing I know, may' 
be good. However, to bestow the whole kingdooi 
on beef and mutton, and thereby drive out half tho 
people, who should eat their share, and force the 
rest, to send sometimes as far as Egypt for bread to. 
eat with it, is <a most peculiar and distinguished 
piece of public economy, of which I have no (X>m« 
prehension. 

, i know very well that our ancestorsthe Scythians,. 
«nd their posterity our kinsmen the Tartars, lived 
upon the blood, and milk, and raw flesh of their cat-<p 
' tie, without one grain of com ; but I confess myself 
so degenerate, that I am not easy without bread ta 
my victuals. • 

What amazed me for a week or two, was to see, 
ia this prodigious plenty of cattle^ and dearth of hu« 
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man creatures, and want of bread, a$ ive!f iis money 
to bay it, that all kind of flesh meat should be maa^ 
strously dear« bej^md what was trer known in this 
ktogdom. I thought k a dcfeft in the laws, that- 
there was not some regnUtioo in the priee of fleshy- 
aB well as bread: but I imagine rojseif to have, 
guessed out the reason : in shpn, 1 am apt to think, 
that the whole Idngdom is ovmlodced with cattle, 
both blaok and white : and as it is observed, that the 
poor Irish have a Tantty to be rather owneTs of two - 
leaa eows, than one fat, although with double the 
cterge of grazing, and bat i^alf the quantity of milk ; 
so I cooceire it much more difficult at present, to 
find a fat bullodc or wether, than it would be if half 
of them were fairly knocked on the head : for I am.' 
assured, that the distriet in the several markets, ealled 
carrion sow, is as reasonable as the poor can desire ; 
only the ctrcuaiiftaBCes of money to purchase it, and 
of trade, or labour* tc puischase that money, are iiH. 
deed wfaoUy wanting. 

Now, sir, to return more particulariy to you, ancl 
^our memorial* 

A hundred thousand barrels of wheat, you say, 
ahould be imported hither ; and tea thousand pounds 
premium to the importers. Have yqu kM>ked into» 
die purse of the nation ? I .am no commissioner oi 
the treasury ; but am well assured, that the whole 
sunning cash would not supply you with a sum to^ 
]»urdia8e so much coom, which only, at twenty shil- 
lings a barrel, will be a hundred thousand pounds t 
and ten thousand more for the premium* But yon 
will trilfliek for your com with otte* goods? and 
where are those goods ? if you had them, they are 
all engaged to pay the rents of absentees, and other 
occasions in London, be»de a huge bdlanca of tcide 
this year against us. Will foreigners take our bankers 
{mper ? I suppose tii^ will value it at Uttle mor# 
than m much a ^re. Wbeie ace these rich tdxcaeek 
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and eagfOHcrs of com, in so bad a ycair» and so little 
sowing? 

You are in pain for two ihillings premidm^ and - 
forget the twenty ihiUui«;8 iot the price; find me out 
the latter^ and I will engage for the former. 

Your 8cheme for a tax for raising such a sum ia 
all vi^onary, and owing to a great want of know- 
ledge in the miserable state of this nation.. Tea, 
orarce, sugar, spices, wine, and foitign cloths, are 
the particulars you oiention, upon which this tax 
should be raised. I will allow the two iirst; because 
they are unwholesome^ and the last, beciuse I should 
be glad if they were all burned ; but I beg you will 
leave us our wine to make us a while forget our 
misery; or g^tc your tenants leave to plmigh for* 
barley. Bnt 1 will tell you a secret, which I learned^ 
many years s^o from the commissioners of the cus^ 
toms in London; they said, when any commodity 
9ppeznd to be taxed above a moderate rate, the cot>«^ 
sequence was, to lessen that bninch of the reirenue 
hjr OBA half ; and one of those gentlemen pleasantly 
told me, that the mistake of parliaments, on such. 
QCcasioBS, was owing to an emmr of computings two 
and two to make four ; whereas in the business o£ 
laying impositions, two and two never made nnore 
than one ; which happens by lessening the import, 
and the iimng temptation of running aucfa goods as 
paid high duties, at least in this kingdom. Altbought 
the women are as vain and extravagant, as their lovers 
or their husbands can deserve ; and the men are ,^MHf 
enough of wine; yet the number of both, who catr 
aflfbrd such expenses, is so small, that the-inajor pare 
must refiise gratifying themselves, and the duties^ wUt 
rather be lessened than tnereased.' But, allo^i^ing no 
force IB this argument; yet so preternatural a sum, 
as one hundred and ten thousand pounds, raised att 
on a sudden (for there is no daMying: with hunger> 
isJuH 10 prapoltioii'wMi raisings miUiTQ ^j^wbMI 
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m England; whieh, ai things noW fttatid, would 
probably bting that opulent kingdom under some; 
di£iculties. 

You, aire (concerned how strange and Sufprisihg it 
tvould be in foreign parts to heair that the pdor were * 
Starving in a rich country. Sec, Are you in earnest ? 
is Ireland the rich country you mean ? or are yoii 
insulting our poverty ? were you ever out of Ireland ? " 
or were -you ever in it till of late ? You may pro- 
bably hav^.a good employment^ and are saving all- 
you can to purchase a good estate in England. But' 
by talking so. familiarly of one hundred Sind ten thou* 
sand pounds, by a tax upon a few commodities^ it is 
plain, you are eitfaer naturally or affectedly ignorant 
of OUT present condition ; or else you would know 
and allow, that such a sum is not to be raised here^* 
^Without a general excise ; since in proportion to our* 
wealth, we pay already in taxes more than England 
fever didi in the height^of war. And when you have 
brought over your corn, who will be the buyers ? • 
most certainly not the poor, who wiU not be able to 
purchase the twentieth part of it. * 

Sirj upon the. whole, your papcris a very crude 
piece^ liable to 'more objections than there are lines ; 
but, I thinl(, your meaning is good» and so far you 
are pardonable. 

If you will propose a general contribution for sup* 
porting the poor in potatoes and buttermilk, till the 
9ew corn comes in> perhaps you may succeed better ^ 
because the thing at least is possible : and 1 think if 
our, brethren in England would contribute upon this 
emergency, out of the milhon they gain from us every 
year,, they would do a piece of justice as well as cha- 
rity4 In the mean time, go and preach to yoUr own 
tenants, to fall to the plough 9s fast as they can ;• and 
prevail with your neighbouring squires^ to do the 
same with theirs ; or else die with the guilt of having 
driyea 4way half the inhabitaots^ m^sta^rflng th^ 
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tett. For a« to your schcnve of raising one hundred 
and ten thousand ixiundsy it is as vain as that of Ra* 
beiais ; which was to squeeze out wind, from the ' 
posterioufs of a dead ass. 

JButy why all this concern for the poor? We 
want them not as the country is now managed ; they 
may follow thousands of their leaders, and seek their 
bread abroad. Where the plough has no work, one 
family can do the business of fifty, and you may send 
away the other forty-nine. An admirable piece of 
husl^dry, never known or practised by the wisest 
nations, who erroneously thought people to be the 
riches of a country ! 

If so wretched a state of things would allow if, 
methinks I could have a malicious pleasure, after all 
the warning I have in vain given the publick, at my 
own peril, for several years past, to see the conse- 
quences and events answering in every particular. I 
pretend to no sagadty : what 1 writ was little more 
than what I had discoursed to several persons, who 
were generally of my opinion : and it was obvious 
to every comnnon understanding, that such efibct* 
must needs follow from such causes. A fair issue of 
things begun upon party r^e, while some sacriliiced 
the publick to fury, and others to ambition : while a 
spirit of faction and oppression reigned in every part 
of the country, svhere gendemen, instead of consult* 
ing the ease of their tenants, or cultivating tlieirlands« 
were worrying one another u(>on points of whig and 
tory, of high church and low- church ; which no 
more concerned them than the long and famous con- 
troversy of strops for razors : while agriculture waa 
wholly discouraged, and consequently half the 
Tarmers and labourers, and poorer tradesmen, forced 
to beggary or banishment. " Wisdom crieth in the 
streets ; because I have called on you ;! I have 
stretched out. my hand« and bo man regarded. But 
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ye have set at nought all my counsels, and woiiltt 
none of my reproof. I also will laiigh at yodr cala- 
mity, and mock when yotir fear bomcth." 

I have now done with your memorial, ind freely- 
fexcMse your mistakes, since you appear to \i^rite as a 
stranger, and as of a country which is left atliberty to 
enjoy the benefits of nature, and to niake the best of 
those advantages which God haS given it, in isbil, cli- 
mate, and situation. 

But having lately sent otit a paper, entitled. A, 
Short Vi<iw of the State of Ireland; and. hearing of 
n,n objection, that som^ people think I have treated 
the memory of the late lord chief jiistice Whitshed 
with an apt)earance of severity : since I may hot pro- 
bably have another opportuhity of eiplaihing myself 
in that particular, I chbose to do it here : laying it 
therefore down for a postulatum, which I suppose' 
>Vill be universally granted, that no little creature of 
so mean a birth and genius, had ever the honour to 
be a greater enemy to his country, and to ill kinds 
of virtpe than HE, I answer thus; whether therie be 
two different goddesses called Fame, aS some authors 
tontend, or only one goddess sounding two different' 
trumpets, it is certain, that people distinguished for' 
their villany, hare as good a title to a blast from the' 
proper trumpet, as those who are most renowned 
for their virtues, have from the other ; arid have 
equal reason to complain if it be refused theni. And 
accordingly the names of the most celebrated pro-i" 
fligates, have been faithfully transmitted down to * 
posterity. And although the person here understood^ 
acted his part in an obscure corner of the world, yet 
his talents might have shone with lustra enbughj ia 
the noblest scene. 

As to my naming a person dead, the plain honest 
ireason is the best. He was armed with power and 
Viili to do mischief> even where he. was not pro« 
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Toked; as appeared by his prosecuting two prlnr 
ters^y one to death, and both to ruin, who had 
iieither offended^ pod, no^ tlie king, nor him, n^r the 
publick. 

What an cncours^gcment to vice is this ? If ^n ill 
man be alive, and in power, we dare not attack him ; 
and if he be weary of the world, or of his own vil- 
lanies, he has nothing to do bv^t die, and then his 
reputation is safe. For, these expell^Qt casuists know 
just Latin enough to have heard a most foolish pre*? 
cept, thsLt.de mortuis nil nisi bonum ; so that if Socrates, 
and Anytus bis accuser, had happened to die 
together, the charity of survivors must either have 
obliged them to hold their peace, or to ^x the same 
character on bolb. The only crime of charging the 
^cad is, when the least doubt remains whether the 
accusation be true ; but when nien are openly aban- 
doned, and lost to all shs^me, they have no reason tq 
think it hard, if their memory be reproached. Whor 
^ver reports, or otherwise publishes, any thing whicl^ 
it is possible inay be false^j that nian is a slanderer ; 
hie niger est, hunc tu^ Rotnancy caveto. Even the leas^ 
misrepresentation, or aggravation of facts^ deserve^ 
the same censure in so.me degree : but in this case t 
am quite deceived, if my errour has not been on the 
$ide of extenuation. 

I have qow present before nie the i^ea of some 
persons (I kno\v not in what part of the world) who 
$pend every nioment of their lives, and every turn of 
' their thoughts while they are awake (and probably 
pf their dreams while they §leep) in th? most detest-, 
able actions and designs ; who delight in mischief, 
scandal, and obloquy, with the hatred and contempt 
pf all mankind against them • b\;t chiefly of those 
' among their own party, and their owft family ; 
fucb> whose odious qualities rival es^ch other io^. 

* E4war4 Waters and John Harding. F, * 
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perfection ; avarice, brutality, faction^ pride, malice, 
treachery, noise, impudence, dulness, ignorance, 
vanity, and revenge, contending every moment for 
superiority in their breasts. ' Such creatures are not 
to be reformed ; neither is it prudent, or safe to at- 
tempt a reformation. Yet, although their memories 
'will rot, there may be some benefit foir their sur« 
VivorSf to smell it while it is rotting. I am» Sir, 
Your humble servant« 

A,B. 
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MAXIMS CONTROLLED IN IRELAND** 



TH£ TKU'TH 6F MAXIMS IN STATE AND GOVERN-* 
HBNT EXAMINED WITH 1l|if£RENC£ TO IRE- 
LAND. WRITTEN IN 1724. 

THERE are certain maxims of state, foonded 
upon long observation and experience, drawn from 
the constant practice of the wisest nations, and from 
the very principles of government, nor even con- 
trolled by any writer upon politicks. Yet al} these 
Tnaxims do necessarily presuppose a kingdom, or 
commonwealth, to have the same natural rights com* 
mon to the rest of mankind, who have entered into 
civil society t for, if we could conceive a nation 
-where each of the inhabitants had but one eye, one 
leg, and one hand, it is plain, before you tov\d in- 
stitute them into a republick, that an allowance must 
he made for .those material defects, wherein they 
differed from other mortals. Or imagine a legisla- 
ture forming a system for the government of Bedlam, 
Rnd* proceeding upon the maxim that man is a so- 
ciable animal, should draw them out of their cells 
and form them into cor|)orations or general assem- 
blies ; the consequence might probably be, that they 
^ould fall foul on eachother,*or burn the house over 
tbcit own heads* V 

Of the like nature, are innumerable errours A^m* 
mitted by crude and short thinkers, who reason upon 
general topicks, without the least allowance for the 
iHost important circumstances, whieh (juite alter the 
nature of the case. • 

* 8^ iti the fourteehth volume an Essay ou the Absurdities 
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14 MAXIMS GOMTROLLEli IN IRELAND. 

This has been the fate of those small dealers, who 
are every day publishing their thoughts, eitheron paper 
or in their assemblies, for improving the trade of Ire- 
land, and referring us to the practice and example of 
England, Holland, France, or other nations. 

I shall therefore ei^amine certain ma|;ims of go. 
vernmenty which generally pass for uncontrolled in 
the world, and consider how far they will suit with 
the present condition of this kingdom. 

First, it is affirjned by wise men; that the dearness 
of things necessary for life, in a fruitful country, is 
a certain sign of wealth, and great commerce; for, 
when .such necessaries are de^r, it must absolutel/ 
follo\y that money is cheap and plentiful. 

But this is manifestly false in Ireland, for the fol- 
lowing reason. Some years ago, the species of mo- 
ney here, did probably amount to six or seyen hun- 
dred thousand pounds ; and I have good c^use to 
believe, that oqr remittances then, did not n;uch ex- 
ceed the ca^h brought in to us. But, by the pro- 
digious disco ur^em en ts we have since received ia 
f very branch of our trade, by the frequent enforce?- 
ments and rigorpus execution of the navigation act» 
the tyranny of under custon^house ofScers, the yearly 
.addition of absentees, the payments to regiments 
abroad, to pivil ^nd military ofEcers residing ia 
England, the unexpected sudden demands of great 
3ums from the treasury, and some other drains of 
perhaps as great consequence, we now see ourselves 
reduced to a state (since we have no friends) of being 
pitied by our enemies ; at le^t. if our enemies were 
of such a kijitd, as to be capable of any regards to^ 
wards us, except of hatre^I and contempt. 

Forty years are now passed since the revolution, 
when the contention of the British empire was mos( 
pnfortunately for us, and altogether against the usual 
fourse of such mighty changes in government, de- 
cided in the least important Ration j^ but mih s\\cJ£k 
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kterages and tutn escecuted on both sides, as to leave 
the kingdom a desert^ which in some sort it still 
continueis. Neither did the long rebellions in 1641^ 
make half such a destructiob of houses, plantations^ 
and p^rson^l wealth, in both kingdoms, as two* 
jears campaigns did in ours, bj fighting Engfand's 
battles. 

By slow degrees, as by thfc gentle treatment we* 
T€ceived under two auspicious rei^s, we grew able 
to live without running iii debt. Our absentees were 
hut few t w^ had great indulgence in trader and a 
considerable share in employments of church and 
state; and while the short leases continued, which 
-were let some years after the war ended, tenants paid' 
tlieir rents with ease and cheerfulness, to the great 
3«gret of their landlords, who had taken up a spirit' 
cf opposition that is not easily removed. And al«< 
though, in these short leases, the rent was gradually 
to increase after short periods; yet as soon as the 
terms elapsed, the land was let to the highest bidder,- 
most commonly withofit the least effectual clause for 
building or planting. Yet, by many advantages* 
which this island then possessed, and has since ut« 
terly lost, the rents of hinds still grew higher upon 
every lease that expired, till they have arrived at the 
present exorbitance; when the frog overswelling 
himself, burst at last. 

"With the price of land, of necessity rose that of 
com and cattle, and all other commodities that far- 
mers deal in: hence likewise, obviously, the rates of' 
all goods and manufactures among shopkeepers, the 
wages of servants, and hire of labourers. But al^ - 
though oar miseries came on fast, with neither trade 
nor money left; yet neither will the landlord abate 
in his rent, nor can the tenant abate in the price of 
what that rent must be paid with, nor any shopkeeper^ 
tradesman, or labourer live, at lower expense for food 
and dothiog* than he did before^ 
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I have been the larorer upon this first head, becattflS^ 
the same obterva^tocs iVill clear up and ttrengthcw 
a ^lOd deal of vrhat I shall affirm upon the rett« 

The second maxim of those who reason opoa trade 
Sod government, is, to assert that low interest^ it al 
Certain sign of great plenty of money in a nation, for 
which, as in many other articles, they produce t\m 
examples of HolUnd aftd England. Bi»t, with rela* 
tion to Ireland, this maxim is likewise entirely false* - 

There are two reasons for the lowness of interest 
in any country. First, that which is usually aU 
leged, the great plenty of species ; and this is obvious^ 
The second, is want of trade, which seldom iwiim^ 
under common observation, although it be equalljp^ 
true: for, where trade is altogether discouraged^ 
there ait few borrowers. In those eountrtes where 
men can employ a large stocky the young merchsott 
whose fortune may be four or five hundred pounds^- 
will venture to borrow as much more, and can a&rd 
a reasonable interest. Neither is it easy at this day^ 
. to find many of those, whose business reaches to em« 
|iloy even so inconsiderable a sum, except among the 
importers of wine, who, as they have most part of - 
the present trade in these parts of Ireland in their 
hands, so they are the most exorbitant, exacting^ 
fraudulent dealers, thuever trafficked in any natioB^ 
and are making all possible speed to rain both them* 
selves and the nation. 

From this defect of gentlemen's not knowing hovr- 
to dispose of their ready numey, arises the high pur*< 
chase of lands, which in^ all other countries is reck* . 
ooed a sign of wealth. For, the frugal squires, who 
live below their incomes, have no other way to dis« 
pose of their savings but by mortgage or pirchaar^ 
by which the rates of land must naturally increase; 
and if this trade continues long, under the uncer« 
tainty of rents, the landed men of ready money will 
£nd It xnore for their adrantage to send their cash so 
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Eo^find, and place it in the funds; which I myself" 
un determined to do, the first considerable sum I 
shall be master of. 

It has likewise been a maxiim among politicians^ 
**. That the great increase of buildings in the me- ' 
tropolisy argues a flonrisbing state." Bat this, I' 
confess, has been controlled from the example of Lon- 
don; when by the long and annual parliamentary 
session, such a number of senators, with their fami-' 
lies, friends, adhenents, and cxpectieftits, draw such' 
prodigious numbers to that city, that the old hos*' 
pitahiexustom of lords and gentletnen Hying in their' 
ancient seats among their tenants, is almost lost' 
in £ngland ; is laughed out of doors ^ insomuch' 
that in the middle of summer, a legal house of lords 
and commons might be brought in a few hours to 
London^ from their country villas within twelve miles ' 
itKind. ( 

The case in Ireland is y^t somewhat worse : for 
the absentees of great estates, who, if they lived at- 
Home, would have many rich retainecs in their' neigh- 
bourhoods, have learned to rack their lands, and 
Morten their leases, as much as any residing squire ; 
and the few remaining of those latter, having some 
vain hope of employments for themselves, or their 
children, and discouraged by the beggarliness and 
thievery of their own miserable farmers and cottagers, 
or seduced Ijy the vanity of their wives; on pretence » 
of their children's education, (whereof the fruits- 
arc so apparent) together with that most wonderful, 
and yet more unaccountable zeal, for a «eat in their 
assembly, though at some years purchase of their- 
whole estates : these, and some other motives, have* 
drawn such concourse to this beggarly city, that the 
dcal^B of the several branches of building, have 
found out all the commodious and inviting places 
for erecting new houses ; while fifteen hundred of* 
the old ones, which is a seventh part of the whole 
C3 



18 MAXrMs coMtmoLLtD Tn t&ctAins* 

city, »c taid to be left uninbabited, and falllii^' 
to ruin. Their method is the same with that which 
was first introduced by Dr. Barebone at London , 
who died a bankrupt. The aieson, the bridclayer, 
the 4iarpenter, the slater, and the glazier, take a iof * 
of ground, club to build one or more^ bouses, unite 
their credit, their stock, and their money; and 
when their work is finished, sell it tothebest advan^ 
tage they can. But, at it oftea happens, and neiore . 
every day, that their fund will not answer half their 
design, they are forced to undersell it at the f^t 
story, and are all Educed to be^ary. Inaofxmck 
that I know a certain fanatk;k brewer, who k ro^ 
ported to hsve some hundreds of houses in this to wn, 
13 said to have purehased the greatest part of them ot^ 
half value from ruined undertakers ; has intelligence - 
of all new houses where the finishing is at a standi 
takes advantage of the builder's distress, and, by th«: 
advantage of ready money, ^tis ^yper cent* at least 
for his bargain. 

It is another nndispnted maxim in govemtnenty. 
** That people are the riches of a nation ;" whtck 

19 so universally granted, that it will be teurdly par- 
donable to bring it into doubt.. And I will prrant- 
it to be so far, true, even in this island, that if we- 
had the African custom, or privilege^ of selling our 
useless bodies for slaves to foreigners, it would be 
the most useful branch of our trade, by ridding ua 
of a most unsupportable burden, and bringing u» 
money in- the stead* But, in otir ptresent situa^ionv 
at least five children in six who are born, lie a At^d^ 
weight upon us, for want of employment, hmth 
very skilful computer assured- me, that i^ore otto? 
half of the souls in this kingdom, sap]>orted th«ffik' 
aehfctby begging and thievery; two thirds wheveofi 
would be able to get their bread in any other cotin*^ 
try upon earth. Trade is. the only incitement toe 
khour; whc«e that UAs^ the poorer natire. m»tr 
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^ther^gf titeal, or starve, or be forced to quit hi!^ 
^ ^ unt ry. This has made me often wish, for sonte 
yeaiB post, dMt instead of discouraging our people 
from seeking foreign soil, tiie publick would rather 
paj for trsnsporting all our unnecessary mortals^ 
-wjbelher fKipisls or protestaiits, to America ; as drftw-* 
b^ks are sometimes allowed for exporting cOmmd* 
dities» where a nation is overstocked. I confess mj« 
self to be touched with a very sensible pleasure, when 
1 bear of a mortality in any country parish or village* 
where the wretches are forced to pay £>r a filthy cabin, 
and two ridgesof potatoes, treble the worth ; brought 
up to steal or beg, for want of work; to whom death 
urovlA be the best thing to be wished for» on account 
both of themselves and the publick. 

Among all taxes imposed by the legislature, those 
upon luxury are universally allowed to be the most 
equitable, and beneficial to the subject ; and the 
commonest reasoner on government, might fill a 
volunie with ,«irguments on the subject. Yet here 
again, by the singular fate of Ireland, this maxim is 
utterly false ; and the putting of it in practice may 
have such a pernicious consequence, as, I certainly 
believe, the thoughts of the proposers were not al;|le 
to reach. 

The miseries we suffer by our absentees, are of 
a far more extensive nature, thai) seems to be com- 
monly understood. I must vindicate myself to the 
reader so far, as to declare solemnly, that what I 
shall say of those lords and squires, does not arise 
from the least legard I have for their understand- 
%gs, their virtues, or their persons : for, although 
1 have not the honour of the least acquaintance with 
any one among them, (my ambition not soaring so 
high) yet I am too good a witness of the situation 
they have been in for thirty years past ; the venera- 
tion paid them by the people, the high esteem they 
are in tmpng the prime nobUsty an(kgcntry, the 
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particular m^-rks of favour and ^listinction thty ttS 
C<ive from the court ; the weight and consequence 
of .their interest, adiied to their great, zeal and appii* 
cation for preventing any hardships their countrf. 
might suffer from England, wisely considering that 
their own fortunes and honourd were embarked m the 
same bottom. n 
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1 LETTER OK MR- M^CULLA's PROJECT 
ABOUT HALFPENCE, AND A NEW ONE 
MIOPOSED, 

.llr A LETTiX T6-Dlt. OttANV^ '7^9* 

tit, ' 

You 4c»irc to know my cpiniotv C6n<icitilf»g Mf . 
If^CuUa^ft pffl^e^y of ctDetilatidg n<>tes> 5tftfn|)cd eti 
co[»prr^ thit shall pass for the ^tlvtt of huAfpencc 
and peace, 1 have sooie ktiowtc^ge of the ttaii t 
aod» aboQt s month ago, b« broiffght me hi» book» 
wkb a couple of kit ltalfpe«fi|f notes ; but fXras 
then out of order, and he Could not be aditiined* 
&iice that time, I culled at hit boute^ vthete I dit-* 
eonrsed the vrbole affair with him as thoroughly at 
I could. lam altogether a stranger to his ehafa^r* 
He talked to me in the usual style, \nih a gftat pr6^ 
ksnon of aeai for the publidk g06d ; ivhich is the 
common cant of all proje€loVA ttt their bills, from a 
first mioister of f^ate down to a coriiciftter. But 1 
stopped him short, as I would have done ft better 
maa ; because it is loo gross si pra^ree to pass at 
any time,^ a^ especially in this age, where we all 
km>w one another so well.. Yet, wbdever proposes 
any scheme, which may prove to be a publick bene-* 
fit, I shall not quarrel, if it prove likewise xtif 
bene^cial to himself. It is certain, that, next to 
^e'want of silver, oor greatest distress in point of 
coin is the want ci sma!) change, whkh may be 
some poor fcUef for the defed of the former, smcc 
the crown will not please to take that work upon 
them here, as they do in England. One thing iat 
M*Culla*s book is certainly n^jht, that no law nin- 
dcf$ nw from giving a payable note upon kather. 
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wood, copper, brass^ iron, or any other mafcriai 
(except gold or silver) as w^ll as upon paper. The 
question is, whether lean sue- him on a copper bohd^ 
where there is neither hand nor seal) nor witnesses 
to pfovc it. To supply this, he has proposed, that 
the materials upon which this note is written, shkU 
be in some degree of value equal to the debt« But 
that is one principal matter to be inquired into. His 
scheme is this : 

He gives you a piece oi copper for a halfpenny 
or penny, stamped with a promissory note to pay yod 
twenty pence for every pound of copper notdb, whea-< 
ever you ihall return them. Eight and forty of these 
halfpenny pieces are to weigh a pound ; and he sells 
you thatpound) coined and stamped, for two shil- 
lings : by which he clearly gains a little more thai^ t^ 
piar 1^1)^,; that is to say, two pence in every shilling. * 

This will certainly arise to a great sumj if he should 
circulate as. Istrge a quantity of his notes as the king'' 
dom, i^nder the great dearth of silver, may very pro«* 
bably require : enough indeed to. make any Irish 
tradesn^n's fortune ; which, however, I should not 
repine at in the least, if we cauld be sure of his fair, 
dealing. It was obvious for me to raise the commoa: 
Gbjc£bon, -yvby Mr*' M*Culla would not give security 
to pay the whole sum, to any man who returned hirat. 
his copper notes, as my lord Dartmouth and colonel 
Moor werjC, by their patents, obliged to do. Ta 
which he gave, me some answers plausible enough* 
First, ^' He conceived his coins were much nearer ta 
the intrinsick value, than any of those coined by pa<« 
tents, the bulk and goodness of the metal equalling 
the best English halfpence made by the crown : 
That he apprehended the ill will of envious and 
designing people : who, if they found him to have 
a great vent for his notes, since he wanted the pro* 
tection of a patent, might make a run upon him, 
which he could not be able to support : Axi^ l^tly, 
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PROJECT ABOUT HALPPENCH, 23 

that, his copper (as is already said) being equal in 
value and bulk to the English halfpence, he did 
not apprehend they should ever be returned, unless 
a cornbinatipn, proceeding from sp^te and envy, 
might be formed against hini." 

Sut there arc some points in his proposal which I 
cannot well answer for ; nor do I know whether he 
will be able to do it himself. The first is, whether 
the copper he gives us will be as good as what the 
crown provided for the English halfpence and far* 
things ; and, secondly, whether he will always con-» 
tinue to give us as good ; and thirdly, when he will 
think £t to stop- his hand, and give \is no more ? foy 
I should be as sorry to be at the mercy of Mr. 
M'Culla, as of Mr. Wood. 

There is another difficulty of the last importance. 
It is known enough that the crown is supposed to be 
neither gainer nor loser by coinage of any metal : for 
they subtract, or ought to subtraft,no more from the 
intrinslck value than what will just pay the charges 
of the mint ; and how much that will amount to 
is the question. By what I could gather frwn Mr. 
M^CulJa, good copper is worth fourteen pence ;5^r 
pound. By this computation, if he sells his copper 
notes for twoshillings the pound, and will pay twenty 
pence back, then the expence of coinage for one 
]K>und of. copper must be sixpence, which is 30 per 
tmt. The world should be particularly satisfied on 
this article, before he vends notes ; for the discount of 
30 per cent is prodigipus, and vastly'more than I can 
conceive it ought to be. For, if we add to that pro- 
portion the 16 per cent, which he avows to keep for 
his own profit, there will be a discount of about 46 
per cent. Or, to reckon, I think, a fairer way: who- 
ever buys a pound of Mr. M^Culla's coin, at two 
shillings /7er pound, carries home only the real valua 
of fourteen pence, which is a pound of copper ; an4 
thut hQ is a loser of 4|i. 13s* 4d. per vent^ But, 
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however, this high discount of 30 p0^ cent will bf n# 
objection against M'Cu)la*6 proposal; because, if 
the charge of coining will bonestlj- amount to so 
much 9 and we suppose bis copper notes may be re- 
turned upon him, he will be* the greater sufferer of 
the two : because the buyer can lose but fourpence 
in a pound, and M^CuUa must lose sixpence* wbi<;ii 
was the charge of the coinage. 

Upon the whole, there are some points which must 
be settled to the reneral satisfadion, before we caa 
safely take Mr* Nr Cu)U's copper note? for yalue le- 
ceived ; and how he will give that satisfaftion* is 90t 
. within n^y knowledge or conjecture. Tb«? first point 
is, that we shall be always sure of receiving good 
copper, eoual in bulk, and fineness to the be$t 
Englisli halfpence. 

The second point is, to know what allowance be 
makes to himself, either out of the weight or mixture 
ci his copper, or both, for the charge of. coins^. 
As to the weight, the matter is easy by his own 
scheme ; for, as I have said before, he proposes forty* 
eight to weigh a pound, which he gives you for two 
jBhillings^and receives it by the pound at twentypencc ; 
so that, supposing pure copper to be fourteen pence » 
pound, he makes you pay 30 per cmi for the labour 
of coining, as I have already observed, beside 16 
p^r cent when he sells it. But if to this he adds any 
alloy, to debase the metal, although it be not above 
lo per cent ; then Mr, M*CuUa's promissory notes 
will, to the intrinsick value of the n^etal, be above 
47 per cent discount. 

For, subtracting tp^^rcr^^/ off sixty pounds wortk . 
of copper, it will (to avoid fractions} be about five 
and a half ;i^r ceut in the whole iqoIm which, adde4 
to - • - * r - 41 13 4. 
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Tb9t we are under great distress for change ; ami 
that Mr. M*CuUa*s copper notes, on 8uppo«ition of 
the metal being pure» are less liable to objection than 
the project of Wood, may be granted : but such a 
discount, where we are not sure even of our twenty- 

Eence a pound, appears hitherto a dead weight oo 
is scheme. 

Since I writ this, calling to mind that I had some 
popper haljjpence by me, 1 weiglied them with those 
of Mr, M^CuUa, and observed as follows. 

First, I weighed Mr. M'CuUa's halfpenny a|;atnsC 
an English one of king Charles II ; which outweighed 
Mr. M'Culla's a fourth part, or a 5 per cent. 

1 likewise weighed an Irish Patrick and Pavid 
halfpenny, which outweighed Mr. M^CuUa's la^ 
per cent. It had a very tair and deep impression ,( 
und milled very skilfully round. 

I found that even a common harp halfpenny, well 
preserved, weighed equal to Mr. M*Culla'8. And 
even some of Wood's halfpence were near equal in 
weight to bis. Therefore, if it be tr^e that he does 
not think Wood's copper to have been fault j, he may 
probably give us no better. 

1 have laid these loose thoughts together with little 
prder, to give you, and others who may read them, 
an opportunity of digesting them better* i am no 
enemy to Mr- M*CulTa's projed ; but I would have it 
put upon a better foot. 1 own that this halfpenny of 
king Charles II, which I weig|)ed ag«(inst Mr. M'CuU 
la's, was of the fairest kind ihad seen. However, it 
16 plain the crown could afford it without being a 
loser. But it is probable that the officers of the mini 
trere then more honest than th^y have since thought 
^t to be; for I confess not to have met those of any 
other year so weighty, or in appearance of so goo4 
metal, among all the copper coins of the three lat( 
^igns ; yet thesei how^vcr^ did much outweigh tj/m^ 
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of Mr. M'Culla ; for I bavc tried the experiment on 
a hundred of them. I have indeed seen accidentally 
one or twa very light : but it must certainly haf« 
been done by chance ; or rather I suppose them to 
•be counterfeits. Be that as it will, it is allowed on 
all hands, that good copper was never known to be 
cheaper than it is at present. I am ignorant of the 
price, £sirther than by his informing me that it is 
•only fourteen pence a pound ; by which, I observe, 
he charges the coinage at '^o per cent ; and therefore I 
cannot but think his demands are exorbitant. But^ 
to say the truth, the dearness or cheapness of the 
xnetal does not properly enter into the question. 
What we desire is, that it should be of the best kind, 
and as weighty as can be aiforded ; that the profit of 
tbe contriver should be reduced from i6 to Spercenf^ 
and the charge of coinage, if possible, from 30 to lo^ 
or I c at most. 

Mr. M'Culla must also give good security that he 
will coin only a determinate sutn, not exceeding 
twenty thousand pounds ; by which, although he 
should deal with all uprightness imaginable, and 
make his coin as good as that I weighed of. king 
Charles II, he will, at 16 per centy gain three thou- 
sand two hundred pounds ; a very good additional 
job to a private tradesman's fortune ! 

I must advise him also to employ better workmen, 
and make his impressions deeper and plainer ; by 
which a rising rim may be left about the edge of his 
coin, to preserve the letter from wearing out too 
soon. He has no wardens, or masters, or other o^ 
Acers of the mint, ^o suck up his profit ; and, there* 
fore, can afford to coin cheaper than the crown, if 
he will but find good materials, proper implements, 
and skilful workmen. 

Whether this project .will succeed in Mr. M'Culla's 
bands (which^ if it be hoxieatly executed, I shooldbo 
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gjad to sec) one thing I am confiden^ of, that if 
might be easily brought to perfection by a society of 
nine or ten honest gentlemen of fortune, who wish 
well to their country, and would be content to be 
neither gainers nor losers, farther than the bare inte- 
rest of their raonej^. And Mr. M'Culla, as being 
the first starter of the scheme, might be considered 
and rewarded by such a society ; whereof, although 
1 am not a man of fortune, I should' think it an ho- 
nour and happiness to be one, even with borrowed 
money upon the best security 1 could give. And, 
first, I am confident, without any skill but by general 
reason, xhat the charge of coining copper would be 
vcrj* much less than 30 per cent. Secondly, I believe 
ten thousand pounds, in halfpence and farthings, 
tvould be sufficient for the whole kingdom, even 
under our great and most unnecessary distress for the 
Tvant of silver ; and that, without such a distress, half 
the sum would suffice* For, I compute and reason 
thus : the city of Dublin, by a gross coinputation, 
contains ten thousand families ; and 1 am told by 
shopkeepers, " That, if silver were as plenty as 
usual, two shillings in copper would be sufficient, 
in the course of business, for each family. '^ But, 
in consideration of the want of silver, I would allow 
five shillings to each family, which would amount to 
2500!. ; and, to help this, I would recommend a 
currency of all the genuine undefaced harp halfpence^ 
which are left of lord Dartmouth's and Moor's- 
patents under king Charles II t and the small Patrick 
and David for farthings. To the rest of the king** 
dom, I would assign the 75ool> remaining ; reckon**! 
ing Dublin to answer one fourth of the kingdom, as 
London is judged to answer (if I mistake not) one 
third of England ; I mean in the view, of money only. 
To compute our want of small change by the 
number of souls in the kingdom, beside, being pcr-i 
plexed» i»>, I think, by no means jvst., .Thcy^ bav:e 
d'2 
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been reckoned at a million and a half: whereof* ii 
millton at least are beggaii$ in all circumstances 
Ckcept that of wandering about fbr alms, and that 
circumstance may arrive doon enough, when it will 
Ibe time to add another ten thousand pounds in cop^ 
per. But, without doubt, the families of Ireland^ 
who lie chiefly under the difficulties of wanting small 
change, cannot be above forty or fifty thousand; 
which the sum' of ten thousand pounds, with tht 
addition of the fairest old halfpence, would tolera-^ 
bly supply : for, if we give too great a loose to any 
projector to pourin upon us what he pleases, the 
jcingdom will be (how shall I repress it under ouf 
present circumstances ?) more than undone. 

And hence appears, in a very strong light, the 
villany of Wood, who proposed the coinage of ond 
hundred and eighty thousand pounds in copper, foi^ 
the use of Ireland i whereby every family in the king* 
dom would be loaded with ten or a dozen shillings^ 
although Wood might not transgress the bounds ot 
his patent, and although no counterfeits, either at 
home or abroad, were added to the number ; the 
contrary to both which would indubitably have nr** 
rived. So ill informed are great m6n on the other 
side, who talk of a millioirwith as little ceremony as 
we do of half a crown I 

But, to return to the proposal I hate mad<.: 9up« 
pose ten gentlemen, lovers of their country, should 
reiae 200k apiece ; and, from the time the money li 
deposited aa they shall agree, should begin to charge 
it with seven ptr cent for their own use : that they* 
cthould, as soon as possible, provide a mint and good' 
workmen, and buy c<^per sufficient for coining two 
tkottsaod pounds, subtracting a fifth part of the into^ 
rest of ten thousand pounds for the charges of the 
tools, and fitting up a place for a mint ; the other 
^Mir parts ef the same interest to be subtracted equally 
out of the four remaining coinages of ioooK each^ 
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Tirith a ju£t allowance for other neoessary incidents. 
Let the charge of coLnag;e be fairly reckoned ; and 
the kingdom informed of it^^aswell as of the price of 
copper. Let the coin be as well and deeply stamped 
as it ou^ht. Let the metal be as pure as can consist 
to have it rightly coined ( wherein L am wholly igno^ 
rant) and tbe bulk a^.lar|^ as that ofking Charles IL 
And let this club of ten gentlemen give their joint 
security to receive all the coins they . issue out for 
seven or ten yearly and return gold and • silver with-« 
out any defalcation. 

Let the same club or company, when they have 
Issued out the Hrst two thousand pounds^ go on the 
second year, if they find a demand, and that theic 
scheme has answered to their own intention as well 
as to the satisfaction of the publick. And, if they 
find seven per cent^ not sufficient, let them subtra^ 
eighty beyond which I would not have them go. 
And when they have in ^wo years, coined tea thou*» 
sand pounds, let them give publick notice that they 
will proceed no farther, but shut up. their mint, and 
dismiss their workmen ; unless the real, imiversal,- 
unsolicited declaration of the nobility asd gentry of 
the kingdom shall signify a desire th^t they shQul4 
go on for a certain sum farther. . - : 

This company may enter into certain regubttona 
among themselves ; one of which should be, to k^p 
nothing concealed, and duly to give an account to 
the world of their lYhplc methods of acting. 

Give me leave to compute, wholly at random, 
-wbat charge the kingdom will be at^ by the loss of 
intrinsick value in ^e coinage of lOOQoI. in cppperi 
lander th^ ;xnanagem.ent of sucb a society of gentleii 
men. 

Firs):, It is plain, that instead of somewhat morf 
than i6/?crctf»^, as demanded by Mif M*Culla, this 
^cietydcfijj:CTbut8;«rr«rf, ._ ^ ... :•-» 
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Secondly, Whereas Mr. M^Cnlla charged tlie exf 
pense of coinaee at 30 per c^nf, I hope and bdieve 
this socieCy trill be able to perform it at 10. 

.Wbeieas it does not appear that Mr. M^CuUa caff 
give any security for the goodness of his co|>per9' 
because not one in ten thoQsand hate the skM to di!*^' 
tinguish ; the society will be all engaged that theirtf 
aball be of the best standard. 

Fourthly, That whereas Mr« M*CuUa's Halfpence 
afe one fourth part lighter than that kind coined tn 
the time of king Charles II, these genilemen i»ifl 
oblige thetnselv^B to ihe pobHck, to give the coi» of 
the same weight and goodness with those halfpence^ 
unless ihey sull find ihey cannot afford it ; and, in 
Ihat oose, they ^all beforehand inform the publick^ 
show their reasons, and signify how large fhey cani 
make Uiem without being losers ; and so give over 
or pursue their scheme, as they find the opinion of 
1^ world to be. However, I dd net doubt bat Ihey 
oaaafford them as large, and of asgoodmeCa), asthtf 
best English halfpence that have been coitidd in the 
tbive laft reigns, which very much outweigh those oi 
Mr. M'CuUa*. And this advantage will arise in pro* 
portion, hj lesi^ftiBg the charge oif cotnage from 30 
percent to 10 or 15, or ao at most* But I confess 
myself in ilie dttrie on that article : only I think it 
impossible it should amount to any proportion neaf 
90 per iwi; otherwise the cpiners of those counter* 
feit halfpence called raps vitoukfr have little enoourage-^ 
snent to foUo^ th«r trade* 

But the indubitable adimitagtt, by havinet f^t 
iMa^gement sti such a society, would be the paying 
^/ttransr iastsad of 16, the being safe <tf tht goo£ 
^ess and just wetjght of the coin, and the period to be 
put to atiy ftPlher coinage fhaA what wa» absolutely 
BMOeMury to suiiply the wanis^and desira of the ktng« 
dom ; and all this under Ike Kf«rky of l«^ gttflcmea 
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<5f cmHt and fortune, who would be ready to give 
the beat security and satisfadion, that they baa no 
design to turn the scheme into a job. 

As to any mistalces I have made in computation, 
lihey are of little moment ; and I shall not descend so 
low 2LS. to justify them against any caviller. 

The strongest objections slgainst what I offer, and 
which perhaps may make it appear visionaryy is the 
drfficaky to nnd half a score gentlemen, who, out of 
a pubtick spirit, will be at the trouble, for no more 
profit than one per cent above the legal interest, to be 
overseers of a mint for five years ; and perhaps, with* 
eut any justice, raise the<:iamour of the people against 
ihem. Beside8,Jt is most certain that many a squire 
is as fond of a job, and as dextrous to make the best 
ef it, M Mr. M^Calla himself, or any of his level. 
However, I do not doubt but there may be ten such 
persons in this town, if they had only some visible^ 
mark ta know them at sight. Yet I ju«t foresee 
another iticonveniency ; that knavish men are flttef 
to deal with others of their own denomloation i 
v^\\^ those whor are honest and best intentioned may 
be the instruments of as much mischief to the pul^ 
lick, for want of cunning, as the greatest knaviss ; 
and more, because of the charitable opinion which 
they are apt to have of others. Therefore, how to 
join the prudence of the serpciit^with the innoccncy 
of the dove, in this afi^iair, h the ilK^t difficult point. 
it i» not so hard to find an honest ihaq^, as to make 
this honest man active, and vigilant, aqd skiltul ; 
which, I doubt, will require a spur of profit greater 
than my scheme will afford him, unless he yiil be 
eontented mth the honour of serving his cchxAtrj, 
and ttie reward of a good conscience. 

After reviewing what I had written, I see vefy 
Wtll that I hane not given any allowance for the firit 
eharge/of preparing all things necessary for coining"^ 
whicD| I am told> will atnouat taaboitt sgql.^ bt^ 
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si^e 2ol. per annum for five years rent of sl hoQie t<r 
work in. t can only fay, that, this making in all 
jool., It will be an addition of no more than 3 per 
cent out of icxx)oL 

But the great advantages to the pat>lick« by hav<* 
ing the coinage placed in the hands often gentlement 
fuch as I have already defcribed (if fuch are to bcr 
found) are thefe t 

First, They propose no other gain to themselves 
than I per cent above the legal interest for the money, 
fhey advance ; which tvill hardly a^ord them coffee 
when they meet at tbeir tointhouse. 

Sec6ndly, They bind themselves to make their 
Coins of as good copper as the best English halfpence, 
ind as well coined, and of equal weignt : and do likc- 
Ivise bind themselves to charge the publick with not 
one farthing for the expense of coinage^ mote than 
it shall really stand them in. 

Thirdly, They will, for a limited term of seven 
or ten years, as shall be thought proper upon ma- 
ture consideration, pay gold and silver, without any 
defalcation, for all their own coin that, shall be re** 
turned upon their hands. 

Fourthly, They will take care that the coins shall 
iiavea deep impression, leaving a rising rim onbotl^ 
sides, to prevent their beinz defaced in a long time i 
and the edges shall be milled. 

1 suppose they need not be very apprehcnsirc of 
counterfeits, which it will be dilBcult to make so as 
not to be discovered : for it is plain that those bad 
halfpence called raps, arc so easily distinguished, 
even from the moist worn genuine halfpenny, that no-* 
body will now take them for a farthing, althougl| 
under the great present want of change, 

I shall here subjoin some computations relating to 
Mr. M*Cillla*s ^pper notes. They ,were sent to n^^ 
\yf a person well skilled in siich calculations ; ^in^ 
tncreforc I refer them to the reader* _, _ . ,,../ 

Digitize;! by Google 



tROJECT ABOUT HALTP2KCC. S3 

Mf. M'Culk charges good copper at fourteen* 
pttact per pound ; but 1 know not whether he means 
avoirdupois or froy -weight. 

avoirdupois is sixteen ounces to a 

pound .... 6960 grains. 
A |>ound Troy weight - • 5760 grains. 

Mr. M'CuUa's copper is fourteenpence per pound 
avoirdupois. 

Two of Mr. M*CuIla*s penny notes, one with 
another, weigh - « « • 524 grains* 
By which computation, two shillings 

of his notes, which he sells tor one 

pound weight, will weigh - .6288 grains. 
But one pound avoirdupois weighs, 

as above - - . . 6960 grains. 

This difi^erence makes 10 percent to Mr. M'Culia's 
profit, in point of weight. 

The old Patrick and David halfpenny 

weighs - * - - 149 grains. 

Mr. M^CuUa's halfpenny weighs ^ 131 grains. 

The di^Ference is 18 
Which b equal to 10 ^ per cent. 

The English halfpenny of king 

Charles II weighs - - - 167 grains. 
M'CuUa*8 halfpenny weighs • 131 grains. 

The difference 36 
Which ditferenc^ allowed, a fifth part is 20 p€r 
cent* 

AKOTHER COMPUTATION. 

Mr. M*Culla allows his pound of copper (coin ' 
age included) to be worth twentypencc; for which 
he demands two shillings. 

His coinage he computes at sixpence per pound 
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•weight; therefore, laying put only twenty pence, artid 
gaining fourpence, he makes /^eT* cfrt^ profit - 20 
The sixpence /7fr pound weight, allowed for coin- 
age, rmke^ per cent - - - - 30 
The want of weight in his halfpenny, compared 

rfs above, is ;7er cfw^ - - - - lO 

By all which (viz. coinage, profit, and want *— * 
of weight) the pub lick loses ;?er c«i/ - - 60 
If Mr. M'Culla's coins will not pass, and he refuse^ 
to receive them back, the owner cannot sell theni at 
above twelvepence per pound ; whereby, with the 
defect of weight of 10 per cent he will lose 6oper cent. 

The scheme of the society, raised as high as it can 
possibly be, will be only thus : 

For interest of their money per cent - - tf 
For coinage, instead of 10, suppose Sit most per cent 20 
For 300I. Jaid'out for tools, a mint, and house 
rent, charge 3 per cent open the coinage of 

lOOOOl. ----- - J 

Charges in all upon interest, coinage^ Src^ per cent ^r 

Which, with all the advantages above-mentioned, 
of the goodness of the metal, the largeness of the 
coin, the deepness and fairness of the impression, the 
assurance of the society confining itself to such a sumr 
as they undertake, or as the kingdom shall approve ; 
and lastly, their paymg in gold or silver for all their 
coin returned upon their hands, withcnit any defalca- 
tion, would be of mighty benefit to the kingdom ; 
and, with a little steadiness aad activity* could, I 
donbt not, be easily compassed. 

I would not in this scheme recommend the method 
of promissory notes, after Mr. M'CuUa's manner; 
but, as I have seen in old Irish coins, the words 
civiTAs DVBLiN. on onc side, with the year of ouc 
Lord and the Irish harp on the reverse. 
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A PROPOSAL THAT ALL THE LADIES 
AND WOMEN OF IRELAND SHOULD 
APPEAR CONSTANTLY IN IRISH MA- 
NUFACTURES. 1729. 



THERE was a treatise written about nine years 
ago, to persuade the people of Ireland to wear their 
own manufactures. This treatise was allowed to 
have not one syllyable in it of party' or disaffection ; 
but was wholly founded upon the growing poverty 
of the natiob, occasioned by the utter want of trade, 
except the ruinous importation of all foreign extra- 
vagances from other countries. This treatise was 
presented, by tbe grand jury of the city and county 
of Dublin, as a scandalous, seditious, and factious 
pamphlet. I forgot who was the foreman of the city 
grand jury ; but the foreman for the county was one 
Dr. Seal, register to the 'archbishop of Dublin, 
wherein he differed much from the sentiments of his 
lord. The printer was tried before the late Mr. 
Whitshed, that famous lord chief juftice; who, on 
the bench, laying his hand on his heart, declared, 
lipon his telvation, '* That the author was a Jacobite, 
«nd had a design to beget a quarrel between the 
two nations.** In the midft of this prosecution, 
about fifteen hundred weavers were forced to beg 
their bread, and had a general contribution made for 
their relief, which just served to make them drunk 
for a TVeek ; and then they were foVced to turn rogues, 
or strolling beggars, or to leave the kingdom. 

The duke of Grafton, who was then lieutenant, 
bong perfcdfcly ashamed of so infamous znd ui\Po« 
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pular a proceeding, obtained from England a woU 
prosequi for the printer. Yet the grand jury had 
yolemn thanks ^iven them from the secretary ot state* 

I mention this passage (perhaps too much forgot<* 
ten) to show how dai^eroius it lias been for the best 
meaning person to write one syllable in the defence 
of his country* or discover tbe miserable condition 
it is in. 

And to prove thjs truth, I will produce one in-:' 
Btanee mpre : wholly-omittiog the famous cause of 
the drapier» and the proclamation against him, as 
]well as the perverileness of another jury againA the 
same Mr. Whitshed* who was violently t^nt to act 
the second part in another scene. 

About two years ago, there was a small paper 
printed, which was called, *^ A Short View of the 
State of Ireland," relating to the several causes 
whereby any country may grow richi and applying 
them to Ireland. Whitshed waa dead, and conse»> 
fluently the printer was not troubled. Mist, th« 
famousjournali^t, happened to reprint this paper ia 
London, for which his pressfolk were prosecuted 
for almoil a twelvemonth ; and, for anght I know, 
are not yet discharged. 

This is our case ; insomuch, that although I ann 
often without n^oney in my pocket, I dare not qwii 
it in some company, for fear of bdng thought dis- 
affected, 

But, since I am determined to take care that the 
author of this paper shall not be discovered, (follow* 
ing herein the most prudent practice of the drapier) 
I will. venture to affirm, that the three seasons 
wherein our corn has miscarried, did no more con<- 
tribute to our present misery, than one spoonful of 
water thrown vpon a i^at already drowned, would 
contribute to his death : and that the present plenti'v 
ful harvest, although it shoukl be followed by ^ 
dozeQ ensuing, woold np more restora us, thaa H 
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would the rat aforeaaid, to put him near the fire, 
-which might indeed warm his fur coat, but never 
bring him back to life. 

The short of the matter is this : The distresses of 
the kingdom are operating more and more every day, 
by very large degrees, and so have been doing for 
above a do2^en years past. 

If ^ou demand whence these distresses have arisen, 
I desire to ask the following question : 

If two thirds of any kingdom's revenue be ex« 
ported to another country , without one farthing of 
value in return ; and if the said kingdom be forbid-* 
den the moii profitable branches of trade wherein to 
employ the other third, and only allowed to traffick in 
importing those commodities which are moft ruinous 
to itself ; how shall that kingdom stand ? 

If this question were formed into the first proposi- 
tion of an hypothetical syllogism, I defy the man 
bom in Ireland, who is now in the fairest way of get- 
ting a collectorship, or a comet's post, to give good 
reason for denying it. 

Let me put another case. Suppose a gentleman's 
estate of two hundred pounds a year should sink to 
one hundred, by some accident, whether by an 
earthquake, or inundation, it matters not ; and sup- 
pose the said gentleman, utterly hopeless and un- 
qualified ever to retrieve the loss ; how is he other- 
wise to proceed in his future economy, than by re- * 
ducing it on every article to one half less, unless he 
will be content to fly his country, jor rot in gaol ? 
This is a representation of Ireland's condition ; only 
with one fault, 'that it is a little too favourable. Nei- 
ther am I able to propose a full remedy for this, but 
only a small prolongation of life, until God shall 
miraculously dispose the hearts of our neighbours 
and our kinsmen, our fellow protestants, fellow sub- 
jects, and fellow rational creatures, to permit us to 
starve without r \iiming farther in debt, I am in- 
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formed that our national debt (and God knows Itov^ 
we wretches came by that fashiqnable thing a nay 
tional debt) is about two htindred and fifty thousand 
pounds; which is, s[t least, one third of the whole 
kingdom *s rents, after our absentees and olher fa-* 
reign drains are paid, and about fifty thousand- 
pounds more than all the eash. 

it seems there, are several schemes for raising a 
fund to pay the intereft of this formidably sum, not 
the principal, for this is alK>wed impo^sibk. The 
necessity of raising sivch a fund^ Is strongly and r&-' 
gularly pleaded, trora the late deficiencies in the 
duties and customs. And is it a fault of Ireland 
that these funds are deficient f If they depend oiv 
trade, can it possibly be otherwise, while we have 
fieither liberty to trade, nor money to trade with j 
neither hands to work, nor bu^ine^ to employ thenx 
if we had ? Our diseases are visible enough^ bothin 
their causes and efiP'ects ; and the cures are well 
known, but impossible to be applied.* 

If my steward comes and tells me, ** that my 
rents are sunk so low, 'that they are very little more 
than sufficient to pay my servants their wages;'* 
have I any other course left, than to c^hler four ia 
six of my ras€«illy footmen, and a number of other « 
vailets in my family, of whose i-nsolence the whole 
neighbourhood complains ? And I would think it • 
extremely severe in any law, to force me to maintains 
a household of fifty servaiUs, and fix their wages^ . 
before I had offered my rent-roll upoi> oath to 
the legislators. 

To return from c^gressing : I am told one scheme 
for raising a fund to pay the interest of our national 
debt, is, by a farther duty of forty shillings a tuiv 
upon wine. Some gentlemen would carry this matter . 
much farther, by raising it to twelve pounds; which, 
in a manner, woivld aiiSoiuU to a prohibition ; thu* 
weak!}' arguing from the praetice of EnglamU • 
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, f have often taken notice, both in print and in 
discourse, ths^t there is no topick so fallacious, either 
in talk or in writings as to arrgue how we ought to 
act in Ireland, from the example of England, Hol- 
land, France, or any other country, whose inhabit- 
ants are allowecl the common rights and liberties of 
iiuman kind. I could undertake to name six or 
ceven of the most uncontrolled maxims in govern- 
jnent, which are utterly false in this kingdom. 
. As to the additional duty on wine, 1 think any 
person may deliver hi« opinion iivon it, until it 
shall have passed into a law ; and, till then, 1 de- 
(Clare mine to be positively against it. 

First, Because there is no nation yet known, in 
either hemisphere^ where the people of all condi- 
tions are more in want of some cordial, to keep up 
4heir spirits, than in this of ours. I am not in jest ; 
and if the fact will not be allowed me, I shall not 
argue xt* 

. Secondly, It is loo well and generally known, 
Jthat this tax of forty shillings additional on tycry 
tun of wine, (which will be double at least to the 
home consumer] will increase equally every new 
session of parliament, until perhaps it comes to 
itwelve pounds. 

Thirdly, Because, as the merchants inform me, 
jwid-as I have known many the like instanced in 
£ngland, this additional tax will more probably 
lessen this branch pf the revenue, than increase it. 
And therefore -sir John Stanley, a commissioner of 
the customs in England, used to say, " That the 
house of commons were generady mistaken in mat- 
ters -oi trade, by an erroneous opinion that two and . 
Iwo make four." Thus if you should lay an addi* 
iional duty of one penny a pound on raisins or sugar, 
the revenue, instead ^f riling, would certainly sink; 
and the consequence would only be, to lessen the 
^upEiber of plvimpuddings, and ruin the confectioner. 
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Fourthly, I am likewise assured by merchants, 
that upon this additional forty shillings, the French 
'will at least equally raise their duties upon all com-* 
•aodjtics we ixjwrt thither. 

"^ Fifthly, If an original.extract of the exports and 
imports be true, we have be^n gainers, upon the 
balance, by our trade with France for several years 
past ; and, although our gain amounts to no great 
sum, we ought to be satisfied, since we arc* no 
losers, with the only consolation we are capable of 
receiving. 

Lastly, The worst consequence is behind. If we 
raise the duty on wine to a considerable height, we 
lose the only hold we have of keeping among us the 
few gentlemen of any tolerable estates. I am con- 
fident, there is hardly a gentleman of eight hundred 
pounds a year and upward, in this kingdom, who 
would balance half an hour to consider whether he 
should live here, or in England, if a family could 
be as cheaply maintained in the one as the other. 
As to eatables, they are as cheap in many fine coon- 
ties of England, as in some very indiiBPercnt ones 
here ; or, if there be any difference, that vein of 
thrift, and prudence in economy, which passes there 
without reproach, (and chiefly in Loudon itself) 
would amply make up the difference. But the ar- 
ticle of French wine is hardly tolerable, in any de« 
gree of plenty, to a middling fortune: and this it is» 
which by growing habitual, wholly turns the scale 
with those few landed men, disengaged from employ- 
ments, who content themselves to live hospitably, 
with plenty of good wine in their own country, 
'rather than in penury and obscurity in another, with 
bad, or with none at all. 

Having therefore, as far as in me lies, aboliihed 
this additional duty upon wine ; for I am not under 
the least concern about paying the interest of the 
aationd debt, but leave it, as in loyalty bouijid* 
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9^o!!y to the wisdom of the honourable hpuse of 
^mmons; I come now to consider, by what me- 
thods we may be able to put off a|id delay oik 
utter undoing, as long as it is [>ossibIe. 

I never have discoursed with any rea^onaWc man 
upon the subject, who did not allow that ther« was 
no remedy left us, but to lessen the importation of 
all unnecessaVy commodities, as much as it was pos- 
sible ; and likewise either to persuade our absentees 
to spend their money at home, which is impossible ; 
or tax them at five shillings in the pound during 
their absence, with such allowances, upon necessary 
occasions, as fi^all be thought convenient; or, by 
permitting us a free trade, which is denied to no 
other nation upon earth. The three last methods 
are treated by Mr. Prior, in his most useful treatise, 
added to his list of absentees. 

it is to gratify the vanity and pride and luxury of 
the women, and of the young fops who admire 
them, that we owe this insupportable grievance, of 
bringing in the instruments of our ruin. There is 
annually brought over to this kingdom, near ninety . 
thousand pounds worth of silk, whereof the greater 
partis manufactured.' Thirty thousand pounds more, 
expended in muslin, holland, cambrick, and callico. 
What the price of lace amounts to, is not easy to 
be collected from the custom-house book, being a 
kind of goods that takes up a little room, and is easily 
run ; but,* considering the prodigious price of a 
woman*s^ headdress, at ten, twelve, twenty poiiinds 
a yard, must be very great. The tea, rated at seven 
shillings per pound, comes to near twelve thousand 
pounds ; but, considering it as the common luxury 
of every chambermaid, semstress, and tradesman's 
wife, both in town and country, however they come 
by it, must needs cost the kingdom double that sum. 
Coffee is somewhat above seven thousand pounds. 
I have seen no account of <iho folate, and some 
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other Indian or American goods. The drapery iot* 
ported is about four and twenty thousand pounds* 
The whole amounts (with one or two other partica«* 
lars) to one hundred and fifty thousand pounds. 
I'he lavishing of all which money is' just as prudent 
and necessary, as to see a man in an embroidered 
coat, begging out of Newgate in an old shoe. 

I allow that the thrown and raw silk is less perni- 
cious : because we have some share in the manufac- 
ture : but we are not now in circupistances tP trifle. 
It costs us above forty thousand pounds a year ; and 
if the ladies, till better times, will not be content to 
CO in their own country shifts, I wish they may go 
in rags. Let them vie with each other in the fine- 
ness of their native linen : their beauty and gentleness 
will as well appear, as if they were covered with 
diamonds and brocade. 

I believe no man is so weak, as to hope or expect 
that such a reforn^ation can be brought about by a 
law. But a thorough hearty unanimous vote, in 
both houses of parliament, might perhaps answer as 
well : every senator, noble or plebeian, giving his 
honour, •• That neither himself, nor any of his 
family would, in their dress or furniture of their 
houses, make use of any thing except what was of 
the growth and manufacture of this kingdom ; and 
that they would use the utmost of their power, influ- 
ence, and credit, to prevail on their tenants, depend* 
ants, and friends, to follow their example." 
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A MODEST PROPOSAL FOR PREVENTING 
THE CHILDREN OF POOR PEOPLE IN 
IRELAND FROM BEING A BIJRDEN TO 
THEIR PARENTS OR COUNTRY, AND 
FOR MAKING THEM BENEFICIAL TO 
THE PUBLICK. 1/29. 



IT IS a melancholy object to tbo^e, who walk 
through this great town, or travel in the country, 
when they see the streets, the roads, and cabin doors 
crowded with beggars of the female sex, followed 
by three, four, or six children, all in rags, and im- 
portuning every passenger for an alms. These mo- 
thers, instead of being able to work for their honest 
livelihood, are forced to employ all their time in 
strolling to beg sustenance for their helpless infants ; 
who, as they grow up, either turn thieves, for want 
of work, or leave their dear native country to fight 
for the pretender in Spain, or sell themselves to the 
Barbadoes. 

I think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodi- 
gious number of children in the arms, or on the . 
backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and fre- 
quently of their fathers, is, in the present deplorable' 
state of the kingdom, a very great additional 
grievance ; and therefore whoever couM find out a 
fair, cheap, and easy method of making these chil- 
dren sound useful members of the commonwealth, 
would deserve so well of the publick, as to have his 
statue set up for a preserver of the nation. 

But my intention is very far from being confined 
to provide only for the children of professed beggars : 
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It is of a much greater extent^ and (hall take in the 
-whole number of infiints at a certain age, who are ' 
bora of parents in effect as UtUe able to support them, 
as those who deniand our Charity in the streets. 

As to my own part, haying turned my thought^ 
for many years upon this important subject, and ma- 
turely weighed the several schemes of our projeftors, 
I have always found them grossly mistaken in their 
computation. It is true, a child just dropped frona 
its dam may be supported by her milk for a solar 
year, with little other nourimment : at most not 
above the value of tw5 "Shillings, which the mother 
may certainly get, or the value in scraps, by hcf 
lawful occupation of begging ; and it is^ exactly at 
one year old that I propose to provide for them in 
such a manner, as, instead of being a charge i^pon 
their parents, or the pariih, or wanting food and 
raiment for the rest of their lives, they shall, on the 
contrary, contribute to the feeding, and partly to the 
clothing of many thousands. 

There is likewise another great advantage in my 
scheme, that it will prevent those voluntary abor- 
tions, and that horrid practice of women murdering 
their bastard children, alas! too frequent among us, 
sacrificing the poor innocent babes, I doubt more to 
avoid the expense than the shame, which would 
move tears and pity in this most savage and inhuman 
breast. 

The number oF souls in this kingdom being usually 
reckoned one million and a half; of these I calculate 
there may be about two hundred thousand couple, 
whose wives are breeders ; from which number I 
subtract thirty thousand couple, who are able to 
, maintain their own children, (although I apprehend 
there cannot be so many under the present distresses 
of the kingdom) but this being granted, there will 
remain a hundred and seventy thousand breeders. 
I again subtract fifty thousand for jhose womcn>, 
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who miscarry, or whose children die by accident or 
disease within the year. There only remain a hun« 
dred and twenty thousand children of poor parents 
annually born. The question therefore is. How this 
number shall be reared and provided for ? which , as I 
have already said, under the present situation of af- 
fairs, is utterly impossible by all the methods hitherto 
proposed. For we ca[n neither employ them in han- 
dicraft or agriculture ; we neither build houses, (I 
mean in the country) nor cultivate land : they can 
very seldom pick up a livelihood by stealing, till 
they arrive at six years old, except where they are of 
towardly parts; although I confess they learn the 
rudiments much earlier; during which time thejir 
can however be properly looked upon only as pro« 
bationers ; as I have been informed by a principal 
gentleman in the county of Cavan, ^vhp protested 
to me, that he never knew above one or two in* 
stances under the age of si^, even in a part of the 
kingdom so renowned for the quickest proficiency in 
that art. 

I am assured by our merchant?, that a boy or ^ 
girl before twelve years old is no saleable commodity ; 
and even when they pome to thi^ age they will not 
yield above three pounds, or three pounds and half 
a crown at most, on the exchange ; which cannot 
turn to account either to the parents or kingdom, the 
charge of nutriment and rags having been at leas^ 
four times that value. 

I ^hall now therefore humbly propose my own 
'thoughts, which I hope will not be liable to the least 
objection. 

1 have been assured by a very knowing American 
of mv acquaintance in London, that a young healthy 
child, well nursed, is at a year old a most delicious, 
nourishing, and wholesome food, whether stewed, 
roasted, baked, or boiled ; and I make, no 4^ub(t 
that it will equally serve in a fricasee^ or a fagpust. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



46 k MODEST PROPOSAL 

I do therefore humblj'' offer it to publick consi-r 
deration, that of the hundred and twenty thousand 
children already computedy twenty thousand may 
be reserved for breed, whereof only one fourth part 
to be males ; which i$ more than we allow to sheep ^ 
black cattle, or swine ; and my reason is, that these 
children are seldom the fruits of marriage, a circum- 
stance nojt inuch regarded by our sayages, therefore 
.one male will be sufficient to serve four females. 
That the remaining hundred thousand may, at a year 
old, be offered in sale to the persons of quality and 
fortune through the kingdona ; always advising the 
mother to let them suck plentifully in the last month^ 
fio as to render them plump, and fat for a good table. 
A child will make two dishes at an entertainment foe- 
friends : and when the family diines alone^ the fore 
or hind quarter "will qsake a reasonable djsfa, and sea- 
soned with a little pepper or salt, will be very good 
boiled on the fourth day, especially in winter. 
' I have redconed upon a medium, that a child just 
]born will weigh 12 pounds, and in a solar year, if 
tolerably nursed, will increase to 28 pounds. 

I gra^at this food will be somewhat dear,' aAd there^ 
fore very proper for landlords, who, as they have 
already devoured most of the parents, $eem to have 
Ihe be^ title to the children. 

Infant's flesh will be in season thriughout the 
year, biit more plentifully in March, and a little 
before and after : for we are told by a gi^avc author, 
dn eminent French physician, that £sh being a proli- 
iSck diet, there are more children born ia romaa 
catholick cojuntries about nine months after Lent, 
iehan at any other season ; therefore, reckoning a 
year after Lent, the markets will be more glutted than 
usual, because the number of popish infants is at 
least ihree to one in this kingdom ; and therefore it 
will have one other collateral advantage by lessening 
'|be number of papists anion|( us. 
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i have already cpmputed the charge of nursing ^ 
beggar's child (in which list I reckoaall cottager^, 
labourers, and four fifths of the farmers) to be about 
two shillings per annum, rags included ; and I be** 
lieve no gentleman would repine to give ten shHlingt 
for the carcass of' a good fat child, which, as I have 
said, will make four dishes of excellent nutritive 
meat, when he has only some particular friend or his 
own family to dtne with him. Thus the sqnhewill 
learn to be a good landlord, and grow popular among 
his tenants ; the mother will have eight shillings neat 
profit, and be fit for work, till she produces another- 
child- 

Those who are more thrifty (as I must confess the 
times require) may flay the carcass ; the skin of- 
which artificially dressed will miake admirable gloves 
for ladies, and summer boots for fine gentlemen. 

As to our city of Dublin, shambles may be ap- 
pointed for this purpose in the most co^veiwent part*, 
of It, and butchers we may be assured will not bte « 
wanting; althoiigh I rather recommend baying the 
children alive; than dressing them hot* from the 
knife, as we dp roasting pigs, 

A very worthy person, a true fover of his country^ . 
and whose virtues I highly esteem, was lately pleased 
in discoursing on this matter to offer a refinement 
upon my scheme. lie said, that many gentlemen of 
this kingdom, having of late destroyed their deer, he 
conceived that the want of venison . might be well 
supplied by the bodies of young lads and maidens, i 
not exceeding fourteen years of age nor under twelve; : 
so great a number of both sexes in every county 
being now ready to starve for want of work and ser- 
vice : and these to be disposed of by their parents if ^ 
alive, or othervvise by their nearest relations. But 
with due deference tp so excellent' a friend, and so 
deserving a patriot, I cannot be altogether in his ' 
sentiments; fox as to tbe males, my American ac-,^ 
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)Quaintance aiiured me from frequent etperiencc, 
tnat their fleih wai generally tough and lean, like 
that of our ichoolboyii by continual exerdae« and 
their taite diiagreeabJe^ and to fatten them would 
not aniwer the charge. Then ai to the feraatet, it 
would, I think with humble aubmisiion, be a lota 
to the publick, became they aoon would become 
breeders themielves s and beiidei, it is not impro* 
bable that some scrupulous people might be apt to 
censure such a practice, (although indeed ver^ un- 
justly) as a little bordering upon cruelty ; whirh, I 
conteH, has always been with me the strongest obiec* 
tion against any project, how well soever intended. 

But in order to justify my friend, he confesied^ 
that this expedient was put into his heiid bv the fd* 
mous Psalmanaazor, a native of the island I'ormosa, 
who came from thence to London above twenty years ' 
ago; and in conversation told my friend, that in his 
country, when any young person happened to be 
put to death, the executioner sold the carcA»N to per« 
sons of quality as a prime dainty ; and that in his 
time the Wly of a plump girl of fifteen, who was 
crucified for an attempt to poison the emperor, was 
sold to his Imperial maiestyS prime minister of state, 
and other jsreat mandarins of the court, in jointa 
from the gibbet at four hundred crowns. Neither 
indeed can I deny, that if the same use were made 
of several plump young girls in this town, who with- 
out one finale groat to their fortunes cannot stir 
abroad without a chair, and appear at a pluy^iouse and 
assemblies in foreign fineries which they never will 
pay for, the kingdom would not be the worse. 

Home persons of a desponding nptrit are in great 
concern about that vast number of ))Oor people, who 
are aged, dlieased, or maimed; and 1 have been de- 
sired to employ my thoughts, what course may be 
taken to ease the nation of so grievous an incum" 
brance. But 1 am not in the leant pain upon that 
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natter» b^use it is^very well known, tl^at they are 
every day dying, and rotting, by cold and famine^ 
and filth and vermin, as fast as can be reasonably 
expected. And as to the yoang labourers, they are 
now in almost as hopeful a condition : they cannot 
get work, and consequently pine away for want of 
nourishment, to a degree, tnat if at any time they are 
accidentally hired to common labour, they have not 
strength to perform it ; and thus the country and 
themselves are happily delivered from the evils to 
come.' 

I have too long digressed, and therefore shall re* 
turn to my subject. I think the advantages by the 
proposal, whicn 1 have made, are obvious and many, 
as well as of the highest importance. 

For first, as I Imve already observed, it would 
greatly lessen the number of papist^, with whom we 
are yearly overrun, being the principal breeders of 
the nation, as well as our most dangerous enemic^ 
and who stay at home on purpose to deliver the king- 
dom to the pretender, hoping to take their advantage 
by the absence of so many good protestants, who 
have chosen rather to leave their country, than stay 
at home and pay tithes against their conscience to an 
episcopal curate. 

Secondly^ the poor<er tenants will have something 
valuable of their own, which by law may be made 
liable to distress, and help to pay their landlord's. 
rent ; their corn and cattle being aheady seized, and 
money a thing unknown* 

Thirdly, whereas the maintenance of a hundred 
thousand children, from two years old and upward, 
cannot be computed at less than ten shillings a piece 
per annum^ the nation's stock will be thereby in- 
creased fifty thousand pounds per annum, beside the 
profit of a new dish introduced to the tables of all 
gentlemen of fprtune in the kingdom, who have any 
refinement in taste. And the money yi'iW circulate 
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among ourselves^ the goods being entirely of tme 
own growth and manufacture. 

Fourthly, the constant breeders, beside the gaiii 
of eight shillings sterling per annum by the sale of 
their children, will be rid of the charge of maitttain*' 
an^ them after the first year. 

Fifthly, this food woold likewise bring great cus- 
tom to taverns : where the vintners will certainly be 
•0 prudent as to procure the best receipts for dressing 
it to perfection, and consequently have their houses 
frequented by all the fine gentlemen, who justly value- 
themselves upon their knowledge in good eating; 
and a skilful cook, who understands how to oblige- 
his guests, will contrive to make it as esrpensive as 
thqr please. 

^ Sixthly, this would be a great inducement to mar- 
riage, which all wise nations have either encouraged! . 
by rewards, or enforced by laws and penalties* it 
would increase the care and tenderness, of mothers 
toward their children, when they were sure of a set- 
tlement for life to the poor babes, provided in sonvt 
sort by the publick, to their annual profit or expense. 
We should see an honest emulation among the mar- 
ried women» which of them could bring the fattest 
child to the market. Men would become as fond of - 
their wives durisg the time of their pregnancy, aa 
they are now of the mares m foal, their cows in calf, ' 
their sows when they are ready to farrow ;. nor o&'ts 
to beat or kick them (as is too froq^aent a practice) 
for fear of a miscarriage. 

Many other advantages might be enumerated. 
For instance, the addition of some thousand carcasses 
in our exportation of bacrelled beef: the propagation 
of 8 wines flesh, and improvement in the art of makings 
good bacon, to much wanted among us by the great 
destruction of pigs, too frequent at our table ; which 
are no way com^iarable in taste or magaificence to a 
wcI) gjrpwn, faty yeaf Uaj child, av hich roasted whole ^ 
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v^lll make a con^derabie figure at a lord mayor's 
feast, or any other publick entertainment. But this, 
and many others, I otoit, being studious of brevity. 

Supposing that one thousand families in this city 
would be constant customers for infants flesl^^ beside 
others who might have it at merry meetings, parti** 
cularly at weddings and christenings, I compute that 
Dublin would take ofF anmially about twenty thou* 
sand carcasiies ; and the rest of the kingdom (where 
probably they will be sold somewhat cheaper) the 
remaining eighty thousand. , 

I can think of no one objection, that will possibly 
be raised against this proposal, unless it should be 
urged, that the number of people will be thereby 
much lessened in th^ kingdom. This I freely own, 
and it was indeed one principal design in o0eiring it 
■to the world. I desire the reader will observe, uxat 
I calculate my remedy for this one individual king- 
dom of Ireland, and for no other that ever was» is^ 
or, 1 think, ever can be upon earth. Therefore let 
no man talk to me of other expedients : of taxing 
our absentees at five ahillings a pound: of using 
neither clothes, nor household furniture, except what 
is of our own growth and manufacture s of utterly 
lejocting the materials and instruments, that promote 
£mreign luxury : of curing the ej^pensiveness of pride, 
vanity, idlenesSy and gaming in our women : of in- 
troducing a vein of parsimony, prudence, and tern- 
perance: of learning to k>ve our country, in the 
want of which we diifer even from Laplanders, and 
the inhabitants of Tofinamboo: of quitting our 
animosities and factions,' nor acting any longer like 
jthc Jews, who were murdering one another at the 
-^ery jnoraent their city wa9 taken : of being aliltle 
jDautious not to sell our country and conscience for 
notbiDg : of teaching landlords to have at leaitt one 
degree .of mercy toward their' tenants : Lastly, of 
nutting a spirit of honesty, industry, an^ s^H into 
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our shopkeepers ; who, if a resolutioa could now be 
taken to buy only our negative goods, would imme^ 
diatcly unite to cheat and exact upon us in the price, 
the measure, and the goodness, oof could ever yet be 
brpught to make one fair proposal of just dealing, 
though often and earnestly invited to it. 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of these 
and the like expedients, till he has at least some 
glimpse of hope, that there will ever be some hearty 
and sincere attempt to put them in practice. 

But, as to myself, having been wearied out 
for many years with offering vain, idle, visionary 
thoughts, and at length utterly despairing of suo- 
cese, I fortunately fell upon this proposal ; which, 
as it is wholly new, so it has something solid and 
real, of no expense and little trouble, full- in our 
own power, and whereby we can incur no danger 
in disoblidng Enqlanp. For this kind of comr 
modity wul not bear exportation, the flesh being of 
too tender a consistence tp admit a long continuance 
in salt, although perhaps I could nanie a country, 
which would be glad to eat up our whole nation 
without it. 

After all, | am tiot so violently bent upon my 
own opinipn as to reje^ct any qfftr proposed by wise 
men^ which shall be found equally innocent, cheap, 
^asy^ and effectual. But before something of that 
kind shall be advanced in pontfa4iction to my scheme, 
and offering a better, I detire the author or authors 
will be pleased maturely to consider two points* 
First, as things npw staiid, how they will be able 
to £nd food and raiment for a hundred thousand 
useless naoutbs and backs. And secondly, therq 
being a routed ifiillion of creatures in human figure 
throughout this kingdom, whose whole subsistence 
put into a common stock would leave them in debt 
two pillions of pounds steiling, adding those, wHq 
are beggars \)y profession^ to the bulk of fi^nners^ 
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cottagers, and labourers, with the ivives and chiU 
drea» who are beggars in effect; I desire those poll* 
ticians who dislike my overture, and Qiay perhaps 
be so bold as to attenipt an answer, that they will 
first ask the parents of these niortalsr, whether they 
-would not at this day think it a great happiness to 
have been sold for food at a year old, m the manner 
I prescribe, and thereFy have avoided such a perpe- 
tual scene of misfortunes, as they have since gone 
through, by the oppression of landlords, the impos- 
sibility of paying lent without moitey or trade; the 
want of common sustenance, with neither bouse 
nor clothes to cover them from the inclemencies of 
the weather, and the.. most inevitable prospect of en- 
siling iKe like, or great<;r miseries, upon their breed 
for ever. 

I profess in the sincerity of my heart, that I have 
not the least personal interest in endeavouring to 
promote this necessary work, having no other motive 
t^am theNpublie good of my country, by advancing 
our trade, providing £[)r in&nts, relieving thepoor^ 
and giving some pleasure to the rich. I have no 
children, by which I can propose to get a tingle 
p^nny ; the youngest beipg nine years old, and my 
wife past childbearing. 
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TWO LETTERS ON SUBJECTS RELATIVE 
TO THE IMPROVEMENT Of IRELAND 



1, 
To Memrs. TRI7EMAN and L^YFIELD. 



GENTLEMEN, 

I AM inclined to think that I received a letter 
from you two last summer, directed to Dublin, while 
I was in the country, whither it was sent me : and I 
ordered an answer to it to be printed ; but, it seems, 
it had little eficct, and I suppose this will not have 
much more. .But ** the heart of this people is 
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing and 
their eyes they have closed." And, gentlemtn, I 
am to tell you another thing ; that the world is too 
regardless of what we write for publick good : that 
after we have delivered our thoughts, without any^ 
prospect of advantage, or of reputation, which lat« 
ter is not to be had but by subscribing oQr names, 
we cannot prevail upon a printer to be at the charge 
of sending it into the world, unless we will be at all 
or half the expense: and although we are willing 
enough to bestow our labours, we think it unrea- 
sonable to be out of pocket; because it probably 
may not consist with the situation of ourafiain. 

I do very much approve your good intentioiis, and 
in^a great measure, your manner of declaring them ; 
and I do imagine you intended that the world should 
not only know your sentiments, but my answer, 
which 1 shall impartially give. 
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That great prelate, in whose cover you directed 
your letter^ sent it to me in the morning ; and I begin 
my answer to-night, not knowing what tnterrupttoa 
I may meet with. 

I have ordered your letter to be printed* as it 
ought to be, along with my answer ; because I con« 
ceive, it will be more acceptable and informing to 
the kingdom. 

I shall therefore now go on to answer your letter 
in all manner of sincerity. 

Although your letter be directed to me, yet I 
take myself to be only an imaginary person; for, 
although I conjecture I had formerly one from you, 
yet I never answered it otherwise than in print ;. 
neither was I at a loss to know the reasons why so 
many people of this kingdom were transporting 
themselves to America. And if this encouragement 
were owing to a pamphlet written, giving an ac* 
count of -the country of Pennsylvania, to tempt 
people to go thither ; I do declare, that those who 
were tempted, by such a narrative, to such a jour- 
ney, were fools, and the author a most impudent 
knave ; at least, if it be the same pamphlet 1 saw 
when it first came out, which is above twenty«five 
years ago, dedicated to William Penn (whoni by a 
mistake you call ** Sir William Penn") and styhng 
him by authority of the Scripture << most noble go« 
vernor. " for I was very well acquainted with Penn^ 
and did, sbme years after, talk with him upon that 
pamphlet, and the impudence of the author, who 
spoke so many things in praise of the soil and climate, 
which Penn himself did absolutely contradict. 'For 
he did assure me, ** That this country wanted the 
shelter of mountains » which left it open to the 
northern winds from Hudson's Bay, and the Frozen 
Sea, which destroyed all plantations of trees, and 
was even pernicious to all common vegetables.'* 
But, indeed. New York, Virginia, and other parts 
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less northward, o^ more defended by mountains^ are 
described as excellent countries; but, upon what 
conditions of advantage foreigners go thither, lam 
yet to seek. 

• What evils our people avoid by running from 
hence, is easier to be determined. They conceive 
themselves to live under the tyranny pf most crqel 
exacting landlords, who have no views farther than 
increasing their rent-rolls. Secondly, You com* 
plain of the want of trade, whereof you seem not to 
know the reason. Thirdly, You lament most justly 
the money spent by absentees in England. Fourthly, 
You complain that your linen manufactace declines. 
Fifthly, That your tithe collectors* oppress you, 
&xthly, That your children have no hopes of pre-> 
ferment in the church, the revenue, or the army ; 
fo which you might have added the Uw, and all 
civil employments whatsoever. Seventhly, You are 
undone for want of silver, and want all other 
money. ^ 

I could easily add some other motives, which, to ^ 
men of spirit, who desire and expect, a'nd think 
they deserve the common privileges of human na- 
ture, would be of more force than any you have 
yet named, to drive them out of this kingdom, 
But, as these speculations may probably not much 
aflect the brains of your people, I shall choose to 
let them pass unmentioned. Yet, I cannot but ob« 
serve, thai my very good and virtuous friend, his 
excellency Burnet * fOjiliy nee tali indigne parente /} 
has not hitherto been able to persuade his vassals, 
by his oratory in the style of a commander, to settle 
a revenue on his viceroyal person. I havebeen like- 
wise assured, that in one of those colonies on the 
continent, which nature has so far favoured, as (by 
the industry of the inhabitants) to produce a great 

* Son to the Bishop of Salisbury. H. 
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quantity of excdlent rice, the stubborn people, 
having been told that the world was wide, took it 
into their heads that they might sell their own 
rice at whatever foreign market they pleased, and 
seem, by their practice, very unwilling to -quit that 
opinion. 

But, to return to my subject : I must confess to 
you both, that if one reason of your people's de*-, 
serting us, be, the despair of things growing better 
in their own country, I have not one syllable to an^ 
swer ; because that would be to hope for what is 
impossible ; and so I have been telling the publick 
these ten years. For there Art three events which 
must precede any such blessing : First, a liberty of 
trade ; secondly, a share of preferments in all kinds, 
equal to the British natives ; and thirdlyi a return 
of those absentees, who take away almost one half 
of the kingdom's revenue* As to the first and second, 
there is nothing left us but despair ; and for the third, 
it will never happen till the kingdom has no money 
to ^nd them, for which, in my own particular, I 
shall not be sorry. 

The exaction of landlords has indeed been a 
grievance of above twenty years standing. But^ as 
to what you object about the severe clauses relating 
to the improvement, the fault lies wholly on the 
oth^r side : for, the landlords, either by their igno* 
ranee, or gr^incss of making large rent-rolls, have 
performed this matter so ill, as we see by experience, 
that there is not one tenant in five hundred, who 
has made any improvement worth mentioning : for 
which 1 appeal to any man who rides through the 
kingdom, where little is to be found among the te- 
nants but beg^ry and desolation ; the cabins of the 
Scotch themselves in Ulster, being as dirty and nii- 
serable as those of the wildest Irish. Whereas good 
firm penal clauses for improvement, with a tolerable 
^y rent, and a reasonable period of time> would| 
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in twenty ye^rs, have increased the rents of Irclanj 
at least a third part of the intrinsick value. 

I am glad to hear you speak with some decency 
of the clergy and to impute the exactions you la« 
ment to the managers or farmers of the tithes. But 
you entirely mistake the fact : for I defy the most 
•wicked, and the most powerful clergyman in the 
.kingdom^ to oppress the meanest farmer in the pa- 
rish ; and I defy the same clergyman to prevent him- 
aelf from being cheated by the same farmer, when« 
ever that farmer shall be <lisposed to be knavish or 
peevish. For, although the Ulster tithfng-teller is 
more advantageous to the clergy, than any otl^er in 
the kingdom, yet the minister can demand no more 
than his tenth; and where the corn much exceeds 
the small tithes, as^ except in some districts, I am 
told it always does, he is at the mercy of every 
^tubbprn farmer, especially of those, whose sect as 
well as interest incline them to opposition. How- 
ever, I take it that your people bent for America^ 
|dp not show the best side of their prudence, in 
making this, one part of their complaint : yet they 
f^re solar wise; as hot to make the {>ayment of tithes 
{a scruple of conscience, which is too gross for any 
protestant dissenter, except a quaker, to pretend. 
But dp your people ihdeed think, that if tithes wevci 
abolished, oi* delivered into the hands 'of the iandr* 
lord, after the blessed manner in the Scotch spiritual 
feconoray, the tenant would sit easier in his rent 
under ^^he same person, who must be lord of the soil 
^nd of the tithe together? 

I am ready enough to grant, that the oppression of 
landlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its necessary 
(Consequences, . the want of money, half the re<* 
venues of the kingdom jspent abroad, the continue^ 
fiearth of three years, and the strong delusion m 
your people by false allurement from America, may 
(9e tlue chief motives of their eagerness after such ai| 
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expedition. But, there is likewise another tempta- 
tion ^ which is not of inconsiderable weight ; which 
is, their jtch of living in a countrywhere their sect 
is predominant, and where their ^yes and consciences 
■will not be ofi'ended by the stumbling block of cere- 
monies, habits, and spiritual titles. But I was sur- ' 
prised to find that those calamities, whereof we are 
innocent, have been sufficient to drive many families 
out .of their country, who had no reason to complain 
of oppressive landlords.. For, while I was laft year 
in the northern parts,- a person of quality, whose 
estate was let above twenty years ago, and then at a 
very reasonable rent, some for leases of lives, "and 
some perpetuities, did, in a few months, purchase 
eleven of those leases at a very inconsiderable price, 
although they were two years ago reckoned to pay 
but half value. Whence it is manifest that our pre- 
sent miserable condition, and the dismal prospect of 
worse, with other reasons above assigned, are suf- 
ficient to put men upon trying this desperate experi- 
ment, of changing the scene they are in, although 
landlords should, by a miracle, beconoe less inhu« 
man. 

There is hardly a scheme proposed for improving 
the trade of this kingdom, which does not manifestly 
show the stupidity and ignorance of the proposer: 
and I laugh with contempt at those weak wise heads^ 
who proceed upon general maxims, or advise us to 
follow the examples of Holland and England. These 
cqipiricks talk by rote, without understanding the 
constitution of the kingdom : as if a physician, 
knowing that exercise contributed much to health, 
should prescribe to his patient under a severe fit of 
the gout, to walk ten miles every morning. The 
directions for Ireland are very short and plain ; to 
encourage agriculture and home consumption, and 
utterly discard all importations which are not abso- 
lutely, necessary for health or life* And- how fcwr - 
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necessaries, conveniendesy or even comforts of ltf«*« 
ate denied us by nature, or not to be attained by la-^ 
bour and induilry! Are those detestable extravagant 
cUs of Flanders lace, English cloths made of our own 
•WiOiol, and other goods, Italian or Indian silks, tca^ 
coffee, chocolate, chinaware, and that profusion of 
wines, by the knavery of merchants growing dearer 
every seasoii^ with a hundred unnecessary fopperies, 
better known to others than me ; are these, I say, 
fit for us, any more than for the beggar who could 
not eat his veal without oranges? Is it not the highest 
indignity to human nature, that men should be such 
poltroons, as to suffer the kingdom and themselves t« 
be undone, by the vanity, the folly, the pride» and 
wantonness of their wives, who, under their present 
corruptions, seem to be a kind of animal suffered, 
for our sins, to be sent into the world for the des- 
' tructioo of families, societies, and kingdoms ; and 
whose whole study seems directed to be as expensive 
as they possibly can, in every useless article of living ; 
who, by long practice, can reconcile the most perni- 
cious foreign drugs to their health and pleasure, pro* 
vided they are but expensive, as starlings grow fat 
with henbane ; who contract a robustness by mere 
practice of sloth and luxury; who can play deep 
several hours after midnight, sleep beyond noon, 
revel upon Indian poisons, and spend the revenues 
of a moderate family, to adorn a nauseous, unwhole- 
some living carcass? Let those few who are* not 
concerned in any part of this*accusation, suppose it 
unsaid ; let the rest take it among them. Gracious 
God, in his mercy, look down lipon a nation so 
shamefully besotted! 

If 1 am possessed of a hundred pounds a year, and 
by some misfortune it sinks to fifty, without a pos' 
sibilit^ of ever being retrieved; does it remain A 
question, in such an exigency, what 1 am to do ? 
must not I retrench one half in .every article of ex* 
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{Ksse? or retire to some cheap, distant part of the 
country, where necessaries are at half value? 
..Is there any mortal who can show me, under the 
drcumstaiices we stand with our neighbours, under 
their inclinations towards us, under laws never to be 
repealed, under the desolation caused by absentees, 
under many other circumstances not to be mentioned, 
that this kingdom can ever be a nation of trade, or 
subsist by any other method than that of a reduced 
family, by the utmost parsimony, in the manner I 
have already prescribed ? 
. I am tired' with letters from many unreasonable 
well meaning people, who are daily pressing me to 
deliver my thoughts in this deplorable juncture; 
which, upon many others, I have so often done in 
vain* What will' it import, that half a score people 
in a coffee-house, may happen to read this paper, and 
even the majority of those few, differ in every senti- 
ment from me ? If the farmer be not allowed to sow 
his corn, if half the Uttle money among us be sent to 
pay rents to Irish absentees, and the rest for foreign 
laxury and dress for the women, what will our cha<* 
ritable dispositions avail, when there is nothing left 
to be given ? when^ contrary to all custom and ex« 
ample, all necessaries of life are so exorbitant, when 
money of all kinds was never known to be so scarce ; 
so that gentlemen of no contemptible estates, are 
forced to retrench in every article (except what re« 
lates to their wives) without being able to show any 
bounty to the poor? 



ANSWER TO SEVERAL LETTERS SENT FROM 
UNKNOWN HANDS. 1729. 

1 AM very well pleased with the good opiniofi 
ypvL express of me ; and wish it were any way in my 
power to answer jour expectations, for the service of 
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my country. I have carefully read your several 
schemes and proposals^ which you think should be 
offered to the parliament. In answer, I will assure 
you, that in another place, I have known very good 
proposals rejected with contempt by publick assem- 
blies, merely because they were offered from without 
doors ; and yodrs perhaps might have the same fate, 
especially if handed to the publick by me, who am 
not acquainted with three members, nor have the 
leaft interest with one. My printers have been twice 
prosecuted, to my great expense, on account of dis- 
courses 1 writ for the publick servicCi without the ' 
least reflection on parties or persons; and the success 
I had in those of the Dmpier, was not owing to my 
abilities, but to a lucky junctjire, when the fuel was 
ready for the first hand that would be at the pains 6f 
kindling it. It is true, both those envenomed pro- 
secutions were the workmanship of a judge, who is 
now gone to his own place* But, kt that be as it will, 
I am determined, henceforth, never to 1)C the instru- 
ment of leaving an innocent man at the mercy of 
that bench. 

It is certain there are several particulars relating to 
this kingdom, (I have mentioned a few of them in 
one of my Drapier's letters) which it were heartily 
to be wished that the parliament would take under 
their consideration, such as will no way interfere 
with England, otherwise than to its advantage. 

The f^st I shall mention, is touched at in a letter 
which I received from one of you; gentlemen, about ' 
the highways; which, indeed, are almost every 
where scandalously neglected. I know a very rich 
man in this city, a true lover and saver of his inoilejK, 
who, being possessed of some adjacent lands, has 
been at great charge in repairing effectually the roads 
that lead to them; and has assured me, that his 
lands are thereby advanced four or five shillings an • 
acre, by which be gets treble interests But, genC'*^ 
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rally speaking, all over the kingdom, the roads are 
deplorable ; ai|d what is more particularly barbarous, 
there is no sort of provision made for travellers on 
foot ; no, not near the city, except ia a very £tw 
places, and in a most wretched manner: whereas 
the English are so particularly careful in this pointy 
that you may travel there a hundred miles with less 
inconvenience thai| one mile here. But, since this 
may be thought too great a reformation, I shall o^ly 
speak of roads for horses, carriages, and cattle. 

Ireland is, I thinkt computed to be one third 
sn&aller than England; yet, by some natural disad- 
vantages, it would not bear quite the same propor** 
tion in value, with the same encouragement. How- 
every it has so happened, for many years past, that 
it never arrived to above one eleventh part in point 
of riches; and of hU, by the continual decrease of 
trade, and increase of absentees, with other circum* 
stances not here to be mentioned, hardly to 4 fifteenth 
part ; at least, if my calculations he right, which I 
doubt are a little too favourable on our side* 

Now, supposing^ day labour to be cheaper by one 
half here than in £ngland^ and our roads, by the 
nature of our carriages and the desolation of our 
country, to be not worn an4 beaten above one eighth 
part so much as those of Epgland, which, is a very 
moderate computation : I dp not see why the mend- 
ing of them, would be a greater burden to this kipg* 
doqti, than to that. 

There have been, I believe, twenty acts of parlia* 
meat, in six or seven years of the late tqng, for 
mending long tracts of impassable ways in several 
counties of England, by erecting turnpikes, and re-^ 
reiving passage money in a manner that every body 
knows. Jf what I have advanced be true, it would 
be hard tp give a reason against the same practice 
here; (ince the necessity is as great, the advantagCi^ 
ifi pro£0rtiQP> perhaps much greater, the matei^ilf 
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of Stone and gravel as easy to be found, and th6 
workmanship at lead tT;me as cheap. Be^des, the 
work may be done gradually^ with allowances for 
the poverty of the nation, by so many perch a year ; 
but with a special care to encourage skill and dili- 
gence, and to prevent fraud in the undertakers, to 
which we are too liable, and which are not always 
confined to those of the meaner sort: but against 
these, no doubt, the wisdom of the nation may, and 
will provide. 

Another evil, which,' in my opinion, deserves the 
publiok care, is the ill maaagement of the bogs ; the 
neglect whereof is a much greater mischief to this 
kingdom than most people seem to be aware of. 

It is allowed indeed, by those who are esteemed 
most skilful in such matters, that the red swelling 
mossy bog, whereof we have so many large tracts m 
this island, is not by any means to be fully reduced^ 
but the skirts, which are covered with a green coat^ 
easily may, being not accretion, or annual growth of 
moss, like the other. 

Now the landlords are generally so careless as tq 
iu£Fer their tenants to cut t£eir turf in these skirts, as 
well as the bog adjoined; whereby there is yearly 
lost a considerable quantity of land throughout the 
kingdom, never to be recovered. 

ifut this is not the greatest part of the mischief: 
for the main bog, although perhaps not reducible to 
natural soil ; yet, by continuing large, deep, straight 
canals through the middle, cleaned at proper times, 
as Iqw as the channel or gravel, would become se^ 
cure summer pastpre ; the margins might, with ^reat 
profit and ornament* be filled with quickins, birch,' 
and other trees proper for such a soil, and the canals 
be convenient for water carriage of the turf^ which is 
now drawn upon sled cars with great expense, dtf« 
ficulty, and loss of time, by reason of the many turf-^ 
pits scattered irregularly thxough thp bog, wheseia 
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gnat numbers of cattle are yearly drowned. An^ 
it has been» I confess, to mc a matter of the greatest 
vexation, as well as wonder, to think how any land* 
lor4 could be bq ab^surd as to suffer such havocK to be 
made* 

Ail the act? for encouraging plantations f>f forest* 
trees are, I am told, extremely defective; which, 
with ^reat submi^ion, must have been owin^ to a 
defect of skiH in the contrivers of them. In this 
climate, by the continual blowing cf the west-south- 
west wind, hardly any tre^s of value will come to 
perfection that is not planted in groves, except very 
rarely, and where there is much land-shelter. £ 
have not, indeed, read all the acts ; but from inquiry, 
I cannot learn that the planting iti groves is enjoined. 
And as the effects of these laws, I have not seen the 
least, in many hundred miles riding, except about a 
very few gentlemen's houses, and even those with 
very little skill or success. In all the rest, the hedges 
generally miscarry, as well as the larger blender twigs 
planted upon the tops of ditches, merely for want of 
common skill and care. 

I do not believe ^lat a greater and quicker profit 
could be made, than by planting large groves of ash, 
a few feet asunder, which in seven years would make 
the best kind of hop poles, and grow in the same or 
less time, to a second crop from their roots. 

It would likewise be of great use and bekuty in 
our desert scenes, to oblige cottagers tp plant ash or 
elm before their cabins, and round their potatoe gar* 
dens, where cattle either do not or ought not to come 
to destroy them. 

The common objection against all this, drawn 
from the laziness, the perversenesS) or thievish dispo* 
sition, of the poor native Irish, might be easily an- 
swered, by showing the true reasons for such accu- 
sations, and how easily those people may be brpught 
to a less savage manner of life : but my printers have 
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ulready suffered too much for mytpecuktions* Howt 
cver» supposing the size of a native's understanding 
just equal to that of a dog or a horse, I have ofteii 
seen those two animals civilixed by rewards, at least 
as much as by punishments. 

It w^uld be a noble achievement to abolifli the 
Irish language in this kingdom, so far at least as tn 
oblige all the natives to sf^ak only English, oq every 
cMxasion of business, in shops, markets, fairs» and 
other places of dealing : yet I am wholly deceived, 
if this might not be eftectually done in less than half 
an age, and ^t a very trifling expense ; for such I 
look upon a tax to be of only six thousand pounds 
a year, to accpmi^^ so great a work. This would, 
in a great ineasure, civilize the most barbarous among 
them, reconcile them to our customs and manner of 
living, and reduce great numbers to the national re* 
Ugioo, whatever kind may then happen tp be esta« 
bush^. The method is plain and sino^ple; and 
ailthough X am too desponding to produce it, yet I 
could heartily wish some publick thoughts were 
employed to reduce this uncultivated people frooi 
that i(He, savage, beastly, thievish manner of life, in 
which they continue sunk to such a degree, that it 
is almost impossible for a country gendeman to find 
a servant of human capacity, or the least ti^ure of 
natural honesty, or who does not live among hia 
own tenants in continual fear of having his plan- 
tations destroyed, his cattle stolen, and his gooda 
pilfered. 

The lovci affection, or vanity of living in England, 
continuing to carry thither so many wealthy families^ 
the consequences mcreof, together with the utter loss 
of all trade, except what is detrimental, which has 
forced such great numbers of weavers^ and others,: 
to seek their bread in foreign countries ; the unhappy 
practice .pf stocking such vast quantities of land with 
s^cep and other cattle, which reduces twenty families 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FHOM CnKKOVN l^B&SOMS. 67 

to one : these events, I say* have exceedingly depopula- 
ted this kingdom for several years past. I should heartily 
'wifbj therefore/ under this miserable dearth of money, 
that those who are most concerned M^ould thiijk it 
advisable to save a hundred thousand pounds a ye^r, 
ivhich is now sent out of this kingdom, to ifefed us 
with corn. There is not an older or more uncon* 
troverted maxim in the politicks of all wise nations, 
than that of encouraging agriculture. And there* 
fore, to what kind of wisdom^ a practice so directly 
contrary among us may be reduced, I am by no 
means a judge. If labour and people make the tuie 
riches of a nation, what must be the issue, where one 
part •£ the people are forced away, and the other 
have nothing to do ? 

If it should be thought proper by wiser heads, 
that his majesty might be applied to in a national 
way, for giving the kingdom leave, to coin half- 
pence for its owii use ; 1 believe no good subject 
will be under the least apprehension that such a 
request could meet with refusal, or the least delay. 
Perhaps we arc the only kingdom upon earth, or 
that ever was or will be upon earth, which did not 
enjoy that common right of civil society, under the 
proper inspection of its prince or legislature, to 
coin money of all usual metals for its own occa-' 
sion. Every petty prince in Germany, vassal to the 
emperor, enjoys this privilege. And 1 have seen in 
this kingdom several silver pieces, with the inscrip- 
tion of CIVITAS WATSRFORD^ D&OOHEDAOil, anc^ 

Other towns. 
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A VINDICATION OF HIS EXCELLfeNCY 
JOHN, LORD CARTERET, FROM THE 
CHARGE OF FAVOURING NONE BUT 
TORIES, HIGH CHURCHMEN, AND JA- 
COBITES. 1730. 



IN order to treat this important subject with the 
greatest fairness and impartiality, perhaps it may be 
convenient to give some account of his excellency ; 
in whose life and character there are certain particu- 
lars which might give a very just suspicion of some 
truth in the accusation he lies under. 

He is descended from two noble, ancient, and most 
loyal families, the Carterets, and the Granvilles : too 
much distinguished, I confess, for what they acted » 
and what they suffered in defending the former con- 
stitution in church and state, under king Charles the 
martyr; I mean that very prince, on account of 
wiiose martyrdom a form of prayer, with fasting, was 
enjoined by ace of parliament to be used dn the 30th 
day of January every year, to implore the mercies of 
God, that the guilt of that sacred and innocent blood, 
might not be visited on us or our posterity ; as we 
may re^d at large in our Common Prayer Books; 
which day has been solemnly kept, even within the 
memory of many men now alive. 

His excellency, the preser>t lord, was educated in 
the university of Oxford ; from whence, with a sin- 
gularity scarce to be justified, he carried away more 
Greek, Latin, and philosophy, than properly became 
a person, of his rank; indeed much more of each, 
than most of those wiw i^rt forced to live by their 
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leamlngy trill be at the unnecessary pains to load 
tfaeir heads with* 

This was the rock he split on, upon his first ap« 
pearance in the world, and having just got clear of 
his guardians. For, as soon as he came to town, 
some bishops and clergymen, and other persons most 
eminent for learning and parts, got him among them ; 
from whom although he were fortunately dragged by 
-a lady and the court, yet he could never wipe off the 
stain, nor wash out the tincture of his university ac« 
quirements and dispositions,. 

To this another misfortune was added, that it 
pleased GiOd to endow him with gre^t natural talents, 
memory, judgment, comprehension, eloquence, and 
witt and, to finish the work, all the^e were fortified 
even in his youth with the advantages received by 
such employments, as are best fitted both to exercise, 
and polish, the gifts of nature and education, having 
been ambassador in several courts, when his age 
would hardly allow him to take a degree ; and made 
principal secretary of state, at a penod, when, ac« 
cov&Ag lo custom, he ought to have been busied in 
losing hjs money at a chocolate-house, or^ in other 
^uniuenients, equaUy laudable and epideniick, among 
persp^s of honour. 

1 cannot omit another weak side in his excellency* 
For it is known, and can be proved upon hitn, that 
Greek and Latin books might be found every day in 
his dressing room, if it were carefully s^rched ; and 
there is reason to suspect, that some of the said 
books have been privately cpnveyed to him by tory 
bands. I am likewise aM6red, that he has been taken 
in the very fact of reading the said books, even in the 
midst of a session, to the great neglect of publick 
affairs. 

I own, there may be some-grounds for tbi$ charge ; 
Ibecause I have it from jgood hands, that when bis 
fzpellency is at dinner with one or two scholais at hit 
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clbowsy he grows a most insupportable and ufllntel* 
ligible companion, to all the fine gentlemen round 
the table. 

I cannot deny, that his excellency lies under aa« 
other very great disadvantage. For, with all the ac- 
'complishments abovementioned, adding that of a 
most comely and graceful person, and during the 
prime of youth, spirits, and vigour, he has in a most 
unexemplary manner led' a regular domestick life ; 
discovers a great esteem, and friendship, and love for 
his lady, as well as true aiFection ibr his children; 
and when he is disposed to admit an entertaining 
evening companion, he does not always enough re- 
flect, whether the person may possibly in former 
d^ys have lain under the imputation of a ^ory; nor at 
9uch times do the natural, or a£Pected fears of popery 
and the pretender, make any part of the conversa- 
tion : I presume, because ^either Homer, f lato, 
Aristotle, nor - Cicero, have mfide any mention of 
them. 

These I freely acknowledge to be his p^ceUency'^ 
failings : yet, I think it is agreed by phUosophiers 
and divines, that some allowance ought to be given 
to human infirmity, and to the prejudices of a wrong 
education. 

I am well .awarci how much my sentin^ents differ, 
from the orthodox opinions of one or two principal 
patriots, at the head of whom I name with honour 
ristorides ; for these have decided the matter directly 
against me, by declaring, that no person, who was 
ever known to lie under the suspicion of one single 
tory principle, or who had been once s^een at a great 
man's levee in the worst of times*, should, be- al- 
lowed to come within the verge dF the casjtle > much 
less to bow in the antichamber, appear at the asaem* 

* T^e four las^ years of queen Anne, vheii lord Oxford, w 
niinister, were so called by the whi^s. H» 
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bllef» or dance at a birthnight. However, I dare 
assert that this maxim has been often controlled; and 
that on the contrary, a considerable number of early 
penitents have been received into grace, who are now 
an ornanient, happiness, and support to the nation. 

Neither do I find any murmuring on some other 
points of greater importance, where this favourite 
jnaxim is not so strictly observed. 

To instance only in one. I have not heard that 
any. care has hitherto been taken tp discover whether 
madam Vioiantc* be a whig or tory in her prin- 
ciples ; or even that she has ever been offered the 
oaths to the government : on the contrary, I am told, 
that «he openly professes herself to' be a highflyer ; 
and it is not improbable, by her outlandish name, she 
may also be a papist in her heart ; yet we see this. 
illustrious and dangerous female, openly caressed by 
principal persons of both parties; who contribute to' 
support her in a splendid manner, without the least 
apprehensions from a grand junr, or eyeti from squire' 
Hartley Hutcheson himself, that zealous prosecutor 
of hawkers and libels. An4» as Hobbes wisely ob* 
serves,.so much money being equivalent to so much 
power, it may deserve considering, with what safety 
such an instrument of power ought to be trussed in 
the hands of an alien, %who has not given any legal 
security for her good affection to tk^ government. 

I confess, there. is one evil which I could wish our 
friends would think, proper to redress. There are 
many whigs in this kingdom of the old fashioned 
stamp, of whom we .might make very good use. 
They bear the same loyalty with us to the Hanoverian 
family, in the person of King George the lid ;^ the 
the same abhorrence of the pretender, with the con- 
sequeaces of pope^ and slavery ; and. the ftime induU 

♦AfamofUs Italian roptdincer. H. 

Digitized by CjOOQiC 



f 

fc 



7^ A triNDICATIOlf Of 

e nee to tendef conscieaces : but having nothing to tM 
!or then^sclves, and therefore the more leisure ^o think 
for the publick, they are often apt to entertain fears* 
and melancholy prospects, concerning the state of 
their country, the decay of trade, the want of mo* 
jxcy, the miserable condition of the people, with 
other topicks of the like nature ; all which do equally 
concern both whig and tory 5 who, if they have any 
thing to lose, must be equally sufferers. Perhaps, 
<)ne or two of these melancholy gentlemen, will some- 
times venture to publish their thoughts ju print ; now 
I can by no means approve our usual cu :510m of curs- 
ing and railing at this species of thinkers, under the 
liames of tories^ Jacobites, papists, libellers, icbeJs^ 
aiid the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, angry, j>u5t* 
ling, well meaning mortal Pistorides ; who lies equally 
under the contempt of both parties ; with no other 
difference than a mixture of'pity on one side, and of 
aversion on the other. 

H6w has h^ been pelted, pestered, and pounde^l by 
one single wa^ who protuises never to forsake him^ 
living or dead ! 

I was miich pleased with the humour of a surgeon 
in this town;- who having, in bis own apprehension, 
rieccivtd some great injustice from the carl of Galwayn 
and despairing of revenge as well as relief, declared to 
all his friends, that he had set apart one hundred 
guineas to purchase the earPs carcase from the sex- 
ton, whenever it should die, to make a skeleton of the 
bones, stuff the hide, and show them for threepence ; 
and thus get vengeance for the injuries he had suffer- 
ed by it$ owner. 

Of the like spirit too often is that implacable race 
of wits; ag§inst whom there is no defence but inno« 
cence and philosophy, neither of which is likely to» 
bt at hand ; and therefore the wounded have no> . 
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iviiere-toily for a cUTe» but to downright stupidity, 
a crazed head, or a profligate contempt of guilt and 
ihamev- 

i am therefore sorry for that other miserable crea- 
ture Traulds ; -who, although of somewhat a different 
species, yet seems very far to ootdo even the genius 
of Ptstorides, in that miscarrying talent of railing 
without consistency, or discretion, against the most 
innocent persons, according to the present situation 
of his gall and spleen. I do not blame an honest 
gentleman, for the bitterest invectives against one, to 
whom he professes the greatest friendship, provided 
he acts in the dark so as not to be discovered : but in 
the imdst of caresses, visits, and invitations, to run 
into the streets, or to as publick a place, and with- 
out the least pretended incitement, sputter out the 
basest and falsest accusations, then to wipe his mouth, 
come up smiling to his friend, shake him by the hand, 
and teli him in a whisper it was all for his service : 
this proceeding I am bold to think a great failure in 
prudence: and I am afraid lest such a practitioner, 
with a body so open, so foul, and so full of sores, 
may fall under the resentment of an incensed political 
aargeon, who is not in much renown for his mercy, 
upon great provocations : who, without waiting for 
his death, will flay and dissect him alive ; and to the 
view of mankind lay open all the disordered cells of 
his brain, the venom of his tongue, the corruption of 
his heart, and spots and flatuses of his spleen : and all 
this for threepence. 

lu such a case what a scene would be laid open !» 
and, to drop my metapoor, what a character ot Our- 
mistaking friend might an angry enemy draw and. 
expose! particularizing that unnatural conjunction' 
of vices and folHes, so inconsistent with' each other' 
ia the same breast : furious and fawning, scfurrilous 
and flattering, cowardly and provoking,- insolent and 
direct ; most profligately * false, with the strongest 
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proftsaiens of tiiMcifty ; p«ddvr sod fwUM^f'tftwis^ 
Dieal and slavish* 

I apprehend, that if all this should be set ost tor 
the wofkl, by itn angry whig of Ac old stamp, llie 
unavoidable coaseqiience muai: be^ » coafiiieiMnt of 
our friend for sonoie inooths more to his gMreft^ aack 
thereby depriving the pabltck fotf so loiiff a thuB^ and 
in so mportant a jtHietttre» oi his tMoiil talems i» 
their service, while he is fed liice a wtUI beast thvooglv 
a hole; but I hope with a special fcgaid to tbe 
quantity and quality of his nonr ishnent* 

In vain would bis evcnsers endeavour to pallMto 
his enormities, by imputing them to madnasa ; be^' 
oause it is well koowo, that madisess oidy opatfates hf 
iaflamitig and enlarging the good or evil <fispoiit]Ot» 
of the mind. For thi c«ratoi% of BeiHam assmc 
us, that some lonaticks arr persons of honour^ t^uflk^ 
benevolence, and manf other viftocs, which appear 
in their highest ravings, although after a vrild iiieaM 
herent manner ; while others, on the ooutfary^ dis«r 
cover in every word aad actioOy tibs utmost baseness* 
and depravity of human minds; whtoh infeUibly tbt^ 
])osscssed in the same degree, akhoogb pcrbsr{)i under 
a better regulation, before their cntmnett into tfaal^ 
academy. 

But it may be objected^ Ihtfe tfacr^ is aa af]g«il)eRt 
of much force, to etcuse the overflowings of that xcal^ 
tvhich qur fViead sliows or meqins for our causs* Anc> 
it must be confessed, that the easy and smooth fluency 
of his elocution, bestowed on him bynatarB^ aM 
ctiltivated by continual practioc, added to the cmdi* 
ness of his person, tl^e harmony of' his iroioe^ the 
gracefulness of his manner, and the deosncy of his> 
dress, are temptations too strong for such a gemuo 
to resist, upon aoy publick occasion of nu&king them 
appear with univerSAJ applause* .And if good men 
are sometiraes aeoascd- of Icvting .their jcitf belter 
ttUa their frielid ; .surely to gaia the reputation c# 
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Hie first ^orator in the kmgdotn, no^ man of spirit 
would scruple to lose all the frien(|8 he had in the 
worid* 

k ie «8oal lor maiiters to make their boys dedaim 
en both fklca of aa argament ; and as some kinds of 
asKinbKea are called the schools of politick^, i eonfess 
cotbiag can belter ttuprove political sshoolboys, than 
ifaexct of making plausible » or impWiusibte harangues, 
against tlM ^mry •phiioa for which the/ resolve to 
<ietefinine. 

So cardioi) Perron » after having «pdke for an hour 
to the adnUralion of all his hearers to prove the ex- 
istence of God, told some of his intimates, that he 
cquld have spoken another hour, and much better, 
to prove the contrary. 

I bare olacsd this reasoning in the strongest light 
llujt I thioK it wiii bear ; and have nothing to answer, 
but that tUowing it as mucli weight as the reader 
ch^itt please, it has oonstantljr m«t with ill success in 
tile mouth of o«r fiiei^; but whether for want of 
4S0gd ludc, or good -management, I suspend my judg>- 

SDCQlt. 

To re^ani from this ion^ di^resston ; if persons iii 
Jbigh stations have been lUlowed to choose wenched 
"Wiiliout regard even to diference in religion) yet 
Mver incurr«i the least reflection on their loyaky or 
their prot«Mantism ; shall the chief governor of a great 
kingdom be eensured for choosing a companion, who 
3D»7 formeiiy have been suspected for diif'ering frorti 
the ortiiodox in aome speculative opinions of persons 
and things, which cannot aifect the fundamental 
principles of a sound whig ? 

fiut let me suppose a veir possible case. Here h 
« person sent to govern Ireland, whose unfortunate 
w«ak side it happens to be, for severatl oeasons above- 
meiitioiied, that he has encouraged the attendance of 
(me or two gentlemen distiinguished for their taste, 
f)liff wit, m^d 4heir iearntng^ who have taken t^ 
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oaths to his majesty, and pray heartily for hkii : yci^ 
because they may perhaps be stigmatized as quaniam 
tories by Pistoridts and his gang, hia exccUeocy muat 
be forced to banish theoi, under the pain and peril of 
displeasing the zealots of his own party ; and thcrdbjr 
be put into a worse condition th^n .every comsoa 
good fellow, who may be a sincere preteatant and a 
loyal subject, and yet rather choose to drink fine ale 
at the pope's bead, than muddy at the king's* 

Let me then return to my suppositions. . It is cer«- 
tain the high flown loyalists, ii^ the present sense of 
the word, have their thoughts* ^d studies, and 
tongues, so entirely diverted by political schemes, 
that the zeal of their principles has eaten up their 
understandings; neither have they tiniie from their 
employments, their hopes, and their. hourly labours, 
for acquiring new additions pf ni$rit, to amuse thcni^ 
selves with philological converse or speculationsi 
which are utterly ruinous to all scheme^ of xisiidg ia 
the world. What tben must a great man do» whose 
ill stars have fatally perverted him to a lovc» and tast^, 
and possession of literature, politeness, and. good 
sense ? Our thoroughsped republick of whigs, wnich 
contains the bulk of all hpp^rs, pretenders, expeotcn* 
and. professors, are beyond all doubt most highly 
useful to princes, to governors, to gres^t ^^nistem, 
and to their country; but at the sao^e time, and by 
necessary consequence, the mo^t disagreeable convpa^ 
nioDs to all who have that upfortunate turn of mtnd 
peculiar to his excellency, and perhaps to £ve or six 
more in a nation. 

I do not deny it possible, that an original pr prosei^ 
lyte favourite of the times, pni&ht have been born to 
those useless talents, which ip ^rrner ages qualified a 
man to be a poet or a philosopher. All 1 contend for 
is, that where the true genius of party once entJBff, it 
sweeps the house clean, and leaves room for iiiaay 
other spirits to tal^e joinf possession, unUl (h<. iM 
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fTfte of th^t man is exceedingly ' better tban the 
ftret. 

I allow it a great errouv in his elcdlency, that he 
-Ac^ercs BO obstinately'io hw old unfashionable acade- 
mick education ; yet so perverse is human nature, 
that the usual remedies for this evil in others^ have 
produced a contrary cflPect in him ; to a degree, that 
i am credit^y informed, he will, as i have a'lready 
Irinted, in the middle of a session, quote passages out 
of Plato and Pindar at his own table to some book- 
learned companion without blushing, even when pcr- 
4ions of gKat stations •are by. 

f m'M v<6ntiire one etep &r€her ; which is, freely 
to conless, that this mistaken method of e(^ucatii^ 
youth in tbe knowledge di «t)cient learning ^nd Ian- 
^age, 16 too apt to spdtl th^ir politicks and prinqi* 
pies ; 'beeavme th^ doctrine and examples of the books 
ithcy <read» teaob tbein lessons directly contrary in 
4wery pomt to the present practice of the world : and 
•cecp^ia^ly Hobbes most judiciously observes, that 
the writings of the Greeks and Romans, made young 
ihcn i«A>iibe opinions against absolute power in a 
prifice, or even in a first minister, and embrace no- 
tions of liberty and property. 

kthas been therefore a great fericity in these kirig- 
4oifP«, that the heirs to titles' and large estates, have 
^ weakness m their eyes, a tenderness in their consti- 
tiitioiis ; are not able to bear the pain and indignity 
of whippiti^ ; and as the mother rightly expresses 
h, •eoidd f^wWr ittit to their books, yet are well 
jCHOttgh ^i:^f}ed to *»gn a receipt for half a year's 
«ilit) to pi3t4:hdr niknoes (rightly apclt) to a warrant, 
afidfp>read pjimjAlets against religion and high fly n 
ing ; whe*ebT they fill their niches, and carry theni- 
«5lvfes througn the world with that dignity whichbebt 
io^GOtties a senator and a 'squire. 

•I^ould heartily wish his excellency wou'd be more 
^oodescendi^or to thie genius of the kini^cloin he cro- 
H3 -oogle ^ 
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verns ; to the ct^ndition of the times, and to the Bt» 
ture of the station he fills. Yet if it be true, what 
I have read in old EpgUfh storybooks, that one 
Agesilaus (no matter to the bulk of my readers wbe** 
ther I spell the name right or wrong) was caught by 
the parson of the parish riding on a hobbyhorse with 
his children ; that Socrates a heathen philosopher 
was found dancing by himself at fourscore ; that a 
king called Caesar Augustus (or some such name) 
used to play with boys, whereof some might possibly 
be sons of tories ; and that two great men called 
Scipio and Laelius, (I forget their christian namet, 
and whether they were poets or generals) often played 
at duck and drake with smooth stones on a riytr : 
Now J say, if these facts be true, (and the book 
where I found them is in print) I cannot* imagine 
why our most zealous patriots may not a little in« 
dulge his excellency in an infirmity, which is not 
morally evil ; provided he gives no publick scandal ; 
which is by all means to be avoided : I say* why he 
may not be indulged twice a week to converse with 
one or two particular persons ; and let him and them 
con over their old exploded readiqgs together, after 
mornings spent in hearing and prescribing; wa^s and 
means from and to his most obedient poHticians for 
the welfare of the kingdom ; altl^ough the said pai^* 
ticular person, or persons, may not have made so 
publick a declaration of their political faith in all its 
parts, as the business of the nation requires 2 still 
submittin|; my opinion to that happy majority, which 
I am confident is ahvaya in the right ; by whom the 
liberty of the subject has been so frequently, so stce- 
nuoufly, and so successfully asserted ; who, by their 
wise counsels, have made ^opmerce to flourish, 
money to abound, inhabitants to increase, the value 
of lands and rents to rise ; an J ^he whole island put 
Off a new face of plenty ^nd pjfdiperity. 
But, in order to pleat bis cii(cellenpjr more 6iUy 
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inm tUf accQEat&on of sbowing his fstvdurif to high* 
•filers,' tories, »ii4 jato^fes, it will be neccBsaiy tc; 
oome to parttO(ils(rt. ^^ ' 

The firilt peHjon of a'tdiy denomiiiation, to whom 
his exctWtacj gaVe' any maf ks Cff tfis favbitr, waa 
doctor ThofBftf Slidn^. If is to be observed, that 
tlus happened to^eirXf in Ws cxccllency*s govcrn- 
:tatmtj as itmn/'be }ui(tly supposed he had' not been 
-iafevitied df thatgeiitlemtftn^s charader upon so dan* 
g«io«s aA '^rtiicle.' iThe dottor beiitg. ^eH known, 
.and4<>t>nguishbd iot his skill and Weeesfih the edu- 
X9!dom of yooth,' hey^Mtd^most'of his t>rofcssion for 
iina»y years pasti-^iiilaa.i^eomniebaed to his excellency 
oa ttte sl»t«'of b^^^^eikrhlng^ and parUcvUrly foir hi^ 
:kiiowledge in>the'^^ tongue ; Whereof, it seems, 
•hiscxeeltenef Is a grea^'admirer, although 4ot wha^ 
livqtons I«<j^ld"neveV imagine. However, it is 
>agt«<d oti'aM liiandi^ 1!hat his I^nfehip was too easily 
pfemicd en' by %lier doctdr^ riequest, or itidecd rather 
fvonftUhe bifts Df Hl^oWn nature, to hear a ti^gedy 
«eted in that onkHttyKi Utoguagelyyr the doctor's ladr, 
.-wltiQb was wTitttti'fyjr^s^mae Heathen ahthor ; ' but 
whstbcT'it ebfltftin«d anytbry ortiV^ ohnrch princt- 
•f^a, must bo^'Ieft'W the 'consciences: of the boys^ 
the^doctor and'his f^MIe ncy ; the only witnesses in 
tfab caae^ whose tifttifniinies can he depended upon. 
' * It seemsi his excellency {a thing never to be suffich- 
f ntly wondered at)'was «o pleased with his entertain- 
ment, that some time kktr he gave th^ doctor a church 
lividg lo the value of afmost one hundred pounds a 
yeaf, and made bini one of his chaplains; from an 
antiquated notion that good ^choolrhasters ought to 
be^eticoi^paged in^very natioh professing civility anfl 
feligion:' ' Yet his excellency did p/o| venture to tnake 
thif» bold step without strong rec'on^endations from 
persons of undoubted principles fitted to the times ; 
who thought themselves bound in justice, honour, 
and gratitude, to do the doctor a good pfiicc, in return 
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for die care be had tafcea c£ iMr dMnn^ m4S 
those of tbcLr frieoda. Yetjhe. caraatfophe wia 
terrible ; for the doctor, in the bei|pbt of his ftltetlf 
and (Tatitude, gmng down €a lake foescanon of his 
parisQ, and furnished wUb a|ipw ledaennoos, whcfc^ 
of as it is to be aopposod the nunber wm veryamaU* 
Jiaving never served a ^ure in the cU^rch, he atopfied 
^t Cork to attciid on his bishop; aod^pU^tochiifeh 
on the Sunday following, was, aeooidmg do abe wnud 
civility of .gantry dergymen, invited by Abe flibM»> 
'ter of the parish .to stt.f^y die piil|lit« It bmpteod 
|x> be the fijcst^of Ai^at;^ d^.^fst of Aii9aa( 
happpened that Tear to4ight upoua a. Sunday t oad tt 
Jiappened Uiat ibe doftof s Pm^ w^ in these words : 
** Sufficient w0 ;ehe 4JUqr i> ^ fevil.^efeeof * ;" and 
lastly, j|t bafi^pcfied that soma-oae pe^a n ai ibejcottt 
gregatiofi, Fhqse lovalty made bin> lafatebful i^oq 
t^ty ajppfacan/ce ot daiiger lo bia BRajealy'a penapo 
and gQYemmept, whefi jarvwe w^ «ivar> ga»B abie 
idarnir No^ was icnmadU^eljr apf>t up Io^Ismnmi'; 
and by the ^^ of one BAap< fff D^.btfga (dimeaaiona 
jof body Of: tpindi flach a clwaiQwr was taiaed, ffaat 
'vre in Oublin couM appceheipid no .lata than lao ianni* 
Stion by the psekodcr, ivho* anasl ba laodnd in <be 
[south. The result was, that :tbe do^or oaiist be 
struck out of the (duplains lisl, and appear «o iwsoc 
.at the castle ; ye^ whether he were then, or be atthia 
day, a whiff or a tory, I think is, a seoset ; ooly it sa 
^nxsuilfest, that he is a aealoua Hanoyecian at least in 
poetry, and a great ada^irer 'Of the presaot cojrAi 
/aroily, throug[h all lis brao^shea^ His frtvida likewise 
^8ert« ^at.he bad pleached thlstsoHnoii often-undar 
rthe same test; that nojt having oiysorved the words, 
.till he was in (he pulpit^ and Ivad opened his n^tesy 
^8 he is a person a liule abstraicted, be wanted pca- 

* The firs^^f August is th« anniveimry of the Hai^ottriit^ 
mily^s accessiou to the crowu p4 Gies^ f&ri^in. H.. 
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Mce of ttMBd to- ehtege ifhem : and tint in the 
.whole sermon there was not a syllable relating to gor> 
▼eramcnrOKf pairty, or to the subject of the day. 

In this ificident there seems to have been a union of 
events, that will pfobably never happen again to the 
end of the world ; or is^ at least, like the grand 
conjunction in the heavens | which, I think, the^ 
say- caiia arrive hot 0nce in twenty thousand years. 

The second gentleman (if I ana right in my chro- 
nology) who, under the (Suspicion of a tory, received 
some favour from his ^excellency, is Mr. James 
Stopford ; very ctrongly recommended by the most 
eminent whig in England, on the account of his 
learning and virtue, and other accomplishments. He 
had passed the greatest part of his youth in close 
study,- or in travelling, and was either not at home, 
or not at leisure to trouble his thoughts about party ; 
which I allow to be a great omission, although 1 
cannot honestly place him in the list of tories : and 
therefore think his excellency may be fairly acqiiittM 
-for ^ making hi|n vicar ^ f IngUss, ^orth' abotkt 'oi)e 
Inndr^ poimds a year. 

. The third i> doctor Patrick Delany. This divine 
lies under some disadvilntage ; having in his youth- 
received, many orvilities froni ascertain * person, then 
-in a very high station here ; for which reason I doubt 
-the doctor never drank his- confMon since ; and 
what makes the matter desperate, it is now too late ; 
unlns our inquisttors wiir be content with drinking 
cdnfuaioil t6 his memory* * The aiforesaid eminent 
pcrsdii, who wte a judge of all n^erit, except that 
of party, dibtinguishe^ the'doctor among other ju-> 
ni«TS in our uaiversity^ for his learning, virtue^ dis- 
Cfttion, apd good sense. But the doctor was then 
-in too good asttuatidn at his college, to hope, 6ren^ 

* Sir Constantine Phipps, lord dunceUipr of IrelancI whe(\ 
aueen Aniie <lie4- H» ' . • * 
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^kavxxur at a better lUtMiAmmtf from Ofie who M 
no power to give it him* t» 

Upon the present lord Ueuten^oi'^ cofnisg ^ver* 
the d9ctor wu R^oned to bis exce lUnc^r tq^ n Ifneod * 
among othpr 4er^ of di^tiiMiMoiit e^ peiQPOPS urthaee 
fohaRCters it was prq^f iu9 ««celleticy €boid4 ki>ow4 
^nd hy tbe trutb ^ wUch -the givter wpuld be «aab 
tent to .standor fall la bis expeljeney's opinion ; eiiux 
a»ot one of thou pefiops wen^ m perticolar frieodsbip 
<ivitb tbe gentleuiaA wbo gavis in dieir aain^. By 
$hi$, and sooae otber incidenkfy pariiculairly tbe i*- 
cQwmcndafeioo of 4be late ar<hbi4wp of Dublin* the 
doctor becaaie known ius excellency ; whose fata) 
turn of mind toward baathcnisfa and outlandisb 
boo^sand laogiMgQSs finding, as I conceive* alike 
, disposition in the doctor, was the cause of bi^ be- 
coming so domestidc* as we aie told be i* at tbe castk 
j>f DttbUn. . . 

Tbi^e or four veauv ago, tbe doetor giown ifMry 
pf an academick life, for some reiisons best known 
to tbe xnansgers of the diMf^Une in that learned to* 
ciety (which it may not be for ibeif bonour to moa- 
tioD ) resolved to letuv<$ it ; although* by tb» benefit 
of tbepupiJb, and bis senior feUovrAip« witb allil|p 
serquisitei^ be received eveiy year between ntsie 
hundred sind a thousand pounds* And a squall son* 
thern living, in the untversity'a donation, of tomo* 
what better than one hundred pounds a year falbiig 
»i tbe same tii«f with tbe cbanocUorshtp of Qirii^ 
phurcba to about equal tfae^abin* in tbe gift of Ua 
cxoeUen^y; the doctor ventured into.theworklia f| 
3rery scanty oonditiiofi $ having sqnand^ned awaj a^ 
bis annual income in a nianni^ ivbicb, akhougb pen- 
baps proper enou^ for a cierf^i9»an without a iami^^ 
wUl not b^ fpr tne fbd^v^antt^gc uf bil^ character to dn^ 
pover^ either on tbe exchange or at ^ b^n|Ler's §bpp» 

f The author. H. 
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Atotie' tiitr<^ moiidit aga, hh etceltcney gkte the 
dottdf a prdbend in St. Fktfick's cAthcdral ; which 
bdAg 6f ntat tko Mine irviloe With either of the two' 
former) will add s thild patft to his fe^^enues^ tfter 
ht Aftll have paid the ^at encomhrances upon it t 
ao dtat fa« may now Ite said to posseM of chtirdr 
pi«ft«ineiit» iii s^tiefed tithes three handitd poundt 
at fear ; iMtesd 6f i^ like lom of infitlRable rent« 
from a senior fcliowMp, with the ofRees anitexed ; 
YuMt the adraiitsge of ft free lodging, a g^eat nam*' 
ber of pai^ls, ^d some other easements. 

B^ sinee the doctor has not, itf Attf of his wriN 
ingSi bis sermoM^ bi» aetions^ hi» discourse, or hiif 
eompafiy, diseovered one angle principle of cither 
whig or tor^r; aftd that thel^fd KeiAenant still con« ' 
tinueato adMtt 1mm; I shall boldly pfonounce Mm 
ONE OF US: but, like a nrw freenMksoa, who Has 
not yet leaAied all the dialect of the mysteiry. Nei« 
i^e» <Sko he justly be accused of any tory doctrines i 
ojioept perhaps some among &ose few, with whiclr 
that wicked party was charged during the height of 
their p»wer, but hxvt been since transferred, for the 
most solid reasons^ to the whole body of our firmest 
ftielldSr 

i batte now done with- the clergy : and upon the 
atiie t ut examination, have not been.aUe^to find above 
«ne of that order, against wh<Htt any party suspicion 
4tai lie I I meaa tSt tmfomtottle gentleman doctor 
Sheridan^ who, by more ohance^medleyj shot hisr 
^wtk foriMie dead wiA a Single tesfit. 

As I* the totty^ I ean hear bat of one* person of 
^ tory stamp, whoy sinee the be^imiii»g of his ex^ 
cellency's government^ did ever receive any solid 
mark of his fa^^oar ? I mean sir Arthnr Aeheson, re- 
porsed to bt an aakiy^wlec%ed tory ; and what ia 
almost as bad, a scholar into the bargain, It i» 
wfaispcMdateut^ aa a awtaui titith,! tbat tbla gentle^ 
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ms^ 4S to have a grant of a certain barrack* upott 
his estate within two miles of his own hpuse; for 
which the crown is to be his tenant, at the tent of 
sixty pounds per annum ; he being only at the ex- 
pense of about five hundr^ pounds, to put the hdiise 
in repair, build stables, and other necessaries • I 
will place this invidious mark of beneficeifce conferred 
on a tory in a fair light, by computing the costa aiid 
necessary defalcations : after which it niay >be seen 
how much sir Arthur will be annually a clear .gainer 
by the publick: notwithstanding his unfortunate 
principles, and his knowledge in Greek and Latin. 
For repairs, &c. 500I. the interest where- 1 • ^ /j 
, of per ann. j 30 o o 

f^or all manner of poultry to furnish tfae'l 

troopers, but which the said troopers ( ^ 

, tnust be at the labour of catching, va- T 5 ^ 

lued per ann. . • . J , 

For stiaggling sheep - - - 800 

For game destroyed five miles round 60a 

49 o O 



(lent paid to sir Arthur « * 60 o o 

Deduct <» - • « 49.00 

Remains clear « . « • . 1 1 o o 
Thus, if sir Arthur Acheson shall have the good 
fortune to obtain a grant of this barrack^ he will re* 
ceive net profit annually frona the crown £L£y£^f 
pounds sterling, to help him in. enterUuning the 
ofEcers, and making provisions for his younger 
children^ 

It is true, there is another advantage to be tx* 
pected, , which may fully compi^naa^e the loss of cat« 

. * $e«ia vol. xL the po^m called.^' Hamiltoa^s Iltva.'; H. 
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Ucand {x>t)ltry; by multiplying the breed of man-* 
kiudt and particularly that of good protestants, in a 
part of the kingdom^ half depopulated by the wild, 
humour among the farmers there, of leaving their 
country. But I am not so skilfu) in ahthmeticki a$ 
to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent below the legal in- 
terest for the mon^y that sir, Arthur must expend ; 
and valued the damage in the other articles very 
moderately. However, I am confident he may with 
good mapagement be a saver at least ; which is a 
prodigious instance jo£ moderatioh in our friends to*, 
ward a professed tory ; whatever merit he may pre- 
tend, by the unwillingness he has shown to mak6 
bis excellency uneasy in his administration. 

Thus I have, with the utmost impartiality, col- 
lected every single favour (farther than personal ci« 
vilities) conferred by his excellency on tories, and 
leputed tories, since his first arrival here, to the 
30th day of April in the year of our Lord 1730* 
^vins all allowance possible to the arguments- oa 
the omer side of the question : and the accQunt wiU 
stand thus : 

Disposed of preferments and employments to torieSf 
or reputed tories, by his excellency John, lord Car- 
teret, lord lieutenant of Ireland^ in about the spitcc 
of six years : 
To doctqaf Thoinas Sheridan, in a rectory 1 

near Kinsalo, per annum j lOO o O 

1% sir Arthur Acheson^ baronet, a bar- 1 

rack^ per annum. J 



IX o o 



111 o o 

mi 



Give me leave now to compute in gross the value 
of the favours done by his excellency to the tnse 
friends of ^their king and country, and. of the pro- 
te&tant religion. ^ 
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It 18 to be remembered, that although Mreircd« 
kney cftnnot4)e properly said to bt^ow bishoprl<^s, 
eommandi. in rae army, th^ place of a judj^, or 
flommisaioher in the r«Tentxt;, and some otners i- y«t 
diey ate for At most part disposed upon bis tfecom- 
meadation» c^Ecept where the person? are ittmodS* 
stely tent from Englautd by their interest at court ; 
for whieh I llave alkrvired great defalcations in the 
foltowmg accounts. And it ia rem^kable, that the 
Mly aottsidtrabte station conferred on ar tory snce 
kiv present c^eoelleney'a gotremment^ wafa of thi« 
fattier kind. 

And indeed h i» but tcfo notorious, lliat in t 
tte^bbeaiing natixm' {wh^tt An dangerous denomi* 
nation of men 19 incomparably more numetou^, mxire 
power Ibt, and of consequence more formidable) real 
lories can often with much less difB^culty obtain* vcrf 
high farours from the government, th^ thclf rt^ 
puted brethren can arrive to the lowest in our^* t 
observe this with alt possible submissiou to Ihe wis^ 
dom of their policy ; which however will B>ot, I 
believe, dispute the praise of vigilance with ou^s; 

WHIG accomit. 
Ttf pwsona promoted tor bishoprick?, ** 
or removed to more beneficial one?, > 1 oojo 9 
computed per annum ••••••••./ 

To civil employments • , . • ^ • • . . . 9050 a 0^ 
To military comnntnda . • . '. • • . • • 0456 o^a 

27516 Q 

TORY account. 
To toriea ' 1 1 1 o 

Balance ,:.«.•# r r . • • » ^7^S b 4 
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I sba}] conclude with this ob8ervatioii» thai as I 
think the tones have sufficient reason to be fully 
satisfied with the share of trust, power^ and employ- 
•i0nt$y which they possess under the lenity of the 
pitMDt gover^nient ; so^ I do not find how his ^ex- 
cellengr can be justly censured ior favcwdn^ none 
init htgh church, high^yers, termagants, laudists» 
sacheverellians, tiptopgallantmen, Jacobites, tantivies, 
amiban^yeiiins, Mends to pop^^ry and the pretender 
and to arbitrary power, disobligers of England^^ 
breakers of depemdenct," Inilamers of quarrels be- 
tween the two nations, public]^ incendiaries, enemies 
to the kipjg and ki^^doms, heten of true protes- 
tants, laurelmen, annists, complainers of the nation'i^ 
poverty, onnondialiSf^ iconocIastSi anlsgleriovs-mcf- 
jPDorists, antirevolutioners, iv)uxc*rosaliBt«p leqth-a- 
junians, and the like; whep, hy a fair ftate of tbf 
account, the bakncej I cpnceivej scems« t9 lip Ht 
lbti>thcJf«i4!C, /. 



V^ 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



f M ] 



AN ANSWER TO THE pRAFTSMAN OF 
DEC, 12, 1730. ON A VERY INTERESTT- 
ING SUBXECT RELATIVE TO IRELAND, 

TO WHICH It F|LEFXX£I> THE CEAFTfMAV ITSKLr^ 



TWE CRAFTSMAN. 

KO« 232. Saturday^ Dec. 12^ 1730* 

THE following artide» which has lately appeared 
Iq thp newspapers, dcBervcs OMf immediate considcra- 
ibn, vir. 

** They write from Dublin, that an pfficer from 
every regiment in the French aervice is arrived there 
|n order to raise recrmits for itheir respective corps ; 
^hich is not to be done in a clandestine manner, as 
formerly (yirhen several persons suffered death for it) 
but poblickjy. Thefe gentlemen are to disperse 
^themselves into the several counties, where they have 
jthe best interest ; and a field officer is ready to reside 
constantly at Dublin, to hear all complaints, which 
may be nude by any of the recruits against their offi* 
cerss and also fo prepare for sending ^em off.-« 
Count EiROGL^o has been solicititig an order to this 
purpose, thefe two years. ' ' 

When I first read this accQunt i^ the publicic 
prints, I looked upon it as a con^qion piece of false 
intelligence, and was in full expectation of sedog it 
contradicted in the next day's papera, according to 
frequent custom ; but, having since heard it confi- 
fdently affirmed to be true (although I can hard^ 
y^t believe it, especially as jLo every part) the duty* 
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vh)<;b I owe my counHy* and my zeal for Uw preient 
estabftshmeott o^Jige mc to take some notiice of im 
affair, which I dpprebend to J»e (}f .very ^rcat ivgr 
portance to both. 

It will be neccaiary. In thf £rat plare, to gjve tbr 
reader ^ Aprt account of t^ natarcof ibese troppsjt 
as they are npw established in Fraoce* 

They consist, as we hBw bccii io^orn^, -of one 
regiment of horse* fmd five ^egitBel:^^ of ibot» aU 
doubly or trebly officered ; so wt x\^ty #re €|f tben^ 
velyps a y^ry considerable bpdy ^ men, 

derea in t}|4s ai^ijr* Tbere^e otber jpirvumcAsncett 
wblcb render these trpo^ infinitely ^orie fpmitdar- 
1>le to. Great Britfin. They Asfi not orij «11 Reik 
inancathoIicW.but the moattiaHgerous of ih9^l«Q!n»Y 
taunipn with respect to us» I mean Roman d^tholic 
kubjects pf our dominions; many of .whom baive bocn 
^bli^d to fly their native cmMitry?- on .itccQunt of 
rebenians .and ponspirAcies. wf HifbicK .they hove 4Hsta 
^n^j;ed ; and all pf thena devoted .by indivadio*, 
y>y interesty by conscience, by c^try, ifiotiv-e 4iunMli^ 
{^nd divine^ to the service of the p^tender, V!^ <^>p^. 
sitlon.^o .the protostint succe&^PQ.i^ bf>!»..n^eACy*« 
royal famUy^ • : . /^ 

To this we may ^^ that they |ire jcnfcrallyr'C*? 
teemed the best toroes' in the Fcen^b sorvaicc ; tbftt. 
they bave alw»7s behayed thensselves as fuch in the 
late wars ; and tare comvuupkded by officers of 9^ 
proved courage, as well as gicut skul and ^^pcfienoe 
^n jniUtary Affairs* 

It is said likewise^ that the aerjeaatS) <corpcfrA}% 
wi private men ace so .well seasoned to daqger, and 
€JfifiTi m .their <lMt£» thaft* hy a|gi;a4ual |m>n(K4ioi\» 
tliey could Curniahxxmcers'for a very fornjudable arnsf » 
in ease rof any :5U,d<lcn invasion or 4na^rrection• 

In the.n'^t i)lacc» it y^iW not be iiQ|>roper 4o 'mf^ 
mine this ^fiiur^ with r^rd to oar laws, . / 
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It It made fefoh'y, by act of parliament in Irdandf 
tor any subject of that kingdom to enlist himself, or 
to enlist otners, in the service of any foreign state: 
«nd It is well known that multitudes of poor wretches 
l^ave suffered death upon that account. 

.We know it m^y be s^idi^ that a power is reserved 
to his roajestyj'by a clause in that act, to dispense 
wiih it, by granting any foreign prince a licence to 
raise forces in his 'dominions, and ihdenuiifying his 
subjects from the penalties of the law. 

Although it is (at from my intention to disput^ 
any of his ifiajeify^s legdl prerogaltives, or to c^l the 
wisdom of the legislature in question, yet I must 
-take the liberty to observe, that fuch powers have 
'been sometimes granted out of complaisance to the 
-crown, that the princess hands may not be absolutely 
lied up, and in f^ll coniSdenci that they will never be 
exerted but for 'the benefit of this nation, or possibly 
of soine protestant ally, upon great emergencies o£ 
State. The -eierciise of the prerogative, in thcfe cases^ 
4S therefor^ m^rc!}^' a prudential part, which is left to 
ilbc discrctbh of the prince and his ministers, who 
ought always tb^btt supposed the best judges of these 
^i{^rs;'and thiereibrehrow ridiculous would it be to 
send to the attornev general (or his opinion in such* 
•e«se, who can be a competent judge of nothing but 
'fbe le^dHty of it, and whether the affair be actionatJ^ . 
or not ; but ministers ought to regulate theiir conduct^ 
in thefe teifpects, according to the- situation of afFairSj 
and the exigencies of government, 

I must therefore beg leave to consider the present 
subject of the Irifll forces, in this light, 
- Jt will not be denied, J priesume, that a license to 
reonrit Rbman catholic -regiments of English sub* 
gects; in foreign service and in the interest of a pre* 
tender* to the crown (which is death by the law, 
"■fvithout his majesty's permission) is a favour of a 
very extraordinary nature^ and ou^t to be attended 
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with some extraordinary circu'itistances. I coniien 
that 1 can see no such extraordinary circutnshtncea 
at present ; unless it should be faid that this favouir 
'was granted, in order to engage our good allies xA 
the demolition of Dunkirk ; but I hope tbey have 
more generosity -than to insist upon snen bard terms', 
for the effectual peformance of that which they are 
obliged by treaty to do. 1 am^^re,Bttch conditions 
seem unreasonable on our part^ after we have made 
them 9o many other cotacessions^ particularly with 
relations to the. flag and SantaL^da i which, I think^ 
are sufficient to malce them comply with all our de^ 
jnand&y without expecting any.^rther favours, and 
cten supererogation of friendship* 

Perhaps my adversaries (i( «bey:have any conceit) 
may take an opportunity ^f ridiculing nie for writing 
in this strain; but, as it sometimes serves their turn 
to make me a great man, and to argue against me as 
snch, I will for once suppose myself so ; and me^ 
tiixnks, if I had the honour of being but half an hou# 
in that station, I could reason against such an order 
for the good of ipy king and my country, in the fol« 
lowin? manner : 

I . These troops have always been made use ofi 
whenever there has been any attempt in favour of 
the pretender ; and indeed they are, upon many ac- 
cQiints, the fittest for this purpose. 'I'hey are our 
fellow subjects ; they speak our language; are ac« 
quainted with our manners; and do. not raise tihat 
aversion in the people, which tbey naturally conceive 
against other foteign .troops, who understand neither. 
I am afraid I may add, that they are kept up, for 
thia purpose, in entire regiments, without suffering 
them to be mixtd with the troops of any other na^ 
tion. It is well known at leaft, that they supplied 
the late king JamXs with a nurseTjr of soldh^rs, vrho 
were always ready for his service, whenever any opi 
portunity offered itself for his restorations and that 
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at tbu dme^ MMMpralepdor iS mlweire ike- bait made 
Itsc of by 4beir officooi to raise recrtstts. They iicvcr 
incntioa the king of Frsmeey or the king of Spain, 
l^a -these ^Mseoiions; bul list the pihsr wrett:lies 
liiKher an a8sitra|ice« that tb^ aire cnCefed into t)^ 
penrioe of himwbam they call their natimi and nght>' 
|y }uB%. I wilt not ausfieet the present fidelity of 
fiance, ili^d their cordiality. to the ^Botettiitt tstti^ 
blidwn^Qt; fet metbtBhsms might easily excnse 
pursekiBS itam fiva«h«ig them • mth dnstramemt^ 
which thcgr nmy. employ ^ittst tis, iK^itncver ambfb 
iioo,rOr rofisMf of 4tete> mM dtssdve their present 
f ngagtnHnCS» and ioduoe them to espouse tiic iauHBC 
of the pretender again. 

a. It is very probable that his catholic nu^esty 
{whohasJillBwise.se}reiB:l jregimeats of rthis kind in 
AiS'Seiyioe) will ciEpeot t^ sameiaTonr ofrecrait* 
fflff ^esa in Iwland ; . acad that he s^y, in case of 
misalf make it « pistepoe^ at any time, Sot qov* 
ireUiog Mritk usj dnterpapting our commerce, and ^s^ 
tuchMig n9 i^A mthc possession of Gibraltar^ Aa4 
be|ie it as ^rpper ji»«|t i» take notice, that itbese t^ops 
did his catholic majesty the most emtnent senrsoe in 
th^ last siege of that imporlaat plaoca lie may com* 
plain, perluips* iii Ofisr imrtiAhqr to Fiance, and aU 
bft^t that we do .a<Nt treat Spaian in the same manndf 
we expect to be tssatpd by ithem, as one of the most 
CiiVOttred natioas. 

.^, The kiogdoini «f Ireland, seems at this time, ia 
^ veiy ill condition ^ admit of aoy such draagfats 
^juit «ff hor .^iomioioiis. £he has been alreadyib mnck 
cdiavist^d by the voluntary U^uisporfeaitiAn of malti^ 
tildes of her whabkants {Dviho Juiire been pvevaikd 
upp«9 hf the ealamiliflB of! their bam counsry, td 
seek their br^d in odler parts of the world) that the 
ia|9»rposition of pfHJiament was found necessary to 
pot a #top to it; aad shall we safier any forriga 
howv U> ih^n her siiU fyi^tt ander sitdi drcam^^ 
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rttncen-; especiaRy in this m^ner, anj for this pnt^ 
fmBt ? I do not hcjir that thislicdnse iy confined to 
tnjr particular number of men. It is confessed » I 
think, that they want above two thousand men to^ 
ecfmplete thdr corps ; and who knows bnt they may 
design to raise a great many more than they care to 
own ; or even to* form some new regiments of these 
troops ? But sup[)OsiDg they arc confined to a certain 
number of recruits, and that Ireland were in a capa^^ 
city to spare thenij it w well known how easily 
such limitations are evaded, and how difficult it is 'to 
know when people conform exactly, to the terms of 
their con^mission. This was siifiiciently e^t^plained in 
the late famous controversy, concerning Mr. Wood^ 
patent for supplying Ireland with a particular sum &r 
copper halfjpence ; and the arguments upon that sub- 
ject may be applied to this, with some allowance* 
for the diiFcrence between the two (Cases. It may,' 
perhaps, be said likewise that all the vigilance of the 
miniitry has been hitherto found ineffectual to pre- 
vent the French from clandeftinely recruiting these 
regiments with Irilh catholics ; and therefore, that 
we may as well allow them to do it openly; nay, 
that It is our interest to let them pnrge Ireland of her 
popish inhabitants as much as they please : but I 
deny thi« for several reasons, which I shall mention 
presently ; and if it were really the case, that the 
French can at any time recruit these troops cl^qdes* 
tioely, I cannot See any reason why they should so^ 
licit an order so pressingiy* for two years together, 
to do it openly, unless they have some other design. 
Ought not even this consideration to put us a little 
opOQ our guarjd; and is it not a tacit confession, that 
these treops are thought to be of more importance to 
them than we ought to wish ? Besides, arc we to li* 
cenee and authorize a mischievous pVactiee, because 
we cannot totally prevent it? Every one jifstfjr ap^ 
»l«udcd his majesty '> »ngiilar Armness and rcsolnti^l| 
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im iapf •ituif ^ rigbtr of his Ger^aQ sublets, when 
an attempt ms made to seduce jutine of thom' uito 
the kido; of Prussia's service, Althougk pdthmf A i« 
jUopossibie to prereot that practice rntir^ly. We $\\ 
remember thai the enUstiog of a miller^ «oa, asul «- 
fkw other ordinary peasai^ts, occasloaed such ^ niis*-^ 
underqtandiag ^yeeo this two crowns, as preqeeded 
almoi^ to a ruptwe. Nor ifiras the zeal of the Eng- 
flish parliament backward 0|b ttliis occasion ; but <m. 
this cpnfdderation^ amon^ QtheVs, resoived to keep up 
a bod^iOf iiooo Hessian troops i^ oar pay, ti^kidi* 
^ave ilreadr co^t us above a million of monej. I 9Jt^ 
confideot, thercfojre, that t^e same paternal care w4U 
always txlfl^nce his majeftjr to g^^td and pPOtect 
11$ Bxitlsh subjects In the same manner ; and if mxf 
IDeasure ihould be t^keo, wh(cb savo^riS too miioh ^S 
the French interest/ and seems of dangerous conse- 
quence .l;o the interest of his fi^nuiy» the ivorld caa 
impnte it to jnothiog, but the deccit&l reptseaettta* 
jtlons of those, who lie junder such particular ohli** 
gabions to the court of France^ ti^t they «:an refute 
Itiem nothing. 

Such a licen^ %9tw to gire enooura^naent to the 
people of lx]pla&d to pontinue Rom^n catholtcka^ 
iiince they are sure to meet with a provision both m 
jthe French and Spanish sei'yii^ ; whereas !we always 
reject t]|.em in^our troops, ^kd absolutely prohibit our ■ 
officers to recruit ij9 Irelai^. Now, »itho«igh it may- 
pot be safe to trust them in ouf armies, yet certainly' 
iwe ovtfjtft not to give the least enaouraj^bBt to thesr 
/enteringinto foreign ser^ce; especially mto such com-* 
pact bodies as th^se regiments. Axffl heK st will not 
be amiss to relate a atQry mucfe mofe to the bwiour of 
ffu English nobleman* who ha^ also one of the kirgesc 
estates in Iceland of any mian in the kipgdoniii Wben 
]ie weni tio visit the Invalided in Frailoe« a place ia 
tkt nature of our Chelsea coUfgc here, all th« Irish 
fakers a|^4 apkliprs ^ that boi^al drew <m( ia i| 
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^•dy t^4h hlntf patticular honoors. We ciA make 
BO question that their chitf yietO" was to have some 
yresenC from hra lordship ; faat ttoagh he has a heart 
«$ well didfyosed to genef cru^ charity as any man, and M 
pawt well able to answer the dictates oi it ; Jtt, oht 
of fe^rd to his country, fot which he has likewise 
Hie most dhnnterestcd ttal, his answer to them wa^ 
enly this : ♦* GtirtlemcA, f am very sensible 6f the 
kofiour^ yotf have don* me, atrd heartily pity your 
ftikforttmes ; bat,' as you hare drawn tnem ^poa 
yoofsdvcB, by serving agaijlst your coantry, you 
Ikenit fiot exi^ect Any relkt or feward from mey for 
liftiring sttfiered In a sertice in which I wish you^ 
ImA never engaged." ., 

j* la tfaefe not tfome reason to apprehend that this 
KiMfnse may, at one titne or other, prove a snare to 
A&t oowttry, aftd draw many people into their de- 
stmction; for^ unlessrit is made perpetual, can it be 
^tippoied that aR the poor ignorant wretcheg in th^ 
kkigdom should be apprised how lon^ this license is 
to ht in force ? or when they may enhitt with impli* 
Afty, attd whet) ^ey itmr ndt f l&lides, as it may be 
flfresutned tirat tfcrese amctrS ^ill never go, for th^ 
, liytute, upofi'sttcli ecrandK, without some pretended 
onkrs, when the teal one is expited ; s« they will fin<l 
h no dilikiilt matter to impose such » eounterieiC 
upon illiterate people ; who may thus incut the pe<- 
Aaities of the law, without knowing any thing of the 
matter. Suth ^ ntethod of providing foi' persons, 
whose principiea render theiaaunseitviceable to our 
tfnuy, 19 indeed a little mote charitable than a late 
ftuyeei for preventini; Irislt children from being 
A9trt«d, by fattening t&m up, and sellinf them txi 
cket^itcfaer. 

6. I have ofteti heard that these troops have been 
tfHade tise of» in parliament, as an argument fot 
ktc^m^g ap a standmg army in England ; and 1 think 
Vf% tK^ ntntake Any measures to reader that argu<i» 
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ment stronger. God knows^ there are too many ^r-f 
guments already upon such occasions. 

I might insist upon some other points, whiciji this 
affair naturally suggests to a considering mind; p|tr- 
ticularly the danger of sutrering several bigoclcii 
Irish papists, in foreign servicCi to disperse thcoe- 
selves into those countries where they have the besi 
interest) and to stroll about Irelandi among their r«-. 
lations and old acquaintance, of the same principles^ 
With th'cihselv^s. Are we sure that they will not 
ifhake a bad use of this liberty, by inquiiing into the 
strength of their party, by* giving them hopes, and 
taking an opportunity to concert measures for the 
advantage of their cause ? have we no reason to ap-* 
prehend that they may endeavour to raise seamen as 
well as soldiers, under colour of this order? or-eiir( 
gage great numbers of their, countrymen to transport 
themselves over to' the French colonics an4 plan- 
tations in the West Indies, which are already growa 
formidable to the trading interest of Great Briuin w 
those parts ? . 

But whatever may be th^ motives to such an extra-t 
Ordinary favour, or the consequences, of it» I am sure 
it is the flrongest mark of our confidence in France* 
and such a one, as I believe they would not place in. 
us, upon any occasion. I will illu;»trate this by a pa* 
rallel case. 

The French protestants who fled over hithci; from. 
& persecution on account of religion, never discovered 
any principles wlsich were incompatible with the 
Civil government of France, nor ever set up any pre-; 
tender to the present royal fanaily of that kingdom ; 
and yet, if we should think, fit jto form atiy consider-, 
able nuniber of them into complete distinct regU 
ments, to be composed of Fitnch protestants only, 
d'nd commanded by French ofHcers, without any 
incorporation of British soldiers, I fancy it wouldL^ 
give our good allien some umbrage. But I 9jxi al- 
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ino$t, oonfidenty that they would never permit ut tof 
send over a proteftant French officer from every regw 
mont to recruit their respective corp9« by dispersing 
themselves into those provinces where they have the 
1>e8t interest ; or suffer a field officer, in English pay,* ' 
to reside constantly in Paris^ and exerGi^t a sort of 
itiartial law in the capital of their dominions ; I say, 
they would hardly suffer this, even though our ann- 
basiador should solicit such an order, with the ut<' 
most application, for twentv years toother* 

And yet the case of tne Irish forces is much 
stronger with respect to us. They do not differ witfal 
ut only in matters ^ of religion, but hold principles 
absolutely destructive of our eitil government ; and 
are generally, looked upon abroad as a standing army,' 
kept on foot to ^rvc the preteadef upon any ocea^ 
sion» 

1 must asic a (^esfion or two^ which naturaHy oStt 
Uiemselves in this place. 

What power hks thi? field officer to exercise duiins 
hts residence in Dublin ? is the French martial law 
to take place, if any of these recruits should happen 
to tepent of what they have donei a&d think fit to> 
desert? 

Troopt are gen«raliy armed as ioion as they aro 
listed. Is this, rule to-be observed in the present case^ 
If so, another question occurs. It has been fouAd 
necessary, for the security of Irel.andi to reftiain all 
Roman, catholicks from wearing, or kwpitkg any 
arms, in their houses. 1 asli^y therefore, whether the 
authority of this license is to supecvede the laws of 
the land ; I may go farther. 

The garrison of Dublin seldom consists of above 
Soo men for the duty of the place. Supposing dou-* 
hie that number of popish repriiits should be brought 
(hither, in order tp be vievi^ocL by their afield c&ctti 
will ^ be said, there is no just apprehension of dan« 
|rjer > But as these tn(ge$ti5H9 m^f • appcu to.W 
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finioddl od iht fidelity <yr Fnmce (a A^ tiof firfie 
•upfsoMd at prwcnt) 1 p^ciss them no Either. 

i muat howev«9r «c|)cat it» that tfak Order is ^he 
fiilletc dcmoottfBtiottr of ii»e confidence we repoae- in 
them ; and I hope they- wilt sc<to to make anjr bad 
•ieofit: btt^if itwereposflible tofiusj^ectt^tbey 
tonid bs«« «af design to pfey the knave widi us, 
tkej eo«ld not wi^ for a better o]>portanit7 to pro* 
mote k, dian by a u cfaf a poixrer as la now said to be 
|)at into llietr haiids. 

I lK>pe mr lemafks om Ihia article of news urill not 
Ik ooMtracd in a jacobiu aens^, eren bf the most 
prosdtute sttibblers of the present times ; bnt I must 
k)^ leave to expostaiate « little with the publidc os 
that mean ittfeaMms praetkey -vrtirch these writeis 
lui9c lately wed, m explaining some of my papett 
into treasonable libels ; takine an occasion fnmi 
henoe to af>pear fermally in demee of the tikroikier 
and laying it down as a point granted, that there i» 
a« aotoal, ooaeerted de^gn of setting aside the pre- 
aent establishment. This is a practice wUcih may be 
«f gfieat sernce to the real enemies of the present go* 
t«riHnsnt ; and every jacobite in the kingdom may 
make use of it to publish the most explicit iaytctSTCil 
on the hit^ and his g(#emmesty under the pretence 
of intefpicting iiie imptieit design of other wxil^ngs^ 
. k as a pnetiae which was never allowed tiR now» ami 
might never to be alkrwed ; for whatever may be tl^ 
aecvet sMaiis»^ of any aiithor> suehr explanations are 
totaialy \%&i which may have a very bad effMA 
»poa wesAt minds, j»d are punishalbie by tiheiaws^ 
without any extraordinary methods of 'construttipn. 
These wnters ou^ to remember the caae of'sr 
Skhaird Sleek, who publislied the ptetender^s ^eda^* 
Wlkm at the begtnniaig of ibelaite reign, wilfb ^ an* 
swer«nnex«d; ai^d altlhov^ he did it wkb « vtiy 
food design, y«c it was iiii&versany aRowed to be 
•aatsary t» taw > tadif his princtples of loydty bai. 

" Digitized by dOOQlC 



mot hem vcrgr wd\ kaow», Hu^ 1mv6 iofdiwpi lum 
ia s vcmMtt profcotttioA. I tbft]) aaJce fio TdQ^ctions 
oa thoic w4io enoommgcd Much txflualdcmn} aad 
those wbo are hired to do it, 4fe bcoicalb mj no^» 
Let ikem empty aU the trite oi^fDtnOB pkeet of scf^ 
lik^ injudAcieti^ fUticrf , «M codetToiK to make thdf 
coort bf such nmi»tomBi diflkoneat ockiifartiqpit as^ I «ai 
sue, gWci the. moet offeppe to tlioec penons tp 
wli^ooB it is paid. Let them thrpw as nioca fool dift 
at m» aatt^ pkaae. Let them charge f^ vnit det 
•igD8 which never enterod into my thoiifhts, ao4 
pmaot ^uatly fae iBif>ated to me from afl j part of my 
ODoduct^ Qod hxiowa mj heasi, I am a^ aealoos fot 
^hc weljhre of the pveaeiie rpyal laraily as the i^rt 
aordid pf theae a yenlphaata* 1 am oensible, that our 
bamineBa 4epeiidi oa the aecattty of his. majcaty'a 
title, and the ^esenration of the present government 

Kn thoae ppaciplea *whiek e8e»>Kthed them at the 
^ofiQua fe^utioa; and 'which, I hope, will 
contiiHie ^o actuate t\^t ponduct of Britofis to tb^ 
latest ;ge8eratio&8/ llieae hare always beeip my prin* 
eipjea ; and whoevcf will §^<ve hirmseif the trouble of 
looking over the course of tfae^ papers, wtU he con* 
yinced tha^ thef have been my guide: but 1 am a 
)dwit plaindealing old man, y^hq f»m not afraid to 
sfieak tiie truth ; and as I have no relish for flattery 
myself, I scorn to bestow it on bthers^. I have qpc, 
liowever, been sparing of j^st praise, nor slipped any 
iseasQals^fie opportunity to di$tiagal#h the royal vir« 
tue^ of their present majeilies*^ More than |hi8 t 
cannot do ; and more than thi$, I hope, will not bo 
expected. Some of ray expresa^ons, pcrfaapa, may 
havebeen thojuigbt too sough apd unpolished for the 
fJimaVe of a court; but tl^y flcfwed p^iftely ^mthf 
aincerhy of my heart ; and the freedom of my wfit* 
ings has proceeded from my zeal for Ae interest of 
ffij king an,^ country* 

' * King Gforge 11, snd queen Caroline his eutfort* T< '■ 
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With r^rd to my adversaries) I will leave cyprjr 
impartial reader to judge, whether, even in prJTafe 
life, that roan is not most to be depended upon, who, 
being inwardljr convinced of the great and good qua- 
lities of his friend, never loads him with fulsome flat- 
teries, but takes the honest liberty of ^j^arntng him 
against the measures of those who are endeavouring 
to mislead him. The case is much stronger in pub- 
lic life ;r and a crown is beset with so manjr difficul- 
ties, that even a prince of the most consummate wis- 
dom, is not always sufficiently guarded against the 
dangers which surround him, from the stratagems of 
artful ministers, or the blunders of weak ones. Both 
of< them may be equally bad ministers, and pursue 
the same methods of supporting themselves, by flat* 
tering him into measures which tend to his destruc- 
tion. 

But it is time to draw to a conclusion ; and I eai| 
only add, that If I were really engaged in any design 
contrary to the interests of the present establishment, 
I should have sat down contented, and secretly re- 
joiced at the affair which occasioned this paper, in- 
stead of giving myself and th^ reader so much troi2« 
Wc. 

CD, 



ANSWER TO THE CRAFTSMAN*, 

8IR9 ' 

• I DETEST reading your papers, bei^ause I an| 
not of your principles, and because I cannot endure 
to be convinced. Yet I was prevaijled ofi to peruse 
your Craftsman of December the 12th, wherein 1 

* This answer is a masterpiece, in the Peau^i ufual comk^ 
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A9C0wtT yon to be » gr^t an eiiMiiy cfihk <ouatiy^ 
as jou afe of jour own. Yovl are pleased t«> mUccA 
(On a project I proposed <of making d^ obilj^ren of 
iris>i pittpe&ia to be iM^j^ to the poblidc ii^atead of 
being bvpdensoipc ; and you yenture to assert, «bat 
your own scjy^meis more oharitable, of tiot permittiiig 
our p<^pfsb natif«»tp bei»t«d Ib th« «|irvioe of any 
forciara prince* 

P^faapSf sir, JOB m^ not haw^hiBafd of apykkigt 
fifim m unhappy as thrs, tetb in liieir ttiiports an^ 
|uport8<. We impopf a toit pf gtfoda, o€ ao inlrin* 
■iok v«lue» wbich it oosia va aiMDve forty tbonsBto^ 
^otnida « year to ditss, and apouT, and pcnifib, wbick 
fik<^ctiier dp not yield «iie penny adramage $ ^d 
we annaalfy export al»o^ sferen kundred tliou«aii4 
|X>unda a yrar in anorber -kkid 0f goods, flifr tyfudi 
we ftcaivt not qcne sifigk faflbffigin 'N^um ; cveh 
t)M money paid for ;l«tter6 tei»t in «ninmiGKJilYg ^lii 
JD wii aijt tL c Mng allrretumed to E^giandt feut now; 
\9htn tliei« i& a mpat l»cky ofijiifftun}^ pflmd t4 
fatgin a trade^ whereby this mttain M^tl save Matty 
ihousaod poands^ year, a«d England be a pftnlr^toul 
gaincf^ «^u are pleased, wi«hput a ca|l» <ffficioos1y 
jKid raalicioasly to interpps^ with very frjvplon* 
argnnunts. 

It is weU tpnowD tiiat abo^^fiticty years age, iht 
exportation <if lii« cattle from ii^nec fo England was 
•of mat benefit ao both kvngdpmi,' utitrl f halt %>raRch 
of ivaffick was soopped by an act of parKirftiem oi 
ffpm «ide, wkereof you faaiVe Silffioietit reason to i^ 
|Mn|. 'iJipoxi airbieh «ooouttt> mhetk arnHher act 
aiassoii your parUamens, foi^idding'tb^ {^«pk>ftMtOki off 
irvo mento any 'ifWeign dodiitry, yo« Wore tq v^ite t^ 
cnit in a clause, aliowing it to be doivt by iiis fft<i«> 
jeaty's permUision, untwlet kii^siga tnanual, forwbicbj 
among other great benefits granted to Ireland, we art 
^nifinicely pbUged to the British legiskitufe. Yet this 
laery^aop. and iifivour join, Mr.l) 'Anvervw^^ vvt 
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riTer dtsobligied, ar,e endeavounng tp prcvsnt ; wlikH, 
will take upon me to say, is a manifest mark of 
yoMir disaffectioo to his friajesty, a want of duty to 
the npni^ry, and a wicked design of oppressing this 
kingdom, and a traitorous attempt to lessen the f rade 
and manufactures of England. 

Pur truest and best allv, the most Christiaii king, 
has obtained his majesty s license, pursuant to law, 
to export from bende someihousand bodies of healthy, 
voung living men, to sttpply his Irish r^ments; 
.I'heking oflSptia, as you asaert yo«rself, has desired 
the 8jas)(^e civility^ juad seemst to have at least as good 
a claims ^ttfp^iig tben that these two potentate^ 
will only desir<i leave to- carry ofiP'six. thousand men 
^tweeuithem to France and Spain, then by compute- 
jng the maintenance of a tall, hungiy, Irishmian, in 
food and clothesi to be only at five pounds a bead, 
Jfif^TC will be..thbrty thousand pounds per amium saved 
clear to ikic patioii ; for they can find no other em* 
ploy^n^nt at.. home* beside begging, robbing, or 
ftcsUing., Qut^ if. thirty, &rty, or fifty thousand 
^ which we would gladly SjMare) were sent on the same 
errand, whajl; .311 immense benefit it must be to us 1 
und if the ^wo princes^ in whose, service they were, 
should happen to be at war with each other, how 
«opn would those i^ruit* be, destroyed ! thai what a 
number of friends would the pretender lose, and 
what a number of popish enemies all true protestahts 
get rid of! Add to this, that then, by such a practice^ 
the lands of Ireland, that want hands for tillage, must 
be employed Ui grazing, which would sink the price 
^ wools raw hides, buUer, and tallow, so that the 
J^ngU&h might have them at their own rates ; and in 
return send u6 wheat to make our bread, barley to 
brew our drink, and oats for our horses, without any 
labour of our own. 

. Upon this occasion, I desire humbly to ofier a 
lichemei^ which> in my opinion, would best answer 
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ikt true intcfcsls of botii kin^lom$ : For, akhdugh I 
•bear a most tender filial afiection for Englandf my 
dear native country; yet, 1 cannot deny but this 
noble island has a great sfaar£ in my love arid esteem ; 
^or caal ^xpcesfi how imich I 4esirc to see it flourish 
io trade and opulence, even beyond its priesent happy 
|3ondition. 

'I'he profitable land of this kingdom is, I ikinki 
.usually computed sua se^nteen millions of acres, ail 
^f which I propose to be wholly turned to grazing; . 
Now, it is found by experience, that one grazier and 
^is family can manage two thousand acres. Thus^ 
sixteen* millions eight hundred thousand acres niay 
be managed by eight thousand four hundred families ; 
and the fractioA of two hundred thousand acres will 
be more than sufficient for cabins, outhouses* and 
potatoe gardens ; because it isr t6 be understood that. 
com of all sora most be sent to as from £ogiand. 

These eight thousand four hundred famnies may 
be diyided among the four provinces^ according t6 
the number of houses in each province ; and'm&^ng 
the equal allowance of eight to a family » the nuiti«' 
ber of inhabitants will amount to sixty-seyen thou« 
sand two hundred souls ; to these we are to add a 
standing army of twenty thousand English ; which, 
fogether with their trulbt their baftards, and thett 
horseboys, will, by a gross computation, very near 
double the count, and be very sufficient for the de^ 
fence and grazing of the kingdom, as well as to en« 
jich our ndghbours, expel popery, and keep^outtbt. 
pretender* And Ijest the army should be at a lost 
ibr business, I think it would be very prudent to 
employ them in oolleciing the publick taxes for pay* 
inz themselves. and the civil list. 

1 advise, that all our owners of these lands shoiild 
live constantly 'in England, in order to learn polite^ 
ness, And qualify themselves for emplpyirients ; bmt,, 
lor fear pf increasing the natives ii| this island, th<| 
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tn annual dfai)ght» accordiiff tt> tbt irambtr h^rk 
every year, be exported tp woflieTeir plape will bear 
the oarriagCf or tramsplapted to the English -df^tm* 
nians on the American continent, as a screen be* 
tween h'^i majesty's English 9iih$cpts and tJla aavagt 
Indians. 

I advise li^cewise, that no cpmmodlty w.hat0oe««t^ 
of thk fiadoa'ii growth* should bkser«t to an/ otfier 
{rountry, except £ngland> under the {tenahy of bi^ 
troaaofl ; and that all the s^d commodities abaU be 
lent in their natural state, the bides niw« the wonpl 
pn€Dmbed, the flax in. the stub; exseptbig onhr B(k^ 
butteiTy tallpw, and whaiever ^vnk be apoaed »ft 
the carriage^ Oa the tionirary^ d^at no goods what* 
ipeyer shall be imported bithi^r, exGO{k jrona FngUnd^ 
^nder the same penalty c 31iat Efts^anfuA ahoold ht 
tpreed, at their ewa rates, to mAaus over elptbet 
ready made^ m vneU as: ahifis mnd amocka, to thie 
ftpldiers anci their. trtiHss tU isropi, -ftrsodsap^ and 
earthen w^re ; and whi^tewer f omitiire inajr be iMft|Cfi»# 
sary £»r the eabint .of qg^easiers.^ with a sn^ciiHit 
4i»antity of,glni| aad other sptritp, for^hoee who ca^ 
Bf^M to get drank'Ofr iotoMays^ 
. ii^feo tike, oivi] aniA: eccbeaij»lktil .|stett)Wlmito% 
yvfHieb. I hjite Hot tyet iudjy coMderad^ I ^oaia ^ 
Uitds; only i»kh rdgardto .the iattec^it ia plain, th4 
the Article of 4Mtyiog vtkhejfar vuppotjtiiig 6peM«ti«i 
opinions in jelig!ii3B, wjiieh k so inaoppOftable ^a 
Imrden ^to ;idl tine, pedtesta^ta, ancl jto .most chQidfe^ 
pn(e^» will be very mack lessened by thirekpcdieiert) 
jbedanse dry eattte pa^ Aodiaig. to the a|pkttiNi| 
hireling, any more than imported toib } co that tht 
kMb6inottS4ibe|lherd andr.eowlaqQd.ioay n^t'<^revy maft 
ander his own blackbeny -bosb^ ao4 oa hie op9k 
jpototbe bed, whereby i^is happy island wiH beeqine 
aaew Arcadia. 

I do >iiketwiae propose, that no money shall be ace)! 
m hthmfip mscjpt aAaft is nude o)t leathe? , whidl 
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lilcewtse shkn be corned in England, and imported; 
and that the taxes shall be levied out of the commo- 
dities we' ex|K«rt fdr England, and there turned into 
money for his majesty's use ; and the rents to land- 
lords discharged in the same manner/ This wUi be 
no manner of grievance, for we j^lready see it very 
prac^i<:able to Mvt without money, and ?hall1be more 
conviDced of it every day. But whether paper ^hajl 
contistte to sai»ply that defect, or whether we ^hall 
hang up all those who profess the trade of banlcers 
(which latter I. am rather inclined to) tnust be left to 
the confideration of wiser politicians. 
.: That'whkh nualits me more- zealously 6ent npoft 
this scheme, is, my desire of living in amity with oiir 
neighbouring brethren ; for we have already tried aU 
other ineanSf without eifip'ect, to that bkssed end;^ 
and, hy tt»e i6o«^se of measures <aken for some years 
past, it ahould seem that we ar€ all agreed in the 
point. 

This expedient will be of great adv^antage to botl^ 
kingdopis, upon several accounts: For, as to Engi* 
lajid^ they. have a just cl|iim to the balance of trade 
on their side wMd^ the whole world: and therefore 
pur ancestors and W!e, who 'conquered this kingdoni 
for them, ought, in duty and gratitude, to let them 
have the whde benefit of that conquest to themselves ; 
especially,, when the conquest wsas amicably made 
without bl0odphe4» by stipulation between the Irish 
princes and H^z^^ II ; by which tiiey paid him, ij^r 
deed, ;i^)^al Wmage with what the electoi*s of 
.Germany 4^' ^^ ^^^ emperor, h\ft very near the 
same that he did to the king of France, for his Frericb 
dominions. . ' 

fn consequence of this claim from England, that 
Icingdom may very reasonably demand the benefit of 
^1 our commodities in their natural growth, to be 
jpoajiiu&ctured by their people, and a sufficient c^ntvir- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10$ THB JJHtmMM. T# 

t\ty of them for our uaf to be reliinieiJnAtr iu^f 

Manufactured. 

Thi«, on tilt other side, will be of ficti beo^fit to 
our inhabitants tbe gjr^iex*; whm tiosc mid hibomn 
tvin be too much taken up ia manjuiriligtbcijr grosdod* 
feediofi^ their cattle; sheering ibctr Kbeep^^ anioanding 
Over tnek oxen 6t far daughter; to which c oipl o y * 
ments thev are turned by.naturei' as desoetidvd §mn 
the Scythian^f whose diet thc|^ aie ctill sd -iond of; 
So Virgil (kficnbes it : . . 

Mi]ac cfinopnetum ctim sto^uine blbet equino*. 

Which m Et«^th, is bonoyclftbUrt* itttngltf^ vrith 
the blood of horses, aslihe^r lbnncf)jr dkl, un^ tfbout 
the; begiuing of the kst €««cufy) ivhen lu^ory, 
under the farm of politenwss^ begftH to prm» Iti, they 
changed the blood of hoian fot ttont df tbek blaci 
cattle ; aod^ hy tmmtpiH^, bemiiM kis irarBkc 
than their ancestors. 

AUhoi»gh I pfopoiod that At kftity "tildtlM bt toU 
lectors of the pablix^k netioffutt^ y«t I <^ m»t ifhefebjr 
iiitead that those taxes ekould be paM iH g6kt pt 
iUv«r j font in ki^« at all other i%btt iPof, the cus* 
ttpBi of tenants makiK thoir pa^ytiietit^ in i|iotie3r, li 4 
new thitig in the vkktUI^ littte known in fbrttier ages, 
nor g<;p6rally ps^actised in any notii^n a€ pttstntj ex* 
cept this ialand ftnd thie southern ^t«$ of Brkain. 
IBlo^* to my §r^ satisCacdoti, I f«N»ec ^^i* tiittes | 
the ancitDt BsaiMflr begins to be iio^ pt^etised 14 
toapypa^of Goihiaugfat^ as n^'^ ^k^ the county 
cfCork^; '«4ieo8 the eopiimt turft lehatot« to them- 
sely«s,.divijfle ^o many xattio to fbelr sk^<s> "Mb |rj^ 
to, provide such a quantity of butter, hides* or tallptiTj 

' * «-.*-.^ «< F<ir «rt»k 4nd food, 

flier mix their cuRttcd tmVn irith tihim Moo^.'* I>At1)f If* 
t Tlvck> «>ur mil^ f* 
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setfl keeping tip their number of cattle? an3 carry 
the goods toCorke, or other port towns, mdth/m 
Ml Uk» to merchants. By which invention there 
bw0ucfariHng«8^ mined famcr tobeMenr fcut 
the people live with qomfort co potatoes and hoii»y- 
clabber, oeithei of which are Teadiblc commoditjeft 
abn>ad» 
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* • * 

XriE PRtSBYTERIANS PLEA OF MERFF 
IN ORDER TO TAKE OFF THE TEST 
IMPARTIABLE EXAMINED ♦• 1731. 



WE Iiave Been tbtd, in the commoR newspaperr, 
that all attempts are Co be iKiade this session 6y the 
presbyteriansy and their abettoi's, for taking off the 
test ; as a kind of ]»reparatbry step to make it ea 
down smoother In England, ror^ if onree their Hghf 
ivould so shine, the papists, ddiglhed with the blaze, 
would all come in and dance about if. This I tsLke 
to be a prmlent method ; like that of a discreet phy* 
sician, who first giyes a new medicine to a dfog, beiore 
he presehbes it to a human creature. 

The presb^terian* have, ever finer the Revoltktion, 
directed their learned casnists to employ their pens^ 
oiivthis sabjtfct, by showing their merits and pretcn^ 
sions, upon which they claim this justice,-a8 founded 
upon the services they did toward the restoration of 
king Charles the second,- and at the Revolution under 
the prince of Orange. Which pleas I take to be the 
most singular in therr kind, that ever were offered in 
the face of the sun, against the most ^larmg lights of 
truth, and agai^t a continuation of publick £ict5y 
known to all Europe, for twenty years together, i 
shall therefi>rc Impartially exftmine the merits atid 

• The *« PrcsVjterhnsFIe* of Merit,** the: ** Plea for re- 
^ pealiqg the Te9( in Favour of the Roman eathoiicks/* and 
the <* Queries rftktiag to the Sacramental Test," are looked 
vpon to be the \}%st tracts that were published upon the Test. 
If the poisonous bait fur the Church (The Proposal to take off 
fhe Test) was fir>t offered in 1: eland, it ought to be rtxnemkeF- 
rd, that the ant(d9t» came tnence lilse^ise. W. B. 
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conduct Qf the prcsbyteriao*^ upon those two great 
events; 4nd tbp pretti^fiona to favour, ^hiqh tbej 
pb^Ueftge upon tUcm^ 

Soon after the refonn?ttio9 in the church in Eng- 
Is^od, under Edward the sixth, upon ^ueca JVlaty > 
succeeding to the crown (who restored popery) njany 
prQte3taBts fled out of Endand, jto escape the perse* 
prution raised against th» church/ as her brother ha^ 
left it established. Some of these exiles we^t to Ge- 
peva ; which .citj had received the doarJoe of (Jalvin, 
imd rejected the government of bishops; with jnany 
other refinements- ' These English exiles, readily ci^- 
braced t^c Gerjcva system ; and havli^g added farther 
iI^proyeme^ts of their own, upon queen Mary '9 
deat^i returned to England ; where they preached up 
their own cyinions, inveighing bitterly against epis- 
copacy, and all rites and ceremonies, however inno^ 
cent and ancient in the church:' building upon thip 
jfound^tion, to run as far is possible from popery, 
^TC». in the n^ost . mipute a«d indifferent circurn- 
Ht^ceSf This faction, undfr the name, of purita?^ 
hcwtme y|fry"turbul€iU d^iri^^ the whole rejgn.of 
flueep EJiiabeth, and. were always discouraged hf 
tnat wise cjueen^ as well as by h^r two j|ycces$ors» 
However, their numbers, as well 95 their tnsolencf 
and perversenc^s, so far incre^fsed, th^t spon after the 
-Ideatb of king James the first, many inata^lc^. of tbei^ 
petulaucy and scurrility arc to be i«en in th«ir 
pamphlets, written for some ye^is after (which wap 
a trade they began in the days of queen Eli^beth) 
particularly wijh great rancour agai;)st the bishops, 
the babits, and the ceremonies : such were thos^ 
^uail^M^ libels under the fitlc p/ Martin Alar-prelate, 
jsnd «eveml others. And although the ear] of Cla- 
^tD^on idis us,, until the year 1640 <af I reipember) 
^be jcinifjc^ wds in a statf of perfea peaqe and h?p?- 
pii|Cf», .without the lea^t appearanq^ of thought ^ 
^4e«gn toward insk.ing 9^y altt;ratt9lV9 \^ »»ligioA qr 
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government; yet I have fbund, by often rummaging 
for old books in Little Britain and Duck^lane, a great 
number of pamphlets printed from the year 1630 t6 
164O9 full of as bold and impious railing expressions 
against the lawful power of the crown, ahd the 
order of bishops, as ever -were uttered during the 
rebellion, or the whole subsequent tyranny oC that 
fanatick. anarchy. However, I find it manifest that 
puritanism did not erect itself into a new separate 
fipecief of religion, till some time after the rebellion 
began. For, in the latter times of king James the 
iirst, and the former part of his son» there were 
several puritan bishops, and n[iany puritan private 
clergymen ; while people went, as their inclinations 
led them, to hear preachers of each party rn tite 
parish churches ; for the pAritan clergy bad received 
episcopal orders, as welt as th^ rest* But soon afUir 
the rebellion broke out, the term puritan gradually 
dropped, and that of pfresbytctian succeeded; which 
sect was in two or three years established iti afl tti 
forms, by what they called an ordinance of the lordi 
and commons, without consulting the king, wh^ 
va&then at war against his rebels. And from thii 
period, the church continued under pemcutionr, 
until monarchy was restored in the year 1660. ' 

In a year or two after we began to bear of a 
new party risen, and growing in the parliament a» 
well as the army, under the name of mdependent : 
It spread indeed somewhat more in the latter, but 
not e^ual with the prcsbyterians, either in weight 
or number, until the very time the king was mur- 
dered. = ^ •■ . ' '\- 

When the king, who was then a prisoner in the 
isle of Wight, had m^de his last concessions for k 
peace to the conHnissioners of the piAhtHtni, whb 
artetided him tliere; upon their return* to Londofi 
they reported his majesty's answer to the bouse. 
\\4ier€upon^a namber ot moderate members, whc/; 
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aiXwdlow says* had secured thmr own tenns with 
that prince, managed with so much art, as to phtain 
s^ majority in a tbia house for passing a vote,. that 
the king's concessions were a gronod for (uture set- 
tlement. But the great officers of the army, joining 
with the discontented members, came to a resolutioii 
of excluding all those who had consented to that 
loote; which they executed in a military way. Ireton 
told Fairfax the general, a rigid presbyterian, of this 
i^esoluHon^ who thereupon issued his orders for 
drawing out the army the next morning, and placing, 
guards in Westminster-hall^ the court of requests,, 
and the lobby; who, in obedience to the general, in. 
conjunction with thofe members who opposed the 
vote, would let no member enter the house, except 
those of their own party. Upon which, the ques-. 
tjon for bringing the king to justice was immediately, 
^t, and carried without opposition that I can find. 
Then an order was made £or his trial; the time and; 
place appointed; the judges named, of whom Fairfax 
himself was one; although, by the advice or thrptts 
of his wife, he declined sitting among them. How* 
ever, by fresh -orders under, his own hand, which I 
l^ve seen in print, he appointed euards to attend the 
judges at the trial, and to keep the city in quiet; as. 
be did likewise to preyent any opposuipn h^m the 
people, upon the day of execution. 

1* rom what 1 have already deduced, it appears ma- 
nifest, that the differences j^etween these tw.o sec^, 
presbyterian and independent, did not then amount 
to half fo much* as; what there is between a whig, 
and tory at presei^t aniong us* The design of utterly 
cxtirpatii^ nipnarcby a^qd episcopacy, was equally 
the same ip both ; evidently the consequence of the 
-very same principles, upon which the presbyter ians 
alone hegai^, /po^inued, and would have ended in 
the ^anae evfniB; if, toward the conclusion, they 
had not been bearded by that new party with whonx 
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they totiia httt dgrtt about fi^dift^ tlwj ifali. H6w-» 
ever, they held 4 good $bare of civil and tnilitary em-' 
ploymcQtk during th« whole time of the lisurpatioh; 
and their tiames, actions, and prefermekitSy are fre- 
quent in the accounts of tho^e times. For I make 
no doubt, that all the prudent presbyteriins complied 
in proper seasons, falling in with the stream; and 
thereby got that share in employments, which many 
of them held to the restoration; and perhaps too 
many of them after. In the same manner, we find 
ottr wisest tones in both kingdoms, Upon the change 
of hands and measures at the queen s death, have 
endeavoured for several yeari, by due compliances,' 
to recover the time they had lost by a temporaiy 
obstinacy; wherein they havt lAr^U succeeded, ac- 
cording to their degrees of merit; of who^ names I 
could here make hbnouraWie mention, if 1 did not^ 
fear it might offtnd their modesty. As to what is 
alleged, that some of the presbyterians declared, 
openly against the king's murder, I alVoW it to be 
true. But from what mrotivej; ? No other can pos- 
sibly be assigned than perfect iBpile, rage, and envy, 
to nnd themselves wotmed out of all power, by a 
new infant spawn of independents, «prun^ from their 
own boweh. tt is true, the diflfei^nces m religious 
tenets brtwcen them, are very few and trifting; the 
clief quarrel, as far as I remember, relating to con- 
^egational and national asisemblies. But whatever, 
interest or power thinks fit to interfere, it lit^lb im- 
ports what principles tbc opposite parties think fit to 
charge upon each other : for we see at thifc day, that, 
the tories are more bated by the whole set of zealous 
whigs, than the very papists themiselvcs ; and in e^ect 
as much unqualified for the srnalleft officet although 
both these parties assert themselves to be of the same 
jtligion, in all its branches of doctrine and discipHnes. 
and profess the same loyalty, to tht same protestant 
king, and his heirs. 
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ICfiH reader would know what became of thit in- 
dependent party, upon whom all the mischief is. 
charged by their presbyterian brethren » be may please 
to o&erve, that during the whole usurpation, they, 
contended by degrees with their pareiit sect, and as. 
I have already said, shared in employroents, and gra-^ 
dually, after the restoration, mingled with the mass- 
of presbyterians ; lying ever since undistinguished in 
the herd of dissenters* 

The presbyterian merit is of«as little weight, when 
they allege themselves instrumental toward the 
king*8 restoration. The kingdom grew tired with 
those ridiculous models of government : first, by a 
house of lords and commons without a king ; then,; 
without bishops ; afterward, by a rump * and lords 
temporal ; then, by a rump alone ; next, by a single 
person for life, ip conjunction with a council ; by 
a^ritators; by major<*generals ; by a new kind of re- 
presentatives from the three kingdoms; by the 
keepers of the liberties of England; with other 
schemes that have slipped out of tnj memory. Crom- 
well was dead; his son Richard, a weak ignorant 
wretch, who gave up his monarchy much in the 
same manner with the two usurping kings of Brent- 
ford t ; the people harassed with taxes, and other, 
oppressions* The king's party, then called the Ca- 
valiers, ' begaln to recover their spirits. The few no* 
bility scattered through the kingdom, who lived in. 
a most retired manner, observing thjc confusion iof 
things, could uo longer endure to be ridden by 
bakers, cobblers, brewers, and the like, at the beid 
of arniies, and plundering every where like French 
dragoons. The rump assembly grew despicable to 
those who had raised them : the city of London, ^ex* 

■ ♦ This name was given to that part of the house of rommonl^L 
-which rematued after the moderate men had been expelled by 
miliury force. H. 
t ill the Rehearsal. H. ^ . 
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kausted by almost twenty yeare contHbiitinj to thdr 
crtiriirain, declared against thfcnu Tke rUmp^ after 
mkny deaths and resuTrectiont^ V9ki, !h the most 
contemptaoifs manner, kicked out, and burnt in 
dffigy. The exdnded metebers were let in ; a free 
parhament called, in as kgd a manner ^ the times 
#ott]d aHow ; and the king restored. 
' The second ct^rmofprSbyteriaB merit, isfounfled 
upon their serrices against the dangerous deSigna of 
king James the second, vrhile that prince was using 
s3l his endeavours to introduce popeiy, ^hich he 
openly professed upon his coming to the crown : to 
Ais, they add their eminent senrices at tlie revolution^ 
under the prince of Orange. 

Now the quantum of presbyterian merit during 
Ac four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and ill- 
advised prince, as wefl as at the time of the revolu- 
tion, wiH easily be computed, by a recourse to a 
great number of histories, pamphlets, and publick 
papers, printed in those times, and some afterward ; 
beside the verbal testimonies of" many persons yet 
alhre, who are old enou^ lo have known .and ob- 
served the dissenters conduct in that critical period. 

It Is argreed, that upon king Charles the second's 
death, soon c^er his successor had publickly 6wned 
himsielf a Roman caAholick, he began with his jfirst 
earesses'to the church party; from whom havhig re- 
eved very cold discouraging answers, he appli^ to 
the presbyterian leaders and teachers ; 'being advised 
fly his priests and popish courtiers, that the safest 
ibethod toward introducing his own religion, would 
hc^ by taking off the sacramental test, and giving a 
fM liberty of conscience to all rdigions, I suppose 
{hat 'professed diristianity. It seems fhat the pres* 
Jft^terians in the tatter years of king Charles the se- 
^nd, upon account of certain plots {allowed by bi« 
'i^p Burnet to be genuine) had been for a short time 
f«rbidden to hold their conycSitidcs. Whcreop^n 
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Aeac eliArltablc christhms, out oif perfect resentment 

gainst the church, received the gracious offers of. 
ag James with the strongest profusions of loyalty, 
amd highest acknowledgments for his favour. I have 
9een several of their addresses, fii|l of thanks and 
praises, with bitter insinuations of what they had 
suffered'; putting themselves and the papists upoi;. 
die «ame foot, as fellow- sufferers for conscience ; and 
with the style of our brethren the Roman catholickq* 
About this time began the project of closctting, which 
ha^ since been practised many times with more art and 
success, where the principal gentlemen of the king- 
fiom were privately catechised by his majesty, to 
know, whether if a new parliament vfere edited, they 
would agree to pass an act for repealing the sacra* 
mental test, and establishing a general liberty of con- 
science. But he received so Tittle encouragement* 
ihat despairing of success, he had recourse to his 
dispensing power, which the judges had defermincd 
to be part of his prerogative. By colour of this dc- 
terminatioTiy he preferred several presbytetians, and 
rtiany 'papists, to civil and military employments. 
While the king was thus busied, it is well known 
that monsieur Fagel, the Dutch envoy in London, 
delivered the opinion of the prince and princess of 
Orange concerning the repeal of the test ; whereof 
the king had sent an account to their highnesses, to 
know how far they tipproved of it. The substance 
of rheir answer, as reported by Fagel, 'nvas this, 
•* That their highnesses thought very wcfl of a 
Kberty of conscience ; but by no rqeans of giving 
employments to an.y Other persons, than those 
who were of the national church.** This opinionr 
was confirmed by several reasons j I cannot be more 
particular, not having the paper by me, although it 
has been printed in many accounts of those times. 
And '^hus much every moderate chur^man would 
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perhaps submit to : but to trust any part of tbe ciFil 
power in the hands of those» whose interest, incli- 
nation^ conscience, and former practices, have been 
wholly turned to introduce a different system of re-^ 
ligion and government, has very few examples in any . 
christian state ; nor any at all in Holland, the gscat 
patroness of universal toleration. 

Upon the first intelligence king James received of 
an intended invasion bv the prince of Orange, among 
great numbers of papists, to increase bis troo|)s, be 
gave commissions to several piesbyterians ; some of 
whom had been officers under tbe rump ; and par- 
ticularly he placed one Richards, a noted presbyte* 
rian, at the head of a regiment, who had been go- 
vernor of Wexford in Cromwell's time, and is oneo 
mentioned by Ludlow in his Memoirs. This regi- 
ment was raised in England against the prince of 
Orange : the colonel made his son a captain, whom 
I knew, and who was as zealous a presbyterian as bis 
father. However, at the time of the prince's land- 
ing, the father easily foreseeing how things would 
go, went over, like many others, to the prince, v^ho 
continued him in his regiment ; but coming over a 
year or two after to assist in^ raising the siege of Derry, 
he behaved himself so like either a coward or a trai-^ 
tor, that his regiment was taken from him. 
, ,1 will now consider tbe conduct, of the church, 
party, during the whole reign of that unfortunate king. 
They were so unanimous against promising to pass an 
act for repealing the test, and establishing a general 
liberty of conscience, that the king durst not trust a 
parliament; but, encouraged by the professions of 
loyalty given him by his presbyterian friends, went 
on with his dispensing power. 

The church clergy, at that time, are allo.wed to 
have written the bt)»t collection of tracts against po- 
pery^ that ever appctared in England ; which are to 
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ihk iSMy in iht hight^t esteeih. But, upfon tbe sttict** 
cW kiquiff , I could riev«r h^ar 6f abi»ve one 6r tWo 
papefs pabU^«d by tfie presbyterians at that tim^ 
upon ttw same subject. Se^cn gre$x ptclates (he of 
Caotcrbury among the r^t) wctc sent to the Towef 
fof presenting a petition^ whefein they desired to be 
ejtctisfed in not obeying an Ulegal bofnmand from th^ 
king. The bishop oV London, Dr. Compton» was 
sammoned to answer b^for^ th^ oomtnissioners for 
eGclesiafttical affairs ; for hot sttspending Dr. Sharp 
(afterward archbishop of Yorit) by the king's com- 
mandw if the presbyteriins expressed the same zeal 
upon any occasion, the instances of it are not, as { 
can find, left upon record, or transmitted by tra-^ 
dition. The proceedings against Magdalen college 
in Oxford, for refusing to comply with the king's 
mandate for admitting a professed pa^nst upon their 
foundation, are a standing proof of the courage and' 
ftrniiiess in reli^on sh6wn by that learned society, to 
the ruin of their fottunes. The presbyterians know 
very weH, that I could produce many more instances 
of th6 same kind. But these ^re enough in so short 
a paper as I intend at present. 

It is indeed tery true, that after king William 
was settled on the English throne, the presbyterians 
begati to appear, and offer their credentials, and 
demand favour : and the new king, haying been 
originally bred a calvinist, was desirous enough to 
iftake them easy (if that would do it) by a legal 
toleration ; although in his heart he never bore much 
nWcttidn to that sect ; nor designed to favour then^ 
farther than as it stood with the present scheme of 
politicks ; as 1 have long since been assured by the 

featest men of whig principles at that time in 
ngland. 

It is likewise true, nor W|ll it be denied, that 
when the king was possessed df the English crown, 
and the remainder of the quarre) waf left to be do? 
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Qded in- thtf kmgdoin; the presbytemoB wisel/' 
chose to join with the protcstant army, rather thaa 
with that of king James their old friend, whose af- 
fairs were then in a manner desperate. They were 
wise enough to know, that this kingdom divided 
against itself, could never prevail against the upited 
power of EnglaiuL They fought pro arts Sr ^fifeit; 
for their estates and religion; which latter will never 
suffer so much by. the church of England, as by 
that of Rome» where they are counted hereticks as 
well as we: and consequently they have no other 
eame to play.- But what merit they can build upon 
Eaving joined with a protestant army, under a king 
they acknowledged, to defend their own I'lbertieS'and. 
propertie9 against a popish enemy, under an abdicated 
king, is, J confess, to me absolutely inconceivable; 
and I believe will equally be so £or ever to any rea« 
sonabk man* 

. When these sectaries were several years ago 
making the same attempt for abolishing the test, 
many, groundless reports wereindustriousTy and sea- 
sonably sj^read* of an invasion threatened by the 
pretender on the north of Ireland. At which time,, 
the presbyteiians, in their pamphlets, argued in a 
inenacing manner, that if the pretender should in^- 
v^t those parts of the kingdom, where the num- 
bers and estates of dissenters chiefly lay, they woul(l 
sit still, aad let us tight our own battles ; since they, 
were to reap no advantage, whichever side should be 
irictors. If this were the course they intended to 
take in such a case, I desire to know, how t^ey 
could contrive safely to stand neuters, otherwise than 
by a compact with the pretender and his army, to 
support their neutrality, and protect them against the 
forces of the crown ? I'his is a necessary supposition ; 
because they must otherwise have inevitably bee4 a 
prey to both. However, by , this frank declamtion, 
t^tcj 9u£$ciently ^howed their ggpd ^ill| ^ad cox^-* 
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frilled the common charge laid at their door ; that i 
Scottish or northern pretbytcrian, hates our episco^ 
pal established church, more than poperj itself. And 
the reason for this hatred is natural enough ; because 
it is the church alone that stands In the vray betweeii 
theni and power, whtch popery does not. ♦ • ^ « 

Upon this occasion, I am in some doubt whether 
the political spreaders of thtose chimerical invastonsy 
made a judicious choice, in fixing the northern partk 
of Ireland for that romanttck enterprise. Nor can 
I well understand the wisdom of the presbyterians, 
in countenancing and confirming those reports ; be* 
cause it seems to cast a most ihian>ous reflection upon 
the loyahy and religious principles of their whole 
body t for, if there had been any truth in the mat- 
ter, the consequence must have been allowed, that 
the pretender counted upon more assistance from his 
father's friends the prcsbytwrians, by choosing t^ 
land in' those very parts whe#e their numbar, wealth, 
and power most prevailed, liathier than among those 
of bis own religion. And therefore, in charity to 
this sect, I rather incline to believe, that those re-> 
reports of an invasion were' formed and spread by 
the race of small polxtioians, in order to do a season- 
^le job. 

As to popery in general, which for a thousand 
years' past has been introducing and multiplying cor- 
ruptions both in doctrine and discipline ; 1 look upon 
it to^ be the most absurd sy stem qi - ckostiani ty , pro- 
fessed by any nation. But I cannot apprehend thit 
kingdom tb be in nrnch danger hronf k. The estates 
of papists are very few ; crumbling into small par<^ 
eels and daily diminishing ; their common people 
are sunk in poverty, ignorance, and cowardice ; and 
of as little consequence as women and children* 
I'heir nobility and gentry are at least one half ruined, 
banished or converted: they all soundly feel the 
MAarlof what they sulFercd in the last Iri^ wan 
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pone of th«m ^m f^nt^dyrciir^d inf^^fofeign awii* 
l^ics; pther«9 as I am told, intood to tbllow tlHHR ; 
fm4i the r^t» I bcUc«f» to a man, who still i^iestf 
«ay laoda, arie abf^riitfJir detcrmmfid n^v«;r to liiaa^iv^l 
jkhcm again, fof tbc sake of e^tabjialiing tlKir supers- 
stition. If it .has bcfa tivwigbt fil> as a^mf obyorvis, 
|o labate of the )aw*« rjigipur .ag^unst popery ia this 
Idf^dom, ( am ^nfidei^t it was doae for very wise 
ireasoQSt cpjmdfit'\aff t)ie ^tualion of affairs abffoa4 at 
jdifterent titn«s^ a^« t)ie ijpijtisrest of the prot<estapt reli- 
IpUnn in ge^evaU Apd as I 4o oot fiml the least f^uljt 
la this proccediogf so I dp npt cooceiv^, wbjf a suuk 
4iscar4ed pirt^, who ncjiftber expect iH>r de^re a^iy 
thing 9)ore thao a c][uiet life, sb<w^l4» under the 
xiatmes of hi^iflye^» jaciipbit^S, aa4 ff¥»ny other vile 
ap^llations, he chained m <9ft6B ia print, end at 
iDommpn tahlest wUh endeaiFo^nog to introduce po** 
pery ^nd the prrteAdcr; while the pa|:a6|s abhor thei^ 
;^ve all other nifn, .o» acoouot of seyeiities agaii^ 
th^ priests in her lale- maj^ty's rei|^, Viim the 
Aow diabandcd repr<>b«te party .wa» in po.vQar* TOe 
I was convinced of someyeais ago bf ^ long jouiHKey 
kirte the southern periy ; wktn I had the curio^ tp 
send fcir many prieats gtf the parishes I passed thrPM^ 
and to my great satisfaction found them eveiy w^jt 
^bpundiflg ip profwioQ$ of lofaiiy to the late k}ng 
G^QT^t ; for which thcyy gave me the reasQos ab^ve 
jmeationed ; M the aas^ tin^ complaining ^ilterjy 
of the hardships they su&red Under the c^ueea's Wt 
ministry. 

\ I i«t»rii from this digreisiQn to the modeiit 4^ 
mends of the presbyAeiiafis for a rapeal of the ser 
^ramental 4cat, as a reward for their ncierit^ jit the 
iFc^toratipnand the revolutiou; which merits I h^ise 
faiffy reprearsitcd, as wall as i&y mfim^ry wo«ld ^ir 
Jow OM. If I have committed any Bii8i4i;eft th^ 
fopst he of little mon^eiKt. The facts aad priAfiipel 
etcfi»matMlcfa.era what i hmt obtain^ M^d.dipi^ 
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Am fiaskAfag die lusfc^rics <tf tbo«c timtt wrkteti bjr 
IMck party; and many Uioniaodf hAfie done tbc MM 
919 wcU as I9 who I am Mif« hvrt in their miadt 
drtwB thettine co^cliMions* 

This is the faction, and thtse the meii^ whio are 
ii9W droMimiog ikeir app)ic»lions» and gtrMig io 
tbetf bills of flftcait Ilo bojth ktogdantSt upon two 
powto, which* of all others* they hare the Icael 
prelCMKNiis to offer. I have coflected the hdtg 
^rith M possible impartiality* from the onrrent his* 
lories of those times; and ha^e fliowo* although 
mery hrktAy, the gradual prooeedings of those seo- 
tuifm^ iisder the iknomiaaitioiis of puritans* preshyr* 
terians and independents* for about the space of a 
Jnuvdrod Mid eighty years* from the heginnii^ ef 
<t»Qeii Elizabeth to this present time*. Bat* oot* 
witlntaading a^ thftt /psm be said* these very sohis* 
maticks (for such they are in temporals as well as 
apkeituals) are now iagaia expecting, solicititig and 
demanding (not without iosLniiating threats* acconiU 
lug to their custom) that the parliament should ifix 
Ihem upon an equal foot with the.cburok establiiBbfid* 
I would fain know to what branch of the legislniuro 
tbc^ caa hmre the forehead t<) apply » Not to my lordf 
the blriiops; who must have often fe%d how the 
pre d e c essors of this very faction* acting apon the 
f^me principles, drove the whole bench oat of the 
jioiise* who were i^en, and hitherto cotttinue* one 
pf the three estates t not to the temporal peers* the 
$eeond of the thcee estates* who must have heard* 
that immediately after those rehellious fanatlcks hud 
nmrdered their king* they yoted a house of lords to 
1M uaeless and dangerous, and would let them sk no 
l^ger^citherwise Uiaa when dected as commoneis^ 
not to the house of commons; who must have 
lieard, t^Mt in those fattstiok times, the presbyterian 
and todependent commanders in the army* by auli* 
^i^ffmer a3Epflk4 ail the modesate. mca |>ot of 

Vol. xuU u r- t 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



191 TitfE fttsHV^MlAVn 

the htfttse, md. left a ramp l« go^rti the imtiM > 
lastljy not to the crown ; which those very SMOts; 
destined to rule the -earth, trampled tender tfadrfe^ 
and then in cold blood «ittrdered eheblessed weaver^ * 
' I But the* session now approaching, and a clan of 
dissenting teachers bang come up to townfirem ^Mt 
northern head quarters^ accompaaied by mainy of 
fheir elders aqd a^eAts, and sapported by a gMKial 
contribution to sohcit their establwhmcifty mm a«a* 
pacity of holding all military, as w^ as cini em* 
ploymefits, I think it high time that this paper shonid 
see the light* However, I cannot conclude witi|oii€ , 
freely coatessing, that if the presby terians shonJd oh* 
tain their ends, i could not be sorry to find them 
'mistaken in the point which they have most at heart, 
by the repeal of the test, I mean the benefit of em.* 
ployme^ts; For, after all, what assurance • can m 
Scotti^ northern dissenter bom on Irish ground have, 
that he shall be treated with as much favour as a true 
Scot born beyond the Tweed ? 
' I am ready enough to believe, that all I have said 
will avail bat little. I have the common excuse' of 
other men, when I think myself bound by all 4>elU 
gious and civil ties to discharge my conseieace, and ta 
warn my countrymen uporv this important oocasioD« 
It is true, the advocates for this scheme promise a 
new world after this blessed work shall be completed ; 
that all animosity and faction must immediateiy drop | 
that. the only distinction in this kingdom will then 
be of papist and protestant : for, as to .whig and tory , 
high church and low church, jacobite and Hanove^ 
rian, court and country party, £nglish and Irish in-* 
terests, dissenters and conformists, new Ught and old 
. lighty anabaptist and independent^ quaker ^d mag« 
^letonian ; tbey will all meet and jumble together 
xntoa perfect harmony, at the sessions and assises, 
en the bench and in the revenues; and upon the 
whodey in all civil and military $r«tttSj aote«ceptiA|^ 
/. / 
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fbe great cooncilft of the nation. For it u witeljr 
argued thus : that a kingdom bebg no more than a 
larger knot of friends met together, it is against the 
rules of good mannecs to shuir any person 6ut of the 
company, except the papists, who profess themselves 
of another club. 

I am at a loss to know, what arts the presbjteriaa 
sect intends io use, in convincing the world of their 
loyalty to kingly government, which (long before 
^e prevalence, or even the birth of their independent 
rivals) as soon as the king's forces n^ere overcome, 
declared their principles to be against monarchy, aa 
well. as episcopacy and the house of lords, even until 
the king .was restored : at which* event, although 
riiey'wcre forced to submit to the present power, yet 
I have not heard that they ever, to this day, renounce 
aay one principle, by which their predecessors then 
acted ; yet this they nave been challenged to do, or 
^ least to show that others have done it for them, by^ 
a certain doctor*, who, as I am told, has much em« 
ployied his pen in the like disputes^ I own, they 
will be ready enough to iniinuate themselves into any 
government : but if they mean to be honest and up- 
right, they will and must endeavour, by aU means 
which they shall think lawful, to introduce and es« 
tahiiih their own scheme of religion, as nearest ap^ 
proaching to the word of God, by casting out all 
fnperstitious ceremonies, ecclesiastical titles, habits, 
distinctions, and superiorities, as rags of popery, ix^ 
order to a thorough reformation ; and as in charity 
hound fQ promote the salvation of their countrymen* 
wishing with St. Paul, that the whole kingdom were 
as they are. Bnt wh^t assuraiice will ^h^v please ta. 
give, that when their sect shall become the national 
established worship, they will treat Us .Dissenters as 
V^e have treated them ? Was this their course of prQ* 

.♦Dr.Ti?dal. F. 
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oeeduig during the dominion of the saiitts'} Wens 
not all the remainders of the cpiacopd ehnrch m 
those daySy etpecially thp clergy » under a pemcation 
for ahove a dosen yearsi equal to that of the primi** 
tire Chriitians under heathen emperors ? Tfant this 
proceeding was suitable to their principles, is known/ 
enough ; for many of their preadiers then writ hooks 
against allowing any liberty* of oonscience in a t^«» 
gion diflierent from their own; producing many argn« 
ments to prove that opinion^ and among the feat one 
frequently iasttted on ; that allowing such a liberty 
would be to csublish iniqiiity by a law*« Many oi 
thcta writings are yet to be seen ; and I hear have 
be^O quoted by the doctor abovementtoned. 

As to their great objection of prostituting that hic^y 
iastttution, the blessed sacrament, by way of a test 
before admittance into any employnient ; I jarit*. 
whether they would not be content to reoeire it after 
^ir own manner for the office of a judge, for that 
of a commissioner ip the revenue, for a regiment of 
horse, or to be a lord Justice ? I believe they wonld 
scruple i% at little, as a long grace before and aftefr 
4i9B<r9 which they can say without bending a knees 
^, as I have been told, their manner of taking; 
bread tnd wine in their conventicles, is performed 
widi little more solemnity than at their commoa 
meals. And therefore, since they look upon pur 
practiee in receiving the elements to be idolatrous^ 
they neither can, nor ought in conscience, to allow un 
that liberty, otherwise than by connivance, and m 
)»are toleration, like what is permitted to the papists^ 
But lest w^ should oilend them, I am ready to change 
this test for another; although I am afraid, that 
sanctiikad reason is by no means the point where tho 
di£5calty pinches, and is oaly o^ered by pretended 

* 3ee many hundred quotations to prove, this^ in the treatiso 
called, << Scotch Presbyteriaa £loqueAce.** H. 
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chnrchmcn ; u if tbty could be content with our 
bclieviagt that the impiety and profanation of makbg 
the sacrament a test^ were the only objection. I 
therefore propo8e» that before the present law be re- 
pealed, auiother may be enacted ; that no man shall 
receive any employment, before he swears himself to 
be a true member of the church .of Ireland, in doc* 
trine and discipline, &c» and that he will never 
frequent or communicate with any other form of 
worship. It shall likewise be farther enacted, that 
whoever offends, &c* shall be fined five hundred 
poundS) imprisoned for a year and ^ day, and ren« 
dered incapable of all publick trust for eyer. Otherv 
wi^e I do insist, that those pipus, indulgent, external 
professors of our national religion, shall either give 
up that fallacious hypocritical reason for taking off* 
t^e test ; or freely confess that they desire to have a 
gate wide open for every sect, without any test at all, 
except that of swearing loyalty to the king: which 
however, considering their principles with regard to 
raomirchy yet unrenounced, might, if they would 
please to look deep enough into their own hearts, 
prove a more bitter test, than any other that the law 
has yet invented* 

I>or, from the first time that these secretaries ap- 
peared in the world, it has been always found, by 
their whole proceedings, that they professed an utter 
hatced to kingly government. I can recollect at 
present three civil establishments, where calvtnists, 
^nd some othe^ reformers . who rejected episcopacy, 
|)06sess the supreme power ; and these are all repub- 
Ucks; 1 inean.HoIlandy Geneva,, and the reformed 
Swiss cantons. I do not say this in diminution or 
disgrace to commonwealths ; wherein I confess 1 
Jmve much altered many o|^n ions under which I.waa 
educated, having been led by some observation, long 
experience, and a thorough detestation for the cor- 
ruptions of mankind: insomuch that I am now justly 
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liable to the censure of Hobbes, who compladnt, tbat 
the yottth of England imbibe ill opinioot from ftad« 
jtig the histpries of ancieot Greece and Ro»e, those 
Tetiowned scenes of liberty and every virtue. 

But as to monarchsy who must be supposed well 
to study and understand their own interest; they 
will best consider, whether those people, who in ail 
their actions, preachings, and writings, have openly 
declared themselves against regal pow^r, are to be 
safely placed in an equal degree of favour and trust, 
with those, who have been always found the true 
and only friends to the English establishment. From 
which consideration, I could have added one more 
jirticle to my new test, if 1 had thought it worth my 
time. 

I have been assured by some persons who were 
present, that several of these dissenting teachers, upon 
their first arrival hither * to solicit the repeal of the 
test, were pleased to express their gratitude by pub* 
lickiy drinking the healths of certain eminent patrons^ 
whom they pretend to have found among us. If this 
be true, and that the test must be delivered up by 
the very superiours appmnted to defend it ; the zfhit 
is already m effedb at an end. What secret reasons 
those patrons may have given for such a return of 
brotherly love, I shall not inquire : ** for O my 
soul, come not thou into their secret ; unto their 
assembly, mine honour, be not thou united. For, 
in their anger they slew a man, and in their sel^will 
they digged down a wall. Cursed be their anger, 
for it was fierce, and their wrath, for it was oracl* 
I will divide them in Jacoby and scatter them in 
Jwael." ' 

^* AiTital ffUkery* is not Sogll^ ^ it ihould he <«ilival kern* S« 
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A NARRATIVE OF THE SEVERAL AT- 
TEMPTS, WHICH THE DISSENTERS OF 
IRELAND HAVE MADE, FOR A REPEAL 
OiF THE SACRAMENTAL JEST ; 

HVMBt,T INSCRIBED TO THI CONFORMING NOBlJ.lTy., 
AND GENTRY OF IRELAND, 1731*. 



WHEN the oeth of sopremaey was repea1ed» 
wbicb had boen the church's great security, since the 
4ci»i»qd of queen Elisabeth, a|;i»inst both papists and 
prcst>yteriao8» ^ho equally refused it, it let in such % 
i^nrret]^ of dissenters into some of onr corporations, 
ai» bore down all before them. , r 

Although the sacramental test had been for a con- 
sider^le time in force in England, yet that law did 
pot reach Irchind, where the churoh was more op*^ 
pfcsfied by dissenters, and. where her most sanguine 
ffieods were|;lad to compound, to preserve what legal 
■penrity shfi hwd left, rather than attempt any new, 
qr «vefl to recover what she had lost : and in truth. 
tbey had no reason to expect it, at a time when the 
dis9eiHers had the interest to have a motion made and 
• 

• *^ This Kitle tract vas originally printed at Dvbjin in aperi^ 
qdical paper called " The Correspondenf ' It was anuexed ta 
t)ie second edition of the Presbyterians Plea of Merit j and, t6 
Slake room for it, an Ode to Humphry French, esq., whidi 
stood in the lH>st edition, m»B omitted in the Meond.---tt may' 
not be inniDper to observe, that it was answered, in <* A Viiin 
dieatton of t^e Protestai^ Dissenters from tbe As}>ersipns cas) 
upon them in a late pamphlet, entitled, the Presbyterians 
Plea of Meri^,.^p. with some Remarks on a psjper called The 
Correspotident, gifing a- pretended Narrative," «c. N.' 
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debated in parltaaient» that there mi^ht be a tempo* 
rary repeal of all the penal laws against them ; and 
%vb^ they were so flushed with the coaquest they, 
had made in some corporations, as to reject all over- 
tures of a toleration ; and, to that end, had employed 
Mr. Boyse to write against it with the utmost con* 
tempt, callinv it ** a stone instead. o/ breatl, a seipoit 
instead of a fish/' 

When the church was in this situation, the clause 
of the sacramental test was happily sent over from 
£ngland, tacked to the popery bill ; which alarmed 
the whole body of the dissenters to that degree, that 
their managers began to ply with the greatest artifice 
and industry, to prevent its passing into a law. But 
(to the honour of that parliament be it spoken] the 
whole body of both lords and commons (some few 
excepted) passed the clause with great readiness, and 
defended it aftenvards with as great resolution. 

The immediate consequence of this law was the 
recovery of several corporations from the dissenters, 
and the preservation of others, to which the enter- 
prising people had' made very bold and quidc ap« 
proacbes. 

It was hoped that this signal defeat would have 
discouraged the dissenters from any farther attempts 
against the law, which had so unanimously passed* 
both houses; but the contrary soon appeared: for,' 
upon meeting of the parliament held by the earl of 
Pembroke*, they quickly reassumed their wonted 
courage and confidence, and made no doubt but they 
should other procure an absolute repeal thereof, or 
get it so fitr relaxed, as that they might be admitted 
to ofiices of military trust: to this they apprehended 
themselves encouraged by a paragraph in ois excel* 
lency*s speech to both houses (which they applied to 
themselves) which was, *' thai the queen would be 

^ HU visaroyall^ commenced April 7| 17Q7. K 
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#£ hfr prolcalftiii snhjtc^ of Ireland. ' ' 

Tbe achroQim for ihr disMnlcrs immediattlir took- 
bold of this handle ; and, in order to prepare the way 
for Ihts eipeditnty iDtiatiog boldly upon their merit 
and ioyalty» charged the charch' with perseostiony: 
and extolled their sTgnal behavsonr in the late revolu- 
tiof> to that degroe» as if hy thctr singular prowesa- 
thi^ had aarved the naioa. 

But all this was only to pmpaM tha vnj for the' 
grand angine^ which was formtng to beat down ihiar 
law ; and that was theic.expedient addresses. 

The first of thia kind was, from a prorincial ^nod- 
of the northern dissctnters, beginning with high en*- 
cominms upoa themselves, and as high demands from 
the pnblicky ^* for their untainted loyalty in all tarns 
of government, which," they said, ** was the na» 
tttial eonse^tienfle of thctr known principles |" eK* 
prasaicos, whidi, had they been ap|^ied to them by 
their adversaries, must nave been undentood aa 
spoken inmieatfy; and, indeed, to have been tbe 
gieatest sarcasm imaginable upon them (especially 
when we consider tM insolent treatment given W 
her late majesty in the very same address;) for» 
imnae^atcly after they pass this complinient npoa 
themselves, they tell her majesty, they deeply regret 
the sacransental test; and frankly declared, that 
neither the gentlemen nor people of their persua- 
sion could (they must mean wonM) serve her, 
whatever exigences might arise, unless that law was 
repealed. 

Tbe managers for the kirk, following this prece-* 
dent, endeavoured to obtain addresses to the same' 
purpose from the corporations; and though they 
proved uasuGCessfui in most, they procured them' 
from Dor mib^X considerable conibrmi^fig cor^raiions ;# 
and that too at a critical junciture, when numbers 
pf Spotcb psesb^leriafi^ "wlto bad de#^t«d ivell In ti^e 
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«bir of the untoa, and could not be rewtnltd m 
Ea^and (where the teat aot waa in force), stood 
Q^adjr to 01 £nrun our preferments as soon as the test 
should be repealed in Ireland^ 

Buty after all, when it came to a decistTe trial iit 
the hoQse of commons, the dissenters were defeated. 
• When the managers found the house of commons 
could sot be brought into that scheme of an espedi* 
ent, to be offered by them ; their refinement upon 
this was, to move for an address, ** That the house 
would accept of an expedient from her majesty;'^ 
but this also was rejected $ for by this projeet, the 
managers would have led the queen into this dilemma, 
cither to disoblige the whole body of the dissenters, 

Sf refusing to name the cxpedioit, or dse to give up 
e conformists to the insults and encroachments of 
the. dissenters, by the repeal of that law, which was 
dedafed by the hpuse of lords to be the gnat sc^ttrit3r 
of the established ^ucch, and of the English interest 
in Ireland. 

The next attempt they made against the test was 
during the government orlord Wharton ^. The dis^ 
senters seemed more resolute now than ever to have 
the test repealed, especially when his excellency had 
declared fA>m the throne, ** that they were neither to 
be persecuted nor molested." For they, who had 
all aloqg called the test act a persecution, might rea<p 
sonably conclude that grievance would be removed ; 
lyhen they vrttt told by the chief governor, that 
*f they were not even to be molest^.'* But, to 
their great confusion, th?y were soon undeceived, 
when they found,* upon trial, that the house of oom<» 
n^ons would not bear the least motion toward it. 

Their movements to repeal the test bein^ stopped 
this viray, the managers were obliged to take several 
#ther ways to come at it : and at &e time that some 

^ Apf«lnMl^d)iesteqaitf}l«v.2]^17Q6. Nf 
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pretended to sooth, others seemed to threaten even the 
l^sla^are« 

There' happened about the time when the project 
of the expedient was on foot, an excellent occasion to 
express their resentnients against this law, and that 
was, when grea^ namhen of thent refused the oath of 
allegiance, and to oppose the pretender; insisting 
apon a iepeal of the test act, 'as' the condition of their 
arming in defence of- their qneen and countiy. The 
govemnient was not reduced to such straits, as to sub- 
mit to that condition ; and the test stood fhrm, in 
spite of both the dissenters and the pretender, nnttt 
the latter was driven from our coasts ; and then one 
would have thot^ht the hopes of the former would 
have vanished with him. 

But it proved quite contrary : for those sons of the 
cair^, rebounding with fresh vigour from their falls, 
iecckvered new strength and spiiii from every defeat ; 
and the next attempt was bolder (considering the Gir« 
cumstance they were in) than any they had made 
before : ♦ 

The case was this : the house of lords of Irelafid 
had areused them to the queen of several illegal 
practices, which highly concerned the safety of our 
constitution both in church and state : the particulars 
of which /iharge were summed up in a representation 
from the lords to this effect : > 

** That they (the dissenters) had opposed and per* 
secuted the conformists in those parts where their 
power prevailed, had inVaded their congregatibn, pro* , 
pagated their schism in places where it had not the 
least footing formerly ; that they were protected from 
a k^sd perseoutiim by a noli prosequi in the case of 
Dsogheda ; that they refused to take conforming ap^ 
prentices, 'and confined trade among themselves, ex<^ 
cloiive of the conformists t that, in their illegal 
assembles, they had prosecuted and censured their 
peojple bt bei^g mamida«fionitngto law ; that th^ ' 
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h^t tttr^wn pvbltck'aful tcaadidoiis reflcotioiif b^09 
the episcopal order, and upon our laws, parttcilki^ 
ttw/saerai^nhil test» and had mitaprplied the ix^yal 
bounty of idool. per annum in poapa^fng tmiaim 
fdiisfn^ and ttndftnnuiiiis the ehuKh s and had flsar» 
iMsed an illegal jm-ia&ctKMi in their p tt ^yftt ie s and 
cgmoda/' kc. 

To ihis ivpcescstation of the lovda^ die thaseDleit 
f«imonstni(e in an addfus to the qtxeen» or rather mi 
appeal to their own peopfte ; in which, «lthoagh h m 
ffTident they were conscious of those .crimes ^vfaei g rf 
Acy stood accused, as a^iears by thfi evasioils tht^' 
Makft to this high charge ; ret, emn under then oct^ 
tUmttances, ^tu^ w^as their modesty) tiiey praafioA 
for a rei^al of the test act, by the modest appeHadntt 
of a* grieirance, and odious mark of infamy^ &c, 
. One particolaF in another address I caonoft onsitft 
The Itouse of locds 4n their reptescntation, had as» 
cused ooedifiiKntin? teacher in particolar (wdtictiowK 
to Mr* ftoyse) ; &e diarge was in these wiordt 9 
** Nor has the legislature itself escaped the censam of 
ti b6ld aathoir of theirs, who has pnblisihe^ui -piinf, 
that the saerameutal test is only an engine toankrsMvott 
a state faction, and to debase rdtgion to-sarve hasa 
and nnworths^ purposes." 

. To this Mr. fioy^ answera, in aa addreBtttotke 
queen, in the year i7i^, subacnbed oaly foy kianrlf 
and &rt more dissenting teaoherti, ia wt iafiowhig 
mannera 

<* As to tlus part of their londahips eonrpMnt, wa 
beg leave to lay before yoor ixKueaty the wovds <sf 
that author ; which are these : Nor can* we akogo* 
ther excuse those who turn the boiif fioehaiisfc inta 
an engine to advance a ^ate Action, and eadetra&f 
to confine the common table of our Lord, l^^wif 
arbitrary enclosures, to' a party : religion is thciabip 
debdsdd, to serve meati and finwdrthy purposcsi^«« 
W< httmbly.cQiioeive^tba6 4h«.nathc(r»- itt that puni 
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$ag€^ aiarkes no iiiciitMiii of the^gisbtune. a| M, 4bc. ; 
«n«l wc cannot omit, on this occniioo^ to regret it^ 
as the great unhappinesa oi a kingdom, that dia^ 
^enters should now be disabled from ooncurriog io 
the defbnce Of it in any future exigenqy 'and dagger* 
and should have the same infamy put upon them 
with the Ifiah papists* We therefore humbly hope, 
that your maje^Qr shall considdr, how litUe reai 
grounds there ave for tbrne complaiats made by their 
lordships.** 

Wha^ a mixture of impudenee and prevarication 
is thi^ ! That one dissenting teaeher» accused to his 
prince of having censuretl the legislature, should pre'* 
sume, backed only by five more of the same quality 
and prdfession, to transcribe the guilty paragraph, 
and (to secure his meaning from all possibility ai 
being mistaken) annex ailother to it; wherein they^ 
rail at that very law for which he in so audaoioaB a 
manner oenaured the queen and parlii^oaent, and at 
the same time should expect to be acquitted by her 
majesty because he bad not mentioned the word le-* 
gislature. It is true, the word legislature is oot ez«* 
pressed in that paragraph ; but let Mr, Boyse say* 
what other power but the legislattire could, ia this 
$en8e^ *' turn the holy Eucharist into an engine to 
aidvance a state faction, or oonfine offices of trust, or 
the communion table of our Lord, by their arbitrary 
enclosures, to a party." It is plain he can itom his 
principles intend no others but the legicbtors of the 
sacramental test ; though at the same time I freely 
own, that this is a vile description of them ; for nei- 
ther have they by this law made tbne sacramental test 
an engine .to advance, but radier to depress, a state 
factfen ; nor have tliey made any arbitrary enclosures 
of the common table of the Lord, since las many at 
please may reoeive the sacrament with us. in out 
churches ; and those who will not may freely, as be* 
fore, ;Tecejlve it ia tbek QttparatR lacmgrcigatiottsc «or> 

VOL. XUl. * N n ]' 
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IB the last place, i$ religion liereby debased 10 serve 
mean and unworthy purpom ; nor is it any more 
than all lawgiyera do^ hy enjbining ail oath of alle^ 
gitoce, and making that « religious test ; for an oath 
is an act of religiotts worship, as well as the 'Evl* 
charist* 

Upon the whole, is not this an instance of prodi-^' 
gious boldness in Jo. Boyse, backed with only five 
dissenting teachers, thus to rectiminaie upon the Irish 
house of lords (as they were pleased to call them in 
the tide of the printed address) } and almost to insist 
with her majesty upon the repeal of xht law, which 
she had stamped with her royal authority bnt a few 
years before? 

The next attempt of the dissenters against this law 
was made during the government of the duke of 
Shrewsbury *, by the whole com|»cted body of their 
teachers and elders, with a formidable engine, called 
a representation of grievances ; in which, after they 
had reviled the test act with the same odious appella*^ 
tions, and insisted upon the same insdent arguments 
for the repeal thereot', which they had formeiiy urged 
to the queen, they expressed themselves to his grace 
in these words :.*< We beg leave to say, that those 
persons must b^ inexcusabU, and chargeable With all 
the bad consequences that may follow, who; in such 
a kingdom as this, and at such a time as this, disable^ 
disgrace, and di fide protestants; a thing that ought 
not to be done at any time, or in any place, much 
less then in this," &c. 

Is it possible to conceive any thing more provoking 
than this humble supplication of these remonstnators r 
Does not this sound like a demand of the repeal of the 
test, at the peril of those who dare refuse it ? la ic 
not an application with, a hat in one handy, and a 
sword in the other, and that too in ttie style of a king 

• From Stpttnibar 1713^ tiU tha qnstfh's death. M. 
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of Ulster, to a king of Conanght — ** Repeal the test, 
or if you don't-—' 

But to proceed in this narrative t notwithstaading 
tbe defeat of the dissenters in En&^and in their late 
attempt against tbe testy their brethren in Ireland are 
so far from being discouraged, that they seem now to 
conceive greater hopes of having it repealed here than 
ever. In order to prepare necessaries, and furnish 
topicks for this attempt, there was a paper printed 
upon the opening of last session, and now republished, 
entitled, <* The Nature and Consequences of the 
Sacramental Test considered, with Reasons humbly 
oU'ercd for the Repeal thereof." 
. It is not my intention to follow this author through 
all tbe maaes and windings of his reasoning upon thia 
subject, which, in truth, seem such incoherent shreds, 
that it is impossible to tie them together ; and there- 
fore what X propose is to answer such objections to 
tbe test, as are advanced either by this author or any 
other, which have any appearance of reason or plau* 
vbiUty. 

I know it is not prudent to despise an adversary, 
nor fair to prepossess readers, before I show this bold 
and insolent writer. jn his proper figure and dress; 
and therefore, however I may take hm to be a feeble 
advocate for the repeal of the test in pdnt of reason*^ 
ing, yet I freely allow hino to be a most resolute chamW 
pion in point of courage, who has, with such intre^ 
pidity attacked, not only the first enactors of this law* 
but all such who shall continue it by giving their ne- 
gatives to the repeal. 

Page 19, he says, ^^ The truth is, the imposition 
of the test, and continuing it in such a state of the 
kingdom, appears (at first sight) so great an absurdity 
ip politicks as can never be accounted for." 

Who are these absurd politicians ? Are they not 
Iji^ majority of both houses of parliament ? 

3»t, ^Q strengthen his rcfle<:tion>, page 5^6, beg^vc* 
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the whole legislature to undenlaad, «' that cooriaa-^ 
ing the test does not become the wisdom and justice 
of thjB legislacore, under the pretence of its bein^ for 
liie advantage of the state, -when it is really prejucBdal^ 
to it ;*' and farther tdk us, ** it infringes on the in» 
disputable right of the disaentert. * ' 

Page $7, he says, ** The geitti^men of the house 
of comoiooa^ who framed the bill to prevent the far- 
ther growth of popery, instead of approving the test 
clausey which was inserted, pablickly declared their 
diflHke to it, and their resolution to take the first op- 
portunity of repealing it, though at that time they 
unwillingly passed it rather than lose a bill they were 
OD fond of. Thi« resolution has not beep as yet ful- 
filled, for what reasons our worthy patriots them- 
selves know best." 

I should be glad this author would minrm ns, who 
and how many of those members joined in this reso* 
lution to repeal the test ; or where* that resolution is 
to be found, which he mentions twice in that same 
paragraph : surely not in the books of the house of 
QMnmongi 

If not, suppose some few gentlemen of the hou«e- 
of commons (and to be sure very few they were) who 
])ublickly declared their dislike to if, or entered into 
any resolution ; this, I think, he should have explain* 
ed, and not insinuated so gross a reflection on a ma* 
jority of the house of commons, who first pafled this 
Jaw, and have ever since op}>osed all attempts to re* 
peal it ; these are the gentlemen whom, in sarcasm 
and irony, he is pleased to call the worthy, that is^ 
the unworthy patriots themselves. 

But, to mention no more, he concludes his notabk' 
piece with thes^ remarkable words, page 62, 63* 

** Thus it appears, with regard to the protestant 
succession, wh'ch has now happily taken place, how 
reasonable it is to repeal the sacramental test ; and' 
tkmi granting that favour to the dissenters [wh^eh by 
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(he by cannot be granted but by parliament] can be 
disagreeable to none, vhq have a just sense of the 
many bleasings we enjoy by tlie protestant successioa 
in bis majesty's royal family." 

J conceive it will be readily allowQfly that, in all 
applications from any body of men, or particular 
subject, to the legislature, t^e higbeftt encomiums are 
tp be looked upon as purely complimeiitai ; but (hat 
the least insinuation of disrespect ought to be csoosi* 
4ered in the strictest sense the expressions can bear. 
Npw, if we apply this observation to what this 
bold adventurer bna laid with respect to the legisla^ 
tor^ of the sacramental test ; does he not directly 
and plainly charge them with injustice, imprudences 
gross absurdity, and j^icobinism f Let the most pre^ 
judiced reader, that is not predetermined against 
conviction, say, whether thil Uheller of parliament 
has not drawn up a high charge against (be makers 
^nd con tinners of t^is law. 

Notwithstanding my resentni^t, which to be sure 
be does not value, 1 would be sorry he should bring 
upon himself the resentment of those he has been 
so free with* is not this author justly to be reputed 
a defamer, till he produces instances wherein the con« 
forming nobility and gentry of Ireland have shown 
their disaffection to the succession of the illustriciuf 
house of Hanover ? 

Did they ever refuse the oath of abjuration, or 
support any conforming nonjuring^ teachers in their 
congregations ? did ever any conforming gentleman, 
or common pepple, refuse to be arrayed, when the 
militia was raised upon the'invasion of the pretender ? 
did aiiy of them ever show the least reluctance, op 
make any exception against their officers, whether 
they were dissenters or churchmen ? 

It may be said, that, from these insinuations, I 
would. haire it understood, that the dissenters fS|« 
N 3 
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couraged sofiie of their teachers who rcfoGcd tlw' 
oath of abjuration ; and that, even in the article of 
danger, when the pretender made an attempt in 
Scotland, our northern presbyterians showed great 
reluctance in taking arms upon the array ol: tht 
militia. 

I freely own, it is my intention ; and I must 
affirm both facts to be true, however they have the 
assurance to deny it. 

What can be more notorious, than the protection, 
eountenance, and support, which was continued to 
Riddall, M*Bride, and M^Crackan, who absolutely 
refused the oath of abjuration ; and yet were conti- 
nued to teach in their congregations after they re* 
turned from Scotland, when a prosecution was 
directed, and aVouncil in criminal causes was sent, 
down to the county of Antrim, to prosecute them ?-^ 
With respect to the parliament ; did ever any house 
of commons show greater alacrity in raising moneyi 
^nd equipping ship's in defence of the king, than the 
last house did upon the expected invasion of the pre* 
tender ? and did ever any parliament give money 
with greater unanimity, for the support of the crown, 
than the present has done, whatever the wants of 
their private families might be ? and must a very 
0r«at majority of those persons be branded with the 
infamous aspersion of disaffection to the illustrious 
house of Hanover, should they refuse to give their 
voices for the repeal of the test ? 

I am fvlly persuaded that this author and his kU 
k>w labourers do not believe one word of this heavy 
charge ; but their present circumstances are such, 
that they must run all hazards. 

A great number of the nonconforming gentlemen 
daily leave them. Many men, whose fathers were 
elders or rigid nonconformi^s, are now constant 
communicants, and justices of peace in their severai 
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fiCMii^ti^; iQflpiQttch th^t it U hjghly probable, 
should the t^^t cpAtinue twenty years longer, that 
there would i^t be a gen^em^n left to solicit a repeal.^ 

I sh^ll hcreaiter take occasion to show* how in-^ 
considerable tlicy are^for their numbers and fortunes,^ 
who caa be acfvcd ax obliged by this repeal, which 
Qumlx^r is daily Us^ping* The dissenting teachera 
are sufficiently aware» that the general conformity o£ 
the gentlemen will be followed by the conformity oi 
numbers of the people ; and, should it not be so^ 
tfaat they will he but. poorly supported by them ; 
that by the continuance of the ust, their craft w;li 
be io danger to be set at naiisht, and ;n all prcK 
babiUty will ^nd in a general copformity of. the 
presbyterians to the e&tablished church. So that 
they nave the strongest reasons in the world to pre^ 
£or 4 repeal of the test ; b^t those reasons must hava 
equal W(Ce fpr the continuance of it with all that 
"^ish the pe^e of the church 4nd stale, and would 
Qot have us torn ia piepes with endl^ and causdojn 
divisions. 

There is one short passiage more I had likc.to hayq 
emitted, which our author leaves as a sting in the 
tail of J^is libel ; hjs yvords are these, p. 59. «• TJW 
truth is, no one party of a religious denomination^ 
in Britain or Irefa^dy were so united as (hey (thi^ 
()is9enters), indeed qo one but they, in an invioIaHlQ 
^tta^ninent to the prptestant succession." To d;i^ 
tect the fpUy of this as^ertipp, 1 subjoin tljie fojlowr 
Jiig^ter, from ,a perspn of known integrity,, ^ndiji^ 
vio|ably aUached tp the prptestant 'succession as afjr 
Qissentcr in the kingdom ; I inean. Mi*. ..Warjei^g o| 
Warrengstown, then a membci' of " parliament, ana 
commissioner of array in the county of Down, upon 
the expected invasion of the pretender. I'h s letter 
was writ in a short time after the array of the militia; 
for the truth of which I refer to Mr. Warreng him- 
self: 

Digitized by VjOOQiC • 



140 ATTXMYTS or TRB DltfENTXIS, &e. 

*^ Sir, TVt I mtj fUffl your desire, by gi^Dg 

KUn account how the mimt^r^ in my neigb<« 
rliood behaved themaehres, when we were threat-t 
cncd with an mvzsian of the pretender ; be pleased 
to know, ^tbat, upon an a)ann given of liia being 
landed pear Derry, none were tnorf i^ous in setting 
watch and keeping guaid than they, to prevent such 
disorders as might happen at that ^imc by ill design- 
ing ^>er8ons passing through and disturbing the peace 
of tne country. 

** But, when t)ie government thought ^t to have 
Ae kingdona arrayed, and sent conimissioneTS into 
these parts, som^ time after ; it appeared, that the 
dissenters had by that time been otherwise instructed;; 
fbr several, who were so forward beibre, behaved 
themselves f|fter a very diflPtrent manner, some re- 
fusing, and others with reluctancy appearing ^pon 
die array, to be enlisted, and serye in tne militia. 

** This hehavio\ir s^rpr]sed ipe so much, that I 
took occasion to discourse several of them, over 
whom I thought I had as much influence as any 
pth^r peirspn, and sound them upon the common ar« 
gument of having their hfinds tied by s^ late act of 
parliament, ^c« Whereupon I took some pains to 
fho^ the act to them, and wherein they were mis<i 
taken. I farther pressed their concurrence with us, 
in procuring the copfimpn peace and security of our 

fmntry ; and though they seepied convinced by what 
said, yet I was given to understand, their Dehavi<^ 
our was according to the sentiments of some persons^ 
whom they thought themselves obliged to obaefve. 
or lb be diiec^d by/' fcc 
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CONSIDERATIONS UPON TWO BILLS 
«ENT DOWN PROM THE RIGHT HO- 
KOURABLE THE HOUSE OF LORDS TO. 
THE HONOURABLE. THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS IN IRELAND RELATING TO 
THE CLERGY. 



X)uWtn,F«*. 24, 1731-2. 

I HAVE often, for above a month past, desired 
some few clergymen^ who are pleased to visit me,, 
that they would procure an extract of two bills,: 
brought into the council by some of the bishops, 
and both of them since passed in the house of lords ;> 
but I could never obtain what I desired, whether by 
the forgetfulness or negligence of those whom I emn 
ployed, or the difficulty of the thing itself. There- 
fore, if I should happen to mistake in any fact of cons 
sequence, I desire niy remarks upon it may pafs for 
aothiog ; for ray information is no better than what I 
Cecelyed in words from several divines, who seemed^ 
to isLgree with each other. I have not the honour to^ 
be acquainted with any one single prelate of the. 
kingdom ; and am a stranger to their characters, fav- 
ther than as common fame reports them, which ist 
not -to be dqiended on ; therefore I cannot be sup«' 
posed to td upon a principle of resentment. 1 es*. 
teem their functions (if 1 may be allowed to say so^ 
without /aSknot) as truly apostolical, and absolutely 
necessary to the perfection of a christian church. 

There are no qualities more incident to the frailty^ 
s^d porrnptions qf bunum kind^ than an indifferencf^ 
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or insensihiltty for other men*s suffemo, and t 8u/!« 
den forgctfulness of their own former numblc state, 
when tbc7 "'^ ^" ^^^ world. These two dispoutiOM 
have not, I think* any where so stcoQgly exerted 
themselves^ as in the order of bishops with regard to 
the inferiour clergy ; for which I can find no rca« 
sottSt bqt sndh as naturally should seem to operate a 
Quite contrary way. The maintenance of the dtrpf 
throughout the kingdom, is precarious apd uncert^n, 
collected from a most . miserahie race of beggarly 
farmers ; at whose mercy every minister lies to be 
defrauded. His office as reetor or vicar, if it be duly 
executed, is very laborious. As soon as he is pro- 
moted to a bishoprick, the scene is entirely and hap* 
pily changed ; his revenues are large» and as surely 
paid as those of the king ; his whole business is, 
once a year to receive the attendance, the submis* 
sion, and the proxy money of all his clergy, in what- 
ever part of the diocese he shall please to think most 
convenient for himself. Neither is his personal pre-^ 
sence necessary, for the business may be done b^ a 
vicar general. The fatigue of ordiiiatjon, is just 
what the bishops please to make it ; and as matters 
have been for some time, and may probably remain, 
the fewer ordinations the better. The Test of their 
risible office consists, in the honour of attending 
parliaments and councils, and bestowing prefer- 
ments in their own gifts ; in which last employment, 
and in their spiritual and temporal counts, the labour 
falls to their vicars general, secretaries, proctors, ap-i 
paritors, seneschals, and the like. Now, I say, in so 
quick a change, whereby their brethern in a few days 
are become their subjects, it would be reasonable at 
least to hope that the labour, confinement, and sub- 
jection, from which they have so lately escaped, like 
a bird out of the snare of the fowler, might a little 
incline them to remember the condition of those, 
who wf;re but last W6^ their e<^nal8, probably thdf 
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MnpsaHioM or their friends, and possibly as reafiontblc 
expectants. There is a known story of colonel Tid« 
comb, who, while he continued a subaltern officer* 
was eveiy 4^ay complaining against the pride, 9p« 
pression, and hard treatoKnt of colonels toward their 
officers; vet in a very few minutes after he had 
received his commission for a regiment, walking 
with a friend on the mall, he confes^ that the 
spirit of colonelship was coming fast upon him; 
which spirit is said to have daily increased to the houf 
of his dieath. 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, who are 
promoted to bishopricks, have always some great ad- 
vantages ; either that of rich deaneries, opulent and 
multiplied rectories and dignities, strong alliances by 
birth or marriage, fortified by a superlative degree of 
leal and loyalty ; but however, they were all at firkt 
no more than young beginners; and before their 
great promotion, were known by their plain Christian 
names among their old companions, the middling 
rale of clerg^rAen ; nor could therefore be s ranges 
to their condition, Qr with any good grace forget it so 
soon, as it has too often happened. 

I confess, I do not remember to have observed any 
body of men acting with so little concert, as our 
clergy havt done, in a point, where their opinions 
appeared to be unanimous : a point, wherein their 
whole temporal support was concerned, as well as 
their power of serving God and his clturch, in their 
spiritual functions* This has becfli^ imputed to their 
fear of disobliging^ fT hopes of farther favours upon 
compliance ; becaiiise it was observed, that some who 
appeared at tot with the greatest zeal, thought 6t 
suddenly to abs^t themselves from the usual meet-^ 
ings: yet<weknowi''wh4t 4xpeit s^icitors thequakers, 
the dissenters, pad ^ven the y^H»ts have sometimes 
found, to drivej|.]poitU of a^faritags^^.^ prevent an 
M!^en4iii| tvfl. 
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I have not seen any extract from iht two biHj in* 
troduced by the bishops in the privy council ; where 
4hc clerpfy,' upon some failure in favour, or th«oagh 
thi timorousness of many among their brethren, were 
re fused to be heard by the council. Itseeras, these 
bills were both returned, agreed to by the king and 
council in England, and the house of lords b» widi 
great expedition passed them both ; and it is said^ 
they are immediately to be sent down to the com- 
mons for their consent. 

The particulars, as tbej have been imperfecily xt^ 
J>6rtcd to me, are as follow : 

By one of the bills, the bishops have power tooblige 
the codntry clergy to build a mansion house, upoii 
whatever part of their glebes their lordships shall com- 
mand: and if the living be above 50L a year, the mi- 
nister is bound to build, after three years, a house that 
shall cost one year atU! a half *s rent of his income. 
For instance, if a clergyman with a wife and seven 
children gets a living 0^551. per annum, he must, af- 
ter three years, build a hckise that sfeaW cost 77I. los. 
and must sujyport his family* during the time the 
bishop shall appoint -for the building ^ftt,- with tbere<- 
hiainder. But if the living be tinder 50I. a ycau, the 
minister shall ht allowed' lool. out of the first-fruits. 

But there is-said to be one circumstaOYCe' a little 
extraordinary ; tliat if the^e be a single «{)ot in the 
^lebe mbre oarren, more mfJirshy, more ex|)ose|dt0 
the winds, more distant from the chorch, or skeleton 
of a church, or from any conveniency of building ; 
Che rector or vicar may be obligedjj. by the caprice or 
f>kjue of the bishop, to bui'M, underf^ain ofseqQes<» 
Citation (ati office' which <evcr faHs' into the mofet 
1«navish hands) -u'pon whatever point his lordship 
«hal! command ; although the faftners have notpaid 
btie quarter-ofhrs dues. 

' • I- b^!fevr,*>ind^ th* p4-es^t cTis^cesses of the king-^ 
dom (which inevitably without a jnirail^xjaiut .in* 
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crease for ever) there are not ten country clergymen 
in, Ireland, reputed to possess a parish of lool- per 
aonum, who ibr some years past have actually re- 
ceived 60!. and that with the utmost difficulty and 
vexation. I am therefore at a loss what kind of 
valuators the bishops will make use of ; and whether 
the starving vicar shall be forced to build Ws house 
with the money he never received. 

The other bill, which passed in two days after the 
fbrnaer, is said to Concern the division of parishes into 
as many parcels as the bishop shall think fit, onlj*" 
leaving Sool. a year' to the mother church ; which 
300L by another act passed some years ago, they 
can divide likewise, and crumble as low as their 
will and pleasure will dispose them. So that instead 
of fix hundred clergymen, which, I thinks is the 
usual corhputation, we may have ift a small compass 
of years, almost as many thousands to live with de- 
cency and' comfort, provide for their children, be 
charitable to the poor, and maintain hospitality. 

But it is very r^sonable to hope, and heartily to 
be wished 'by all those who have the least regard to 
our holy religion, as hitherto established, or to a 
learned, pious, dihgent, conversable clergyman, or 
even to common humanity, that the honourable 
house of coirindons will, in their great wisdom, jus- 
tice, and tenderness to innocent men, consider these 
bills in another light. It is said they well know this 
kingdom not to be so overstocked with neighbouring 
gentry, but a discreet learned clergyman, with a 
competency fit for one of his education, may be an 
entertaining, a useful, and sometimes a necessary com- 
jmnion. That, although such a clergyman may not 
be able cbnstantly to find beef and wine for his own 
fiamily, yet he may be allowed sometimes to afford 
both to a neighbour without distressinjj himself; and 
the rather, because he may expect at least a« good a 

VOL. XIII. o r^^^^T^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



/^ 



146 CONSIDERATIONS UPON 

return. It will probably be considered, that iii many' 
desolate parts, there may not be always a sufficient 
number of persons, considerable enough to be trusted 
with commissions of the peace, which several of 
the clergy now supply, much better than a little, 
hedge, contemptible, illiterate vicar from twenty ta 
fifty pounds a year, the son of a weaver, pedlar, 
tailor, or miller, can be presumed to do* 

The landlords and farmers, by this scheme, can 
find no profit, but will certainly be losers. For 
instance, if the large northern livings be split into a 
dozen parishes or more, it will be very necessary for 
the little threadbare gownman, with his wife, his 
proctor, and every chi4d who can crawl, to watch 
the fields at harvest time, for fear of losing a single 
sheaf, which he could not a^rd under peril of a 
day's starving : for, according to the Scotch pro- 
verb, a hungry louse biles, sore. This wouldi,. of 
necessity, breed an infinite number of wrangles and 
litigious suits in the spiritual courts; and put the 
wretched pastor at perpetual vaFlance with his whole 
parish. But, as they have hitherto stood, a clergy- 
man established in a competent living, is not under 
the necessity of being so sh^rp, vigilant, and exacting. 
On the contrary, it is well known and allowed, that 
the clergy, round the kingdom,, think themselves 
well treated, if they lose only one single third o£ 
their legal demands. ." 

The honourable house may perhaps be inclined ta 
conceive, that my lords the bishops enjoy .as ample 
a power, both spiritual. and temporal, as willfully 
suffice to answer every branch of their office ; that 
they want no laws to regulate fhe conduct of those 
clergymen over whom they preside ; that if non- 
residence be a grievance, it is the patron's faulty 
who makes not a better choice; or caused the plu-^ 
iKtlity. That if the general impartial character of 
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l^efBons choson into the church, h«d been more re- 
garded, and the motive of party, alliance, kindred, 
flatterers, iiljudgment» or personal favour, regarded 
less, there would he fewer complaints of non-resi- 
dence, want of care, blamable behaviour, or any 
other part of misconduct ; not to mention ignorance 
and. stupidity. 

I could name certain gentlemen of the gown, 
whose awkward, sprnce, prim, sneering, and smirk- 
ing countenances, the very tone of their voices, and 
an ungainly strut in their walk, without one single 
talent for any one office, having contrived to get 
good prefenncnt, by the mere force of flattery and 
cringing : for which two virtues {the only two vir-r 
tues they pretend to) they were, however, utterly 
unqualified : and whom, if I were in power, al- 
' though they were my nephews, or had married my 
nieces, I could never, in point of good conscience 
or honour, have recommended to a curacy in Con- 
naught. 

The honourable house of commons may likewise 
perhaps consider, that the gentry of this kingdom, 
differ from all' others upon earth, being less capable 
x>f employments in their own country, than any 
others who come from abroad; and that itiost of 
tbem have little expectation of providing for their 
younger children, otherwise than by the church ; 
m which there might be some hopes of getting a 
tolerable maintenance. For, after the patrons should 
have settled their sons,, their nephews, their nieces, 
their dependents, and their followers invited ove.r 
from the other side, there would still remain an 
overplus of smallef church preferments, to be given 
to such clergy of the nation, who shall have their 

Suantum of whatever merit may be then in fashion, 
lut by these bills, they will be all as absolutely cx- 
jcluded, as if they had passed under the denomi- 
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nation of tones; unless they can be cdntested at 
the utmost with 50I. a year ; wbich^ "by ,the diffi- 
culties of collecting tithes iti Ireland, and the daily 
increasing miseries of the people, will hardly rise to 
half that sum. 

It is observed, that the divines sent over hither to 
govern this church, have not seemed to consider the 
diH'erence between both kingdoms, with respect to 
the infcriour clergy* As to themselves indeed, they 
iind a large revenue in lands let at one quarter value, 
which consequently must be paid while there is a 
penny left among us ; and the publick distress so 
little afi'ects their interests, that their fines are now 
higher than ever : the^ content themselves to so^ 
pose, that whatever a parish is said to be worth, 
comes all into the parson's pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among the clergy of 
£ngland, has been the continual complaint cf aU men 
who wish well to the churck, And naany ^dnemes 
have been thought on to redress it ; yet an English 
vicar of 40I. a year, lives much ^'ore comfortably 
than one of double the value i<i leelaod. His farmem, 
generally speaking, are able and wiUing to pay him 
his full dues: he has « decent church of anoteirt 
standijjg, filWd eyery Lord's day wlh a large con»- 
gr^gation of plain people, well dad, and behaving 
themselves as if they believed in God and Chiist. He 
has a house and barn in repair^ a 6eld or two to graze 
his cows, with a garden and or.chard. No guest ex*- 
pects more from him than a pot c^ ale : he li^iFes like 
an honest plain fanner, as his wi^e is dressed butiitde 
better than goody. He is sometimes graciously ioo 
vitcd by the squire, where he sitS at an humble difr> 
tance ; if he gets the love of his people, they often 
make him littk useful presents : he is happy by hetng 
born to no higher expectation ; for he is usually the 
son of some ordinary tradesman* or middlkig &rmer« 
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His learning is much of a siz^ with his birth and edu* 
cation : no more of either, than what a poor hungry 
^rvltor can be expected to bring with him from his 
college. It would be. tedious to show the reverse of 
all this, in our distant poorer parishes through most 
parts of Ireland, wherein every reader may make the 
fcomparison. 

JLastly« the honourable house of -commons may 
consider, whether thd scheme of multiplying beg- 
garly .clergymen through the w^iole kingdom, who 
must all have votes £or choosing parliament men 
(proTided they can prove their freeholds to be worth 
40s. per annum, uitra repriiasj may not, by their 
numbers, have great influence upon elections ; being 
entirely under the dependence of their bishops. For, 
by a moderate computation, after all the divisions and 
subdivisions of parishes, that my lords the bishops 
have power to make by their new laws, there will, as 
^qon as the present set of clergy goes off, be raised an 
army of ecclesiastical militants, able enough for any 
kind of service except that of the altar. 

I am indeed in some concern about a fund for 
building a thousai^d or two churches, wherein these 
probationers may read their wall lectures ; and begin 
to doubt they must, be contented with bams ; which 
barns will be one great advancing step toward an 
accommodation with our true protestant brethren, 
the dissenters. 

The scheme of encouraging clergymen to build 
houses, by dividing a living of 500I. a year into ten 
parts, is a coqtrivance, the meaning whereof has got 
pn the wrpng side of my comprehension : unless it 
may. be argued, tha^ bishops build no houses because 
fixtv are so rich ; and therefore the infehour clergy 
will certainly build, if you reduce them to beggary. 
But I knew a very rich man of quality in England, 
who could Acver be persuaded to kee aservant out 
o 3 
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of liverj ; b^cauee such servants would be ezpennve, 
and apt in time to look like gentleiBen : whereas 
the others were ready to submit to the basest offices, 
and at a cheaper penay worth might increase his re* 
tinue. 

I hear, it is the opinion of many wise men, that 
before these bills pass both houses, they should be 
«ent back to England, with the fc^iowtnj^ clauses 
inserted. 

Firs^, that whereas there may be about a dozen 
double bisbopricks in Ireland, those bishopricks 
£lK)uld be split and given to different persons ; and 
those of a single denomination be also divkied into 
two, three, or four parts, as occasion shadl require ; 
otherwise there may be a question starred, whether 
twenty-two prelates can efFectually extend their pia« 
iernal care, and unlimited |)ower, for the protection 
and correctioD of, so great a number of spiritual sub- 
jectjs. But this proposal will meet with such furious 
objections, that 1 shall not insist upon it : for I well 
remember to have read, what a terrible fright the 
frogs were in, upon a rq>ort that the sun was going 
4o marry. 

Another clause should be, that none of these 
twenty, thirty, forty, or £fty pounders may be suf- 
fered to marry, under the penalty of immediate de* 
privation ; their marriages declared null, and their 
children bastards ; for some desponding people take 
the kingdom to be in no condition of encouraging so 
numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third clause will be necessary, that these humHc 
geng^y should be absolutely disqualified from givi»|g 
yotes in elections for parltapient iften. 

Others add a fourth ; which is, a clause of indul- 
gence, that these reduced divines may be permitted 
to follow any lawful ways of living, which will not 
call them too often or too far from tlKir ^iritntti 
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offices; 'fin, vnloss I msapprefaead^ l^ejr aie sup* 
posed to have episcopal ordination,. For exani{^$ 
tbey may he lappert o!f Useo,, bailif& of tbe /manor ; 
they may let blood ox apply ipkmterf for three nailed, 
rottad : they may get a di^^naation to hold the 
clerkship aod sextondiip of their own pai^ish tn* r&i»«- 
mendam. Their «rivea and daught«i:s may make 
shirts for the neighbourhood ; or; if a barrack be 
near, for the soldiers: in linen countries tihoy may 
card and spin, and keep a few looms in the hoase> 
jtbey may let lodgings, *aad sell a pot of ^ie without 
doors, but not at 'home, unless to sober conspany, 
and at regular hours. It is by some thought a little 
hard, that in an afiPait of the last CDnae<|«eaee to the 
^try being df the clergy in the points of liberty and 
■]>ropef!ty9 as well as in -their abilities to petform thek 
tiuty, tma wh«^ -reverend body, who ate the estab- 
lished instructors of the nation in Christianity and 
moral Virtues, and ace the oniy>pcrso»s concerned, 
should be the sole persons not consaked. Let any 
scholar show the like precedent in Christendom, fot 
twelve hundred yeais past. Aa aiot of pafliathettt 
for settling or seUiitg an estsae in a •privstt family, is 
tecver pas«ed -unti4 all partJKs give consent. But in 
** the (Hssent case the ivbole body of the clergy is, 
as thcsmselves appfehond, determined to utter ruin, 
^without onoe expecting or asking tfaeir opinion; 
•and this by a sdieme contrived only by one part of 
the convocation, while the other part, which has 
been chosen tn the tismal d>nns, wants only the regal 
permission to assemble^ and consult about the af- 
fairs of the church, as their predeoessors have al- 
ways done in former a{gas : where it is presumed, 
tbe lower bouse has <a power of proposing ctmons, 
avid a negative voice, as well as tbe upper. And 
God forbad (say these objectors) Cbat there should 
be a real separate interest between the bishops ai#d 
•cler^', amy more than there is between^ man and 
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his w'tiOf t king and hi$ people, or Cbrist and hl$ 
pbuFch. 

It seems tbeve is a provision in the billy that no 
parish shall be cut into scraps without the con« 
seat of several persons, w^o pan be no sufferers in 
ihe n^afcter; bat I cannot find that the clergy lay 
muck weight on this caution ; because they argue, 
that the very persons from whom these bills took 
their rise, wiU have the greatest share in the de- 
jcision* 

I do not by any means conceiire the ciying sin 
of the clergy in this kingdom to be that of non- 
residence. 1 am surt, it is many degrees less so 
here than in £ngland, unless the possession of plu- 
ralities may pass under that name ; and if this be a 
£iuk, it ts well known to whom it must be imr 
puted : I believe, u^n a fair inquiry (and I hear 
an inquiry is to be made) they will appear to be 
most pardonably few; especially, considering how 
many parities have not an inch of glebe, and how 
difficult it is upon any reasonable terms to find a 
place of habitation. And therefore, God knows 
whether my lords the bishops will be soon able to 
convipce the clergy, or those who have any regard 
for that venerable body,- that the chief motive in 
th^ir lordships minds, by procuring these bills, was, 
to prevent, the sin of non-residence ; while the uni- 
versal opinion of almost every clergyman in the king- 
dom, without distinction ot party, taking in even 
those who are not likely to be sufferers, stands di- 
.rectly against them. 

If some livings in the north may be justly thought 
too Urge a compass of land, which makes it incon- 
venient for the remotest inhabitanU to attend the ser- 
vice of the church, which in some instances may be 
true, no reasonable clergyman would oppose a proper 
israedy by particular acts of parliament. 

Thus, tor instance, the deanery of Down, a coun- 
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hj 6eitnef]r I -Miak -wttfaaut a xadiodrd; dependkig 
wboUy u|>on!a union •of p&rfshes .joLnod toge«h«* in 
a time when tbe laod ley wadtejandtliiQly inhabited, 
since thoae civcttmstancefr znt soipradigkmsly changed 
far tbe belter, may properly be 'lessened, leaving a 
decent compeleiicy 'to the dean, ^and placitig victories 
in rthe TeiBaicong ohtircheft» wfaidi are now served 
onJy by dtApeodiafry curates. 

Tbe Qa$e may faeiprdbaibky tbcfsame in irther parts : 
«nd auoh a |>roeeeding, diseweetW^ •managed^ would 
.be truly lor the .good of the GhisTob. 

For it as 4o tbe observed, tbat the dean and (jhap-. 
tor lands, which -in Eng^nd n^ere «ll seized un^r 
the=£ina^k«9ittrpation, ane things tinknown fn Ire- 
land, barring iheen long ravished froni the <;hiif c^h by 
a auQceaaion of jpon fusions, and tithes applied In 'their 
stead to auppoit that ^cdesiasfical dignity. 

The lale «rchb]«hop of Dublin * had a very di!& 
ferent way of encouraging the clergy of hi& diocese 
to residenee : when a iease diad run Qut seven yeara 
or tnore, he stipulated with the tenant to resign up. 
twenty or thii*ty acres to the minister of the pari^ 
where it lay ^^onvenient, without lessening his forner 
ftnti and with no jgreat abatement ^ 4ht fine ; and 
this be '.did; tn tfbe parts near 'Diublm, where land is 
at the. highest rates, leaving a smali chiefry for the 
minister to-pay> hardly a sixth part of the value. I 
^oubt not that almost every bishop in the kingdom, 
m9y do the same generous act> ^ith less damage to 
their sees than bis late. grace of Diuhlin; much of 
wlKxse lands were oiit in tee 'farms, «r loasesfor lives ; 
and I am sorry that the i^od exaitiplt crf^ sudh a, pre- 
late ba» not been foBowcd* 

But a great majority of the derfflr's friends cannot 
bitheifto Mcoficile tbemsebo«8 to this f)vojeOt ; which 
they call a levelling principle, that mu9t inevitably 

1 Dr. WUliam King. H^, 
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root out Ak sfeeds of all honest emulation, the legtl 
|)afeQt of the greatest yirtue and most generous ac- 
tions among men ; but which, in the general opinion 
(for I do not pretend to ofier mj own) will never 
more have room to exert itself in the breast of any 
clergj^man whom this kingdom shall produce. 

But, whether the consequences of these bills may, 
by the virtues and frailties of future bishops, sent 
over hither to rule the church, terminate in good or 
evil, I shall not presume to determine, since God 
can work the former out of the latter. However, one 
]thing I can vditure to assert ; that from the earliest 
ages of Christianity, to the minute I am now writing, 
tSere never was a precedent of such a proceeding ; 
much less was it to be feared, hoped, or apprehended, 
from such hands in any christian country ; and to it 
may pass for more than a phenix, because it has 
risen without any assistance from the ashes of its 
. sire. 

The appearance of so many dissenters at the hear- 
. ing of this cause, is what, 1 am told, has not been 
charged to the account of their prudence or mode- 
ration ; because that action has been censured as a 
, mark of triumph and insult before the victory is 
* complete : since neither of diese bills has yet passed 
the house of commons, ajtid some are pleased to think 
.it not impossible that they may be rejected *. Nei- 
ther do I hear, that there is an enacting clause in 
either of the bills, to apply any part of the divided or 
subdivided tithes toward increasing the stipends of 
the sectaries. So that these gentlemen seem to be 
gratified like him, who after having been lacked 
down stairs, took comfort when he saw hi« friend 
Juicked down after him* 
. I have^heard many more objections against several 

*" They were rejected in the house of commons by p, great 
inaJoAty. F. , . 
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(jtriicuiars of b6th these bills ; but they are of a high 
nature, and carry such dreadful inuendoes, thait 1 
dare not mention them ; resolving to give no offence^ 
because I well know how obnoxious I , have long 
been ( although I csonceivc without any fault of my 
own) to the zeal and principles of those, who place 
all difference in opinion concernipg publick matters 
tD the score of disaifection ; whereof I am at least as 
innoceot as the loudest of my detractors* 
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on; tME WLL FOR THE €LERGY RESID* 
ING ON TriEIR LIVINGS*. 



THOSE gendemen who haAre been promoUd to 
bisliopric&s ia thi& kingdom for s&vcral years past, 
are of two sorts : firstj certain private clergymen 
from England, who, by the force of friends, indus- 
try, solicitation, or other means and merits to mt un- 
known, have been raised to that character by the 
mero motu of the crown. 

Of the other sort, are some tlergymen born in this 
kingdom, -who have most diMinguished themselves 
by their warmth against popery, their great indul- 
gence to dissenters, and all trut loyal prt)testants ; by 
their zeal for the house of Hanover, abhorrence of 
the pretender, and an implicit readiness to fall into 
any measures that will make the government easy to 
those;' who represent his majesty's person. 

Some of ihe former kind are such as are said to 
huve enjoyed tolerable preferments in England ; and 
it is therefore much to their commendation that they 
have condescended to leave their native -country, and 
come over hither to be bishops, merely to promote 
Christianity among us ; and therefore, in my opinion, 
both their lordships, and the many defenders they 
bring over, may justly claim the merit of missionaries 
sent to convert a nation from heresy and heathenism. ^ 

Before I proceed farther, it may be proper to relate 
some particulars wherein the circumstances of the 
English clergy differ from those of Ireland. 

The districts of parishes throughout England con- 

* This appears to be a first sketch of the preceding " Con- 
sideratioas on Tmto Bills,^* &c. ; and at this period both th« 
tracts may ) erhji^s desene particular aUention. N. 
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tiade' fenuoh the same as l^ey vmtt before tbe tc* 
formation ; and mosfe of tbe ohIiiiellM arlft 6f the go«- 
thick architectare^ built 8(AiM' bundted' yeats' ago* ; 
but the tithes of great dumben of churches ftavitig^ 
been applied by the pope's pite«etid«d aiuthdriiy tO' 
scTeral abbies, and eveni befoM the reformation be- 
stowed by that sacrilegious tyrant Henry' Vi^lS, on 
his ravenous favourites, tbe maintenance or an incum^ 
bent in most parts of the kingdom is contemptibly 
small ; and yet a vicar there of foity pounds a ytear^ 
can live ^ith- more comfoitty than one of three times 
the nominal value with us. For his ibrty pounds are 
duly paid him, because there is not one farmev in' a: 
hundwd j who is not woith five dm^s the rent he pays 
t» his'landlord, and fifty Uimesthe sum dimiandtfd for 
the tithes ; which, by the small compass of his pa- 
riah, he dan easily collect or compound- for ; and if 
hir behaviour and uodenstandlng be supportable, he 
"will probably receive presents now and then from his 
parishioners, and perhaps fVom the squire ; who, al« 
though he may sometimes be apt to treat his parson 
» little superciliously, will probably be Softened by a 
little hunme dbmeanour. yhe vicar is ]ike>visc ge- 
2ierally sure to find* upon his jadmittance to his living*, 
» convenient house and barn in repair, with a gardbn, 
and a field or two to gvaae a few cows', and out 
horse for himself and his wife. He has probably 
market very near him^^ peihaps iri His own tillage. 
No entertainment is- expected by his visitx)r beyt>nd'ar 
pot of aie, and a piece of 6heeseb He has every Sun«' 
day the comfdrt of a full congregation, of plain, 
deanly people of bbfh sestes, well to pass, and wh\o 
apeak- his^ o'^Ml language^ The scene about him it 
Mly cuiliiva(e(t (I mean' % the gener&l) and well in-*- 
Babki6d%> Ke^dtfeads no thieves for any thing but hit 
appl..^^ fiiv the trade of universal stealing is not to' 
epidemick there as with us. His wife* is little better 
than goody^ m> her binh^ education^ or dress ; and* as 
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to himselfy we must let his parentage alone, tf he 
be the son of a fsamet it is very sufficient, nad hiW 
sister may very decently be chambermaid to the 
squire's wife. He goes about on working days in a 
grazierU coat, and will not scruple to assist his work* 
men in harvest time. He is usually wary and thiiftty, 
iind often more able to provide for a numerous famiiy 

, than some of ours can do with a rector/ called 3 oof. 

' a year. His daughters shall go to service, or be sent 
apprentice to the sempstress of the next town ; and 
ms sons are put to honest trades. This is the usual 
course of an English country vicar from twenty to 
sixty pounds a year^ 

As to the clergy of our own kingdom, their living 
are generally larger. Not origmally, dr by the 
bounty of princes, parliaments, c>r charitable endow- 
ments, for the same degradations (and as to glebes 
a much greater) have been made here^ but, by the 
destruction and desolation in the long wars between 
the invaders and the natives ; during which time a 
great part of the bishops lands, and almost all the 

flebes, were lost in the confusion. The first invader* 
ad almost the whole kingdom divided among them* 
New invaders succeeded, and drove out their prede- 
cessors as native Irish. These were expelled by^ 
others who came after» and upon the same preten- 
sions. Thus it went on for several hundred years, 
and in some degree even to our own memories. And 
thus it will probably go on, although not in a mar- 
tial way, to the end of the world. For not only the 
purchasers of debentures forfeited in 1641, were all 
of English birth, but those after the restoration, and 
many who came hither even since the revolution, are 
looked upon as . perfect Irish ; directly contrary to 
the practice of all wise nations, and particularly of 
the Greeks and Romans, in establishing thdr colo« 
nies, by which name Ireland is very absurdly called* 
. Under these directions the conquerors always 

Digitized by LjOOQiC 



eLCftlCAC RESiPEireE. 159 

•eSzed Dvhat Itnds they could vrith little ceremony, 
whether they belonged to the, church ot not: thus 
the glebes were almost univerfally exposed to the first 
seizers, and could never be recovered, although the 
grants, with the particular denominations, arc mani« 
feat, and still in being. The whole lands of the 
•ee of Waterford were wholly taken by one family ; 
the like is reported of other bifhoprick^^ 

King James the first, who deserves more of the 
church of Ireland than all other princes put to- 
gether, having the forfeitures of vast tracts of laqd 
in the northern parts (I think commonly called the 
escheated counties), having granted some hundred 
thousand acres of these lands to certain Scotch and 
English favourites, was prevailed on by some great 
pFdktes to grant to some sees in the Dorth, and to 
many parishes there, certiain parcels of land for the 
tfDgmentation of poor bishopricks, did likewise en« 
dow many parishes with glebes for the incumbents, 
whereof a good number es^ped the depredations of 
1641 and 1688. These lands, when tibey were 
granted by king James, consisted mostly of woodv 
ground, wherewith those parts of this island were 
then oferrua. This is well known, universally al- 
lowed, and by some in part remembered; the rest 
^ing, in some places, not stubbed out to this day. 
And the value Of the lands was consequently ?ery in- 
considerable, till Scotch colonies came over in swarms 
upon great encouragement to make them habitable ; 
at least for such a race of 9trong bodied people, who 
came hither from their own bleak barren highlands, 

• as it were into a Paradise ; who soon were able to 

fet straw for their bedding, instead of a bundle of 
eath spread on tl)e ground, and sprinkle4 with 
yaten Here, by degrees, they acquired some de- 

• gree of politenesa and dvility, from such neighbour- 
ing Irish as we were still left after Tyrone's last re? 
p^hpn, and are since grown almost entire pos^essor^ 
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of the north. Thus, at length, thi woods tWiag 
rooted up, the land was brought itia SMid tilled^ and 
the |;Lebes which could aot before yield two peace na 
acre, are equal to the bef t, sometimes affording idite 
minister a good demesne:, .and sqiqc land to let. 

These wars and desolations in their natural con- 
seqaences^ were likewise the cause of another efifeet, 
I'mean that of uniting 'several parishes under one iti- 
. cufEbeot. For., as the lands were of little value by 
the want ^f inhabitants to •cultivate them, and many 
of the churches levelled tto the gpound» particularly 
by the fanjvtick zeal of th^ie rebellious saints who 
murdered {heir king^ destroyed the church, and over* 
threw monarehv i(& all which there is a humiliation 
day appointed by law, and soon i^proaching); so, in 
orde^ to give a tolerable nwi«tqiBnGe to a minister, 
9pd Ifae cpuntry beia^ too pooj, as well as devotion 
too low,1o think ^ building Acw churches, it was 
found neoessary to ir^pnir some one church whioh 
bad least sufteredj ^nd join tfomettnies three or move, 
.^ough fax 4 hare fup^gstio .some ckrgyiDan,'who 
Jknew 9ot 'where to provide lumself better* I'his 
was a case of absolute nepesfii^ €o prevent ikeathen* 
ism, as well as ptkj^cipfy botn overrvnning die nation. 
7he oonfiequeuce of these unions was very dificfent, 
indififivpkt pacts; for, in ihe adt^, by the Scotch 
tietUsmcnt, ^heir iiumhers didly ^ncreassag by new 
additions froa\ their ow^i country, and their proK<- 
fick qus^lity peculiar to northern peopk, and lastly 
by their universal fsadin^ upon oats (which graia^ 
w^T its several prepsiratu>ns and iknominatiaDs, i$ 
the ^uiiy natvural luK<4ry -of tliat haidy people-) the 
value oi tithes increased so pfodtgiously, that at this 
day, loourlefis, several united parishes ought lo lie 
divided, taking in 90 greal a compass, that it is si- 
most impossible for the people tp tiarrel timdy jIo 
their own parish chunch, oar their little cfaniches lo 
pootajia h^U* tbdr oux^rt thoi^ the caraQue woidc^ 
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, be sufficient to maintain two, or perhaps three wor^ 
thy clergymen with decency; provided the times 
mend, or that they were honestly dealt, with which I 
confess is seldom the case. I shall name only one, 
and it is the deanery of Derry ; the revenue whereof, 
if the dean could get his dues, exceeding that of 
some bishopricks, both by the compass and fertility 
of the soil, the number as: well as industry of the in- 
bitants, the conveniency of exporting their com to 
Dublin and foreign parts ; and, lastly, by the acci- 
dental discovery of marl in many places of the se- 
veral parishes. Yet all this revenue is wholly founded 
upon corn, for 1 am told there is hardly an acre of 
glebe for the dean to plant and build on. 

I am therefore of opinion, that a real unfalcated 
revenue of six hundred pounds a year, is ^ sufficient 
income for a countr]^ dean in this kingdom ; and 
since the rents consist wholly of tithes, two parishes, 
to the amount of that value, should be united, and 
the dean reside as minister in that of Down, and the 
remaining parishes be divided among worthy clergy- 
men, to about 300I. a year to each. ^ The deanery of 
Derry, which is a large city, migfit be left worth . 
Sool. a year, and Rapho, according as it shall be 
thought proper. These three are the only opulent 
deaneries in the whole kingdom, and, as I am in- 
formed, consist all of tithes, which was an unhappy 
expedient in the church, occasioned by the sacrile- 
gious robberies during the several times of confusion 
6nd war ; insomuch that at this day there is hardly 
any remainder left of dean and chapter lands in Ire- 
land, that delicious morsel swallowed so greedily in 
England, under the fanatick usurpations. 

As to the present scheme of a bill for obliging the 
clergy to residence, now orlately in the privy coun- 
cil, I-know no more of the particulars than what has 
been told me by several clergymen of distinction ; 
who sajr, that a petition in the name of them all has 
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■been |»retciited to the lord Hcutenant aadiBovndl, Akt 
ihty might be heard by febeir council agaifist the b^^ 
and that the petition was retected, imth some reasoafr 
why it was rqected ; for the bbhops are supposed 
to know best what is praptir fivr the clergy. It aeems 
the bill consists of two parts : first, a power in the 
bishops, with consent of the archbidiop, and the 
patron y to take off from any parish, whatever it is 
worth, above 300I. a year; and this to be done with- 
out the incumbent's consent, which before was ne- 
cessary in all divisions. The other part of the bill 
obliges all clergvmen, from forty pounds a year and 
.upwards, to reside, and bhild a house in his parish. 
But those of 46L are remitted till th^ shall receive 
looL out of the revenue of first fruits granted by her 
late majesty. 
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A PROPOSAL FOR AN ACT OF PARLTAn 
ME¥JT TO PAY OFF THE DEBT OF THE 
NATION, WITHOVT TAXINQ THE SUR- 
JECT: 

»T 'WHICH THE KUWBER OF lANDBTJ GENTRY ANT> 
SUBSTANTIAL FARMER'S WILL BE t)ONSlT)EB.ABLY 

hbckaeased, and ^-o person will be the pookee, 

^OR-CONT&tBUTX ONE FAR.THl'NtJ TO JUE CHARGE*; 

1732. 



THE debts contracted some years past for the ser- 
vice and safety of the nation, are grown so great, that 
iiw^er OUT -present distressed condition, by the want 
of trade, the great remittances to pay abi«ntee», re- 
giments serving abroad, and many other drains of 
money well enough known and felt, the kingdom 
seems altogether tinable to dischaige them, by the 
common methods of payment : and either a poll or 
lamd tax would be too odious to think of, especially 
•the latter ; because the lands, which have been let for 
these ten or dozen years past, were raised so high, 
that the owner can at present hardly receive any rent 
at M, For it is the usual practice of an Irish tenant 
rather than want land, to otfcr more for a farm, than .^ 
h^ kn6ws he can be ever able to pay ; and. in that ^ 
'Cftsehe grows desperate, and pays nothing at all. So 
that a landtax upon a racked estate, woiiid be ^ bur- 
den wholly msupportable. 

The question would theta be, how these national 
debts can be paid ; and how I can make good the 

• The reader will pcrceire the foUo^vtng treatisfe to be alto- 
fetber ironical. Hr 
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several particulars of my proposal; which I shall now 
lay open to the publick. 

The revcDues of their graces and lordshipsr the 

' archbishops and bishops of this kingdom (exclud- 
jing the fines) do amount by a moderate computation 
to 36800L per ann. I mean the rents which the 
bisho[)s receive from their tenants. But the real 
value of those lands at a full rent, taking the several 
sees one with another, is reckoned to be at least thre^ 
fourths more : so that multiplying 36800I. by 4, 
the full rent of all the bishops lands will amount to 
I47200L per ann., from which subtracting the pre- 
sent rent received by their lordships, that is 36800I.; 
the profits of the lands received by the first and second 
tenants (who both have great bargainsj will rise to 
the sum of 1 10400I. per ann.; which lands, if tfaey 

' were to be sold at twenty-two years purchase, would 
raise a sum of 2428800I., reserving to the bishops 
their present rents, only excluding fines. 

Of this sum I propose that out of the one half, 
which amounts to 1214400I. so much to be applied, 
as will entirely discharge the debts of the nation ; 
and fhe remainder be laid up in the treasury, to siip« 
ply contingencies, as well as to discharge some of our 
heavy taxes, until the kingdom shall be in a better 
condition. 

But, whereas the present set of bishops wpuld be 
great losers by this scheme for want of their fines ; 
which would be a hard treatment to such religious, 

' loyal, and deserving personages ; I have therefore 
set apart the other half, to supply that defect, which 
it will more than sufficiently do. 

A bishop's lease fpr the full term is reckoned to be 
worth eleven years purchase ; but if we take bishops 
round, I suppose there may be four years of each 
lease elapsed ; and many of the bishops being well 
stricken in years, I cannot think their lives round to 
be worth mote than seven years purchase ; so that 
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the purchasers may very well afford fifteen years 
)>urchase for the reversion, especially by one great 
additional advantage, which I shall soon mention* 

This sum of 2428800I. must likewise be sunk 
very considerably ; because the lands are to be sold 
only at fifteen years purchase^ and this lessens the 
««m to about 1656000!. of which I propose twelvo 
hundred thousand pounds to be applied partly for 
the payment of the national debt, and partly as afund 
for future exigencies ; and the remaining,\456oool., I 
propose as a fund for paying the present «et of bi- 
shops their fines ; which it will abundantly do, and 
-a ^eat part remain as an addition to the publick 
«tock. 

Although the bishops sound do not in nality r«^ 
reive three fines a piece, which take up ai yeacs, y«t 
1 allow it to be so ; but then I will suj^pose them to 
fake but one year's rent, in rccompence of giving 
i:hem so large a ^erm of life ; and thus inultiplyit)g 
316800 by 3, the product will be only 110400I., so 
that above three fourths will remain to be applied to 
^ublick use, 

•If I have made wrong computations, I hope to be 
'excused, as a stranger to the kingdom ; which I 
Taever saw till 1 was cj^Ued to an employment, and 
Yet where 1 intend to pass the rest of my days ; but 
1 took care to get the beat informations I could, and 
^m the most proper persons; however, the mis- 
*iake$ I may have been guilty of will v«ry little affect 
the main of my proposal ; although ti^y should cause 
a difference of on^ hundred^ tbous%n4 -pounds, more 
or less. 

*These fines are only tp. be paid to the bishop dur- 
ing his incumbency in the same see ; if he change it 
'*for a better, the purchasers of the vacant see lands 
are to come immediately into possession pf the sec; 
. %^ l^as left ;- and bo^h the bishop who i$ removed^ 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



165 A FROirOSAL FOI. f ATINS 

ttnd he who comes into his place, are to h^rt no 
more firtes; for the removed bishop will find his 
account by a larger revenue ; and the other sec will 
£nd candidates enai^h. For the law maxim will 
here have place : caveat amptor \ I mean, the person; 
who succeed, may choose whether they will accept 
or not. 

As to the purchasers, they will probably be tenants 
to the see, who are already in possession , and can 
afford to give more than any other bidder. 

I will farther explain niyself. If a person alfeady 
a bishop be removed into a richer see, he mi^st be 
Vx>ntent with the bare reveniics without any finc§ ; 
and so' must he who cornes into a bishoprick vacant 
fey death : and this will bring the matter sooner to 
"bear ; which if the crown shall think fit to coui^te- 
' nance, will toon change the present set of bishops * 
and consequently encoura^ purchasers of their land^* 
For example : if a primate should die, and the gra- 
dation be wisely madp, almo«t the "vyhql^ set qf 
bishops might He changed in a month each to his 
great advantage, although no fines were to be got, 
Und thereby save a great part of that sum which I 
have appropriated toward supplying tlie deficictfcy of 
fines. 

I haye valued the bishops lands two yearg purchase 
above the usual computed rate, because those lands 
will have a sanction from the king and council in 
England, and be confirmed by an act of parliament 
here: besides, it is well known, that higher prices, 
are given every day for worse lands, at the remotest 
distances, and at rack rei^t^, lyhich I take to be oc- 
casioned by want of trade : when there are few bor- 
rowers, and the little money in private hands lying 
dead, there is no other way to dispose of it but 14 
buying of land; which consequently makes the 
pwners hold it so high. 
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Besides paying the nation's debtd, the sale of thestf 
lands -would have many other good effects upon the*' 
nation. It will C0Qsi4eraibly increase the number of 
gentry,, where the bishops tenants are .aibi^ or willing 
to purchase ; for the lands will afford a hundred: 
gentlemen a good revenue to each: several persona 
from £ngland, will probably be glad to come over 
hither, and be the buyers, rather than give thirty 
years purchase at home» under the loads of taxes for 
the publick and the poor, as well as repairs; by 
which means much money may be brought among 
us ; and probably some of the purchasers themselves 
may be content to live cheap in a worse country, ra- 
ther than be at the charge of exchange and agencies ; 
and perhaps of nonsolvencies in absence, if they let 
their lands too high, . 

This proposal will also multiply farmers, when 
the .purchasers will have lands in their own power 
to give iong and easy leases to industrious husband- 
men. 

I have allowed some bishopricks, of equal Income,' 
to be of more or less value to the purchaser, accord'^ 
Ing as they are circumstanced, l^ox instance, the 
lands of the primacy and some other sees, are let so 
low, that they hardly pay a fifth penny of the real 
value to the bishop; and there the fines are the 
greater. On the contrary, the sees of Meath and 
Clonfert, consisting, as I am told, much of tithes, 
those tithes are annually let to the tenants without 
any fines. So the see of Dublin is said to have many 
fee-farms, which pay no fines \ and some leases for 
lives, which pay very little^ and not so soon nor so 
duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their graces my 
lords the archbishops, and my lords the bishops, will 
heartily join in this proposal, out of gratitude to his 
late and present majesty, the best of kings, who have 
bestowed oa them such high and opukut suUoiii»^ 
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as well a» io pity to this country, which is now be« 
come their own ; whereby they will be iostninientxF 
toward payitig the nafeioii's debts without impoTeri^h^ 
ing themselves ; eiliich a. hundred ventlemen, as vreii 
as tee them from dqyoadency ; aad thus remove tduit 
envy, whicbis apt to fail* upon* their graces and lonf^^ 
ships from considerable pereons^ whose birth and' 
fortunes rather qualify them to be lords of manors^ 
than servile dependents upon churchmen^ however 
dignified or distinguished. 

if I do not flatter myself, there could not be any 
law more popular than this. For, the immcdiater 
tenants ta bishops, being some of them persons of qua*- 
Itty and good estates^ and more of them grown up toi 
be gentlemen by the profits of - these very leases under 
a succession of bishops, think it a disgrace to be 
subject both to rents and fines at the pleasure of their 
landlords. Then the bulk of the tenants, especiaUjr 
the dissenters, who are our true loyal protestant bre^ 
thren, look upon it both as an unnatural and* 
iniquitous thing, thst bishops should be owners- of 
land at all (wherein I beg to differ from them) being 
sb point so contrary to the practice of the apostles, 
whose successors /they are deemed to be ; and who, 
although they were contenttid that' l^nd* shovid be 
sold for the common use of the brethren, yet- wouUi 
not buy it themselves, but had it laid at their feet toi 
be distributed to poor proselytes. 

I will add one word more ; that by such a whole-( 
some law all the oppressions felt by undertehsnts* of 
church leases, which are now laid on the bishops, 
would entirely be prevented, by tbeir graces* and 
lordships consenting to have their lands sold for pay- 
ment of the nation^s debts ; reserving only the pre- 
sent rent for their own plentiful and honourabk sup« 
portk 

I beg leave to add one particular; that, whetf 
heads of a bill (us I find the style runs in this king* 
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dom) shall be brought in for forming this proposal 
into a law, 1 should humbly offer, that there might 
he a power given to ever^r bishop, except those whp 
reside in Dublin, for applying one hundred acres of 
profitable land, that lies dearest his palace^ as a de- 
mesne for the coniwnience of his familr. 

I know very well, that this scheme has been much 
talked of for some time-past, and is in the thoughts 
of many patriots; neither was it properly nune» 
although I fell r<!adiiy into it, when it waa first com- 
municated to me. 

Although i am almost a perfect stranger in this 
kingdom, yet since I have accepted an employment 
here of some consequence :aa well as profit, I oannot 
but think myself in duty bound to consult the interest 
q(, people among whom Lhaye.been so well received. 
And if I can be any way. instrumental toward con«* 
tributing to reduce this excellent proposal into a law 
(which being not in; the least injurious to England 
will, 1 s^m confident, meet with no opposition from 
that side) my sincere endeavours to serve this churcl^ 
aa4 kin^ivxv will bo well rewarded. 



f ot. tiiu ^ 
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aU examination of certain abuses, 
corruptions, and enormities, in 
the city of dublin^ 17s3. 



SrOTHING is held more cbrijrhendable in all 
great cities, cspeciallj the metropolis of a kingdom^ 
than what the Frenth call the police: by which 
word ii meant the government tlieredf, to prevent th^ 
many diik>rders occasioned by great numbers of people 
and carriages, especially through narrow streets. In 
this government our famous city of Dublin is said to 
be ycry defective, and uwiversally complained of. 
Many wholesome laws have been enacted to' correct 
those abiiseS) but are ill executed ; and many more artf 
nk^anting; which I hope the united wisdom of th<i 
nation^ (whereof so many good efi^ects have already 
appeared this session) will soon take into their pro^ 
found consideration. 

As I have been always watchRi] over the good of 
ininc own country, and particularly that of our re- 
nowned city, where Cadsit invidkj I had the honour 
to draw my first breath ; I cannot have a minuteV 
ease or patience, to forbear enumerating some of the 
greatest enormities, abuses, and corruptions, spread 
almost through every part of Dublin ; and proposing 
fiuch remedies, as I hope the legislature will approve 
of. ' 

The narrow compass to which I have confined my-* 
' Self in this paper, will allow me only to touch the 
most important defects ; and such as I think seem to 
require the most speedy redress. 

And first ; perhaps there was nevet known a wHer 
institution, than that of allowing certain persons of 
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hoth sex^s, in large and populous cities, to cry 
through the streets many necessaries of life : it would 
be endless to recount the conveniencies, whicli our 
city enjoys by this useful invention ; and particular!]^ 
strangers, forced btther by business, who reside here 
but a short tinrie : for these, having usually but little 
mpney, and being wholly ignorant of the town, might 
at an pasy price purchase a tolerable dinner, if the 
several criers would pronounce the names of the 
goods they have to sell in any tolerable language. 
An^ therefpre, until our lawmakers shall think it 
proper to interpose so far as tq make those traderif 
pronounce their words in such terms, that a plain 
Christian hearer may comprehend what is cried, I 
■would advise all new comers to look out at their gar- 
. ret windowk, and there see, whether the thing that tb 
pried, be gripes or flummery, buttermilk or co wheels* 
^or, as things are now managed, how is it possible 
for an honest cpuntryman just arrived to find out 
ivhat i^ rpe^nt, for inst^ncip, by the following words, 
iwith which his ears are constantly stunned twice a 
day, inugs, jug^, and porringers up in the garret, and 
down in the cellar ; I say, how is it possible for any 
stranger to understand, that this jargon is meant as 
^n invitation to buy a farthing's worth of' milk for 
ills breakfast or supper, unless his curiosity draws hini 
%o the window, or until his landlady shall inforni 
bim f I produce this only a^ one instance, arnong a 
hundred much worse; I mean, where the words 
make a soijnd wholly inarticulate, which gives so 
much disturbance, and so little information. 

f}ic affirn>atipp solemnly (nade in the cry of her^ 
rings, is directly against all truth and probability ; 
herrbgs aliv^, ^U ye here ; the very proverb will con- 
vince us of this ; fo]: \yhat is more frequent in or- 
dinary speech, ^l^an to say of some neighbour for 
-whom the passing bell rings, that he is dead as a her- 
ding e^ And pray how is it possible that 9. herring* 
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which, 88 phUoKophecs observe, cannot live Idnjfer 
than one minute three seconds and half oat of vvatcft» 
«hould bear a voyae^e in open boats from Howth ^o 
Dublin, be tossed into twenty bands, 'and preserve it% 
life in sieves for several ibotirs ? nay, we have w?f>« 
laesses ready to produce, that many thousands of^hcse 
berpinga, so impudently asserted to be alive, have been 
a d^y and a night upon dry land. But this is not tfais 
<worst. What pan we think of those impious wretdbi^ 
who dare, in the £ace of the sun, vouch the very-same 
«ffirniative of thdr salmon, and dry salmon alrve, 
4dive ; whereas, if you «aU the woman who cries it» 
«he is not ashamed to turn back her mantle, and i^how 

Jou this individual salmon, cut into a dos&en pieces'? 
have given goo4 advice to these infamous disgrace)* s 
of their sex and calling, without the least appearamce 
jof remoTse, and fully against the conviction of their 
•own consciences ; I have mentioned this grievance to 
iseveral'of our parish ministers, but all in vain ; so that 
it must continue, until the governmei^t shall think "fit 
to interpose. 

There is another cry^ which, from the strictest ob- 
.servatioQ I can make, appears to be very tnbdem^ 
and it is that of sweetbeaYts^ ; and is phtiniy intended 
ibr a reflection upon the female sex ; as if there were 
{«t present so great a dearth erf lovers, that the wbmeti, 
.instead of receiving presents from men, were now 
rforced to oflfer money to purchase sweethearts. Nei- 
ther am I sure, that this cry <k>e8 not ^Unce at some 
disafteotion against the government ; insinuating, that 
while so many of our troops are engaged in toieiga 
^lervice, and rndtt a great number of our pliant ot- 
'iiccrs constantly reside in £;ngland, the ladies ate 
-forced to take up with parsons and attornies : but 
-this is a most unjust reflection, as may soon be proved 
by any person who frequents the castle, our pnblidl^ 

♦ ^ joft of sugar-cal^ in tl^ shape of JieartB. F. 
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^ralks, our Mb and assemblies ; where the crowds 
of toupees^ were never knowi^ to swarm as they do 
at presffPt. 

Tbere is a ciy peculiar to this city, which I do not 
rciBcmber to have been used in London ; or at least 
not in the ]|ame terms that it has been practised by 
both parties during each of their power, but very un- 
justly b)' ti)e tdfies. While these were at the helm 9 
they greiy daily mor^ and more impatient to put all 
true wliigs and Hanoverians out of employments : to 
effect wbichy they hired certain ordinary fellows, with 
large baskets on their shoulders, to call aloud at every 
house. Dirt to carry out ; giving that denomination 
to our whole party ; as if they would signify, that 
the kingdom could never be cleansed, until we were 
^wept from the earth like rubbish. But, since that 
happy ^urp of times, when we were so miraculously 
preserved, by just an inch, {torn, popery, slavery, 
massacre, and the pretender, I must own it is pru- 
dence In us s^ill to go on with the same cry ; which 
has ever since been so effectually observed, that the 
true political dirt is who)ly removed, and thrown oa 
its proper dunghills, there to Corrupt and be np more; 
heard of. 

But to proceed to other enormities : every person 
-who walks the streets, must needs observe an immense 
number of human excrements, at the doors and steps 
. of waste houses, and at the sides of every dead wall ; 
for which the disaffected party has assigned a very 
false and malicious cause : they would have it, that 
. these heaps were laid there privately by British fun- 
daments, to make the world believe that out Irish 
vulgar do daily eat and drink ; and consequently that 
the clamour of poverty among us, must be false, pro- 
ceeding only from Jacobites and papists. They woui4 

* A new name for a modem periwig with a long 'black tail^ 
and for its owner ^ now in fashion, Dec. 1, 1738. F. 
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confipiH th*M, by pretending to oibserye, fh(at a Bntisb 
aiiu«, being more oarrowly perforated than one of 
pur own country, ai)d many of these excrements, 
upon a strict view^ appearing copple t^rowned, ^vith 
a point like a cxuie or pyramid, are easily drstift- 
gutshed from the Hibernian^ ^icb lie mtich flaltter, 
and with less continuity. I communicated this con- 
jecture to an eminent phyBician, who is well versed 
in such profound speculaitions, and at my reque^, 
was pleased to make trial with each of his fingers, by 
thrusting them into the anus of several persons of 
both nations, and professed he could find no such dif- 
ference between them, as those ill disposed people 
allege. On the contrary, he a^ured me, that much 
the greater number of narrow cavities, were of Hiber- 
nian origin. This I vnly mention, to show how 
ready the Jacobites are to lay hold of any handle, to 
express their ipalice against the government. 1 bad 
almost forgot to add, that my friend the physician, 
could, by smelling each finger, distinguish the Hi- 
bernian excrement from the British, and was not 
above twice mistaken, in a hundred experiments ; 
upon which he intends viery 5oon to publish a learned 
dissertation. 

There is a diversion in this city, which usually be- 
gind among the butchers, but is often continued hy a 
vuccessioa of other people, through many streets ; 
it is called the COSSIN^G of a ^og : and I may 
justly number it amon^^ur corruptions. The cere- 
mony i« thus : a strange dog happens to pass throug^h 
. a fledh market ; whereupon an expert butcher imme- 
diately cries in a loud voice, and (he proper tone, cos!^, 
coss, several times. The same word is repeated by 
the people. The dog, who perfectly understands the 
terms of arty, and consequently the danger he is in, 
immediately flies. The people, and even his own 
brother animals, pursue : the pursuit and cry Attend 
him perhaps half a mile; he is well worried in Ins 
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Eighty and Sometimes hardly escap<es. Thi« onr ill 
wishers of the Jacobite kind «rre ^eteed to call a per- 
secution ; £^n4 affinnithatit always feUs upon dogs 
of tke tofy principle. But we can well defend oat- 
selves, by jusdf aflegiffg, that wlien they were upper- 
most, they treateci our dogs full a^ inhumanly. As 
to my o^n part, who ^ve iA former times often at- 
tef!<ded these pr<]ice6skMfs> ' although I cati very well 
distinguish between a whig; and a toty dog, yet I 
never carried my isesentm^it very far from a party 
l^rinciple, eaccept it were against certain maiicioiis 
dogs, who most discoveiied t4ieir enmity against usin 
the v^^oTst of tim«s. And 1 remember too well, th^dt 
in the wicked ministry of the earl of Oxford, a lar^e 
snaatift'of oar pArty^ b«ing unm'er6ifuUy cbsscd, ran 
without -thinking between my legs, as I was coming 
up Fishambk street ; and, as I am of low statuf-e, 
'With very short legs, bore me Vidihg backward down 
the hill for above two hundred yards: and although 
J made use of his tail for a bridle, holding it fast with 
both my hands, and clung my legs as close to his 
ftides as I could ; yet we both catne dowh together 
into the middle of the kennel ; Where after rolling 
three or four times over eaeh othfer, I got up with 
much ado, anud the shouts and huzzas ot a thousand 
malicious jacohiles^ 1 cannot indeefd but gratefully 
adcnewledge, that for this and many other services 
2ind sufferings * I have b«en since more than oter 
. paid. 

This adventure may perhaps have put me out of 
love with the diversioti Af l&dsdihg, which I confess 
myself an enemy to, unliess We could always be sure 
of distinguishing tofy dogs ; wheneof great numbers 
have since been so prudent, as entirely to chauge thdir 
principles, and are justly esteemed the best worriers 
of their former friends. 

* See the Apology for the Tale of a Tub. H. . 
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I am assured, and partly know, that all thechim* 
ney sweepers boys, where members of parliament 
chiefly lodge, are hired by our enemies to skulk in 
the tops ot chimneys, with their heads no Higher than 
will just permit them to look round; and at the 
usual hours when members are going to the house, 
if they see a coach stand near the lodging of any loyal 
member, they call coach, coach, as loud as they can 
bawl, just at the instant when the footman begins to 
give the same call. And this is chieflf done on those 
days, when any point of importance is to be debated. 
This practice may be of very dangerous consequence; 
for these boys are all hired by enemies to thegovem- 
ment : and thus by the absence of a few members 
for a few minutes, a question may be carried against 
the true interest of the kingdom, and very probably 
not without an eye toward the pretender. 

I have not observed the wit and fancy of this town 
so much employed in any one article, as that of con* 
triving variety of signs, to hang over houses where 
punch is to be sold. The bowl is represented full of 
punch ; the ladle stands erect in the middle supported 
sometimes by one, and sometimes by two animals, 
whose feet rest u-pon the tdgt of the bowl. These 
animals are sometimes one black lion, and sometimes 
a couple ; sometimes a single eagle, and sometimes a 
spread one ; and we often meet a crow, a swan, a 
bear, or a cock, in the same posture. 
• Now, I cannot find how any of these animals, 
either separate or in conjunction, are, properly speak- 
ing, fit emblems or embellishments to advance the 
sale of punch. Besides, it is agreed among natu« 
ralists, that no brute c^ endure the taste of strong 
. liquor, except where he has been used to it from his 
infancy: and consequently it is against all the rules 
of hieroglyph, to assign those animals as patrons or 
protectors of punch, r or, in that case, we ought to 
suppose that the host keeps always ready the real bird 
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pr beast, whereof the pi^^ture hoilgs over lits door, 
to etotcrtain his guests ; wliich however to my know- 
ledge is not true in fact ; not one of those birds being 
a proper companion 'for a Christian, as to aiding and 
assiatingc in making the puqch. For, as they a^e 
drawn upon the'sign, they are much more likely to 
mute, or shed their feathers into the liquor. "Ihen 
as to the bear, he is too terrible, awkward, and slo* 
venly a companion to converse with ; neither are aiiy 
of them at all handy enough to fill liquor to the com* 
^any : I do therefore vehen^ently suspect a plot in- 
tended against the governmetit by these devices. For, 
although the spread eagle be the arms of Germany, 
upon which account it may possibly be a lawful pro- 
testant sign, yet I, who am very suspicious of fsdr 
outsideSf in a ni^atter which so nearly concerns our 
welfare, cannot but fiall to mind, that the pnctender's 
wife is said to be of German birth ; and that many 
popish princes, in so vast an extent of land, a^e re- 
ported to excel both at makiag and drinking punch : 
besides, it isplaiQ that -the spread eagle exhibits to us 
the perfect figure of a cross, which is a badge of po- 
pery. Then ^s to the cook, he is well known to re* 
present the French nation, our old and dangeroas 
cneniy. The swan, vihonivst of necessity cover the 
entire bowl with his wings, €An be no o^hor than the 
Spaniard, who endeavours to engross all tbe treasures 
ot the Indies to himself. The lion is indeed the com- 
mon embleni of roy^ power, as well as <the ^rms of 
England; but to paint him black is perfect jaco- 
bitism, and a manifest type of t^se who blacken the 
actions of the best prince^. It is not easy to distin- 
guish, whether that other fowl painted over the 
punch bowl, be a crow or a raven. It is true they 
have bot^ beeu ominous birds : bat I rather take it 
to be tbe former ; because it is the disposition of a 
crow to pick out the ^yes of other creatwres, and 
oitpn evex> of Christiaii9> after they are dead ; andas 
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therefore drawn here with a design ^o put the Jaco- 
bites in mind of their old practice, first to lull us 
-asleep (which is an emblem of death], and then to 
blind bur eyes, that we may not see their dangerous 
practices against the state. 

To speak my private opinion ; the least offensive 
picture, in the whole set seems to be the bear ; be-» 
cause he represents ufsa major ^ or the great bear, who 
presides over the north, where the reformation first 
began ; and which, next to Britain (including Scot* 
land and the north of Ireland) is the great protector 
of the true protestant religion. But however, in those 
signs where I observe the bear to be chained, I can* 

• not help surmising a jacobite contrivance ; by which 
- these traitors hint an earnest desire of using all true 

whigs, as their predecessors did the primitive Chris* 
tians : I mean, to represent us as bears, and then 

• halloo their tory dogs to bait us to death. 

Thus I have given a fair account of what I dislike 
in all the signs set over those houses that invite us to 
punch. I own it was a matter that did not need ti^ 
plaining, being so very obvious to commote under- 
standings: yet I know not how it happens, but mc-« 
thinks there seems a fatal blindness to overspread our 
corporeal eyes, as well as our intellectual; and I 
heartily wish I may be found a false prophet ; for 
: these are not bare suspicions, but manifest demon- 

• strations. 

Therefore, away with these popish, jacobitish, and 
idolatrous gewgaws. And I heartily wish a law were 
enacted under severe penalties against drinking punch 
at all ; for nothing is easier than to prove it a disaf- 
fected liquor : the chief ingredients, which are brandy, 
oranges, and lemons, are ail sent us from popish 
countries ; and nothing remains of protestant growth, 
but sugar and water. For as to buiscuit, which for- 
merly was held a necessary ingredient, and is tru>y 
. Briti&h> we find i^ is ieatiiefy rejected, 
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But I will put the truth of my assertion past alt 
^oubt : I mean, that this liquor is by one important 
innovation grown of ill example, and dangerous con- 
sequence to the publick. It is well known, that by 
the true original institution of making punch left us 
by captain Ratcliff', the sharpness is only occasioned 
by the juice of lemons; and so continued until after 
the happy revolution. Oranges^ alas! are a mere 
innovation, and in a manner but of yesterday. It 
was the politicks of Jacobites to introduce them gra- 
dually ; and to what intent ? the thing speaks itself. 
It was cunningly to show their virulence against bis 
sacred majesty king William of ever glorious and 
immortal memory ^ But of late (to show how fast 
disloyalty increases) they came from one to two, and 
then to three oranges ; nay at present we often find 
punch made all with oranges, and not one single le« 
mon. For the Jacobites, before the death of thit 
immortal prince, had by a superstition formed a pri- 
vate prayer, that as they squeezed the orange, so 
might that protestant king be squeezed to death ; 
according to the known sorcery described by Virgil : 

Limus m hie durescit, et hac ut cera liqnescit, &c. 

And thus the Romans, when they sacrificed an ox,- 
used this kind of prayer ; '* As I knock down this 
ox, so mayst thou, O Jupiter ! knock down our ene- 
mies." In like manner, after king William's death, 
whenever a Jacobite squeezed an orange, he had a 
mental curse upon the glorions memory, and a hearty 
wish for power to squeeze all his majesty's friends to 
death a5 he squeezed tha^ orange, which bore one cf 
his titles, as he was prince of Orange. This I do af« 
£rm for truth, many of that faction having confessed 
it to me uqder an oath of secrecy, which however I 
thought it my duty not to keep when I saw my dear 
country in danger. . But what better can be expected 
irom an infamous set of men, who never scruple to 
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drink coHFtsioN. to all true protcstants tlfidCer thi!^ 
Dame of wbigs? A most unchristian > and i iobumati' 
praci^ice ; which to pur. great honour and comfort- wa9 
never charged upon us^ even, by > our most malickm?^ 
detractors. 

The sign of two angels hovering in the*airy and' 
with th^r r^bt hands supporting a crown, is met 
. with in several parts of this city^ and haS' often given 
me* great offence: for, whether by the unskilful ness- 
or dangerous principles of the painters (although I' 
l^ave good reasons to suspect the latter) those^angels 
are usaatly drawn with such horrid, oT' indeed rather 
diabolical counteiiances^ that they give great offence 
to every loyal eye, and equal caqsc of triumph to the 
Jacobite, being a most ianuaous reflection- upoB<. our 
able and excellent ministry. 

I now return to that, great enormity of o«r city 
cries ; most of which we have borrowed from Lon- 
don. I ahall consider them only in a political view, 
as they nearly aftect the peace and safety of both 
kingdoms ; and having beeni originally contrived by 
wicked Machiayels to bring. in. popery, slavery, and 
arbitrary power, by defeating the protestant succes- 
sion and introducing the pretender, ought in justice 
to be here laid open to the world* 

Abottt two or three months after the happy rev©^ 
Ivtion, aU persons who.possessed any employment 
or ofRce in church on state, were obliged- by an act 
of parliament to take the oaths^to king Wiiiiara and 
queen Mary : and a.gretat number of dtsafFccted per- 
sons refusing to take the said' oaths^ from a pre- 
tended scruple .of conscicnoe^ butreallyv from a spirit 
of popery and rebellion, they coatrived- a plot to 
, make the swearing' to those princes ^ odious in the- 
ses of the peiople* 'J'O this end, they hired certairv 
women of. ill fame, but lond shrill voices, under 
pretence , of scUing fish, to go through the streets 
with sieves on their heads, and cry buy my- soul. 
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buy my soul; plainly iaflinuating, that all those 
iwho Bwoxt to king William were just ready to sell 
their souls for an employment. This cry was revived 
at the death of queen Anne, and, I hear, still con- 
tinues in London with much offence to all true pro- 
testants ; but to our great happiness seems to be 
almost dropped in Dublin. 

But because I altogether contemn the displeasure 
and resentment of highflyers, tories, and Jacobites^ 
whom I look upon to be worse even than professed 
papists, I do here declare, that those evils which 
I am going to mention, were ali brought in upon us 
in the worst of times under the late earl of Oxford's 
adoiinistratien, during the four last years of queen 
Anne's reign. That wicked minister was universally 
known to be a papist in his heart. He was of a 
most avaricious nature, and is said to have died 
worth four millions sterling*, beside his vast e)tf« 
pense in building, statues, plate, jewels, and other 
costly rarities. He was of a mean obscure birth, 
from the very dregs of the people ; and so illiterate 
that he could hardly read a paper at the council table. 
I forbear to touch on his open, profane, profligate 
life ; because I desire not to rake into the ashes of 
the dead: and therefore I shall observe thia wise 
maxim ; iie moriuis ml nisi bojmm» 

This flagitious man, in order to compass his black 
designs, employed certain wicked instruments (which 
mat statesmen are never without) to adapt several 
London cries in such a manner as would best answer 
his ends. .And whereas it was upon good grounds 
grievously suspected, that all places at court were 
sold to the highest bidder ; certain women were em- 
ployed by bis emissaries to carry flsh in baskets oa 
their heads, and bawl through the streets, buy my 

• ♦ The author's meaning is just contrary to th* literal sensa in 
the chaiacter of lord Oxford. H. 
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freth places. I itto* iniked c^wn <lhrft OfUcr WoAttf 
used the •amc ciy, Vho were innoedat of thfe 
wcfced derigti, and really «old fiBh of that -dendttri- 
nation to get aB honest livelihood ; but the test, wb& 
t^epc in thcr secret, although they carried fish'ki theJr 
Mcves or bttketn to«aVc appearances, yet th«jr liai 
likewise a certain sign, soflfiewhat fe»fimbBn^ thaft 
offhefrcc masoWB, which the purdiascrs of ^ilaces 
knew well enough, and were di«>ecred 'tJy the women 
v^hlther tbey were ^ tesort ^nd ttisfke their =pUrcbasc; 
And I remember very well how oddty it k>oked» 
^hen ive observed many getftleiffeii &ie>y dressed 
ftbout the cottft end df the 'town, and as faar as 
York buildings where the lord treasurer Oxford 
dwdt, calltng the wotnen who tried bay rny fresfc 
places, and taHcnigtb them in the corneof erf a street 
«ntil they uhderstood «ach oiher*s sign. But wcr 
Tiever c6uW observe that any iish was bought 
■ Some years before the -cries laA mentioned, tb^ 
duke of Savoy was reported to have m^ide cettain 
ovcnnres to the. court of En^and, for .admitting hit 
eldest SOB by the ^ittchess of Orleans's daughter to 
succeed to the crown, as next heir, npdn the preu 
tender's being rejected ; and that son was immedi*- 
Mely to turn protestant- It -was confidently reported^ 
that <yreat numbers of people disatfected to the them 
illustrious, bat now royal house of Hanovter, were 
in those mcasuises. Whereupon another set of wo*, 
roen were hired by the Jacobite leaders to cry througfe 
the -whole town, buy my Savoys, dainty Savoys 
curious Savoys. But I caonot directly, charge thte 
late earl'of Oxford with this conspiracy, because he 
•was not then chief mim«tcr. However, itbis wicked 
cry still contmttcs in London, and was htowght ov^r 
hither, where it remains to this day; ^nd is iin ray 
feumble opinion a very offensive sound to every true 
jjrotestant, who is old cnangh to remember those 
\iaogerous times. 
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puriQiC' ^ ministry of tl)at paai^pt ^d jacobH^ 
eari ahovementioned, the secret perqicious design of 
^<?^ iq ppwer^ ^VW» to sell Flajodes* to Franpe; 
tb^ <;p«ia(^uence of ^hidi iQ.u»t h^vc beea. the io* 
talHblQ ruia of tbe Sitatos. Geoeraly and would bavf 
opened the v«ay for: Franop to obtaia that univers:^! 
mooa^ccby xh^y; have so,lx>Ag ai^xved^t ; to which the 
Bnvt^ dpmimoas must, nejc,t aftec Holland^ bav^ 
bo^n 4;ompfdkd to s,ubniit» whereby the prot^Qsian^ 
re^gipQ, v^ould be roojto^d out of th^ li^orld. 

A desigu of thi& nast IrqporUncf:, ^ter lopg con« 
isultatipa ampug ib^e ja^abite grandees wub tbe. eai^ 
of Oiiford ^t tBeic h^d^t \i^a^ ajt insist determined ta 
be carried 00 by the s^oiq method wi^b tiip foriser : 
it was therefore agaiix pai in pn^ctice^ but th^ coi»:» 
duct of it vas cbieiljr 1/eft to chosen men* whosf 
voices; were louder a/id stronger than those of ^^p 
Ptbeif sex; ^d upoo thia occasion was first inatituto^ 
in Lo^idon that famous qry of f;.ovnp£Rs« But th^ 
friers were particularly didrectcd to pronounce t)xt 
word FlauaderSy and not flounders. For, the country 
-wbiipl^ we now by corruftioa call Flanders, is U 
its true prthogK^bv spelt Flaunders* as may be obvi- 
ous to all wbQ re^a pU> English books* I say, froo^ 
hence began th^l; thundenng cry, which mis ever 
^ince stunned the eafs of all London, made so many 
cbildrea fall intp* fits, ^nd women miscarry ; con]^ 
}}}iy my fresh flauAdsrs, curious flaundera, charming 
jSaunders, alive, alive, ho; which last words cai^ 
with no propriety of speech, be applied, to fi^h msir 
aaifi^tly dead (as I observed before in herrings and 
salmon) but very justly to ten provinces containing 
many millions of living Christians. But the appUcsi- 
fioia is still closer, when we consider that all the 
people were to be taken like fishes in a net ; and b^ 
assistanpe of the pope, who sets up to be the M^ii* 
i^ersai fi«l),pr of men, the whole innocent nation wa^» 
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according to our common expression, to be laid asf 
flat as a flounder. 

I remember, myself, a particular crier of floiinders 
in London, who arrived at so much fame for the 
loudness of his voice, as to have the honour of being 
mentioned upon that account in a comedy. 

sHc has disturbed me many a morning bcfqrc he 
came within fifty doors of my lodging : and although 
I were not in those days so fully apprized of the (!o-» 
signs which our common enemy had then in agita- 
tion, yet, I know not how, by a secret impulse, 
young as I was, I could not forbear conceiving a' 
strong dislike against the fellow ; and often said to 
myself. This cry seems to be forged in the Jesuits 
school : alas poor England ! I am grievously mis- 
taken if there be not some popish plot at the bottom. 
I communicated my thoughts to an intimate friend, 
who reproached me with being too visionary in my 
speculations ; but it proved afterward that I con- 
jectured right. And I have since reflected, that if 
the wicked faction could have procured only a thou- 
sand nrien of as strong lungs as the fellow I men- 
tioned, none can tell hov^ terrible the consequences 
might have been, not only to these two kingdoms, 
hut over all Europe, by selling Flanders to France. 
And yet these cries continue unpunished both in 
London and Dublin ; although, J confess, not with 
equal vehemency or loudness ; bec^iuse the reason for 
contriving this desperate plot, is, to bur great felicity, 
wholly ceased. 

It is well known, that the majority of the British 
house of coriiraons in the last years of queen Anne's 
reign, were in their hearts directly opposite to the 
earl of Oxford's pernicious measures ; which put him 
under the necessity of bribing them with salaries. 
"Whereupon he had again recourse to his old politicks. 
And accordingly his emissaries were very busy in era- 
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ploying certain artful women, of no g6Qd life and 
conversation { a3 it was proved before justice Pevton *) 
to cry that vegetable cororaonlj called celery through 
the town, liie^e women dittered from the common 
criers of that herb by some private mark, which I 
could never learn; bvit the matter was notoriout* 
enough, and sufficiently talked of; and about the 
same period was the cry of celery brought over into 
this kingdom. But since there is not at this presejat 
the least occasion to suspect the loyalty of oyir criers 
upon that article, I am content that it may still be 
tolerated. 

I shall mention but one cry more, which has'any 
reference to politicks ; but is indeed, of all others, 
the most insolent, as well as treasonable, under our 
present happy eftablifhment, I mean that of turnups ; 
not of turnips according to the best orthograj^hy, but 
absolutely turnups.. Although the cry be of an older 
date than some of the preceding enormities, for it 
began soon after the revolution; yet was it nevei;* 
known to arrive at so great a height, as during the 
carl of Oxford's power. Some people (whom 1 take 
to be private erieraies) are indeed as ready as myself 
to profess their disapprobation of this cry, on pre- 
. tence that it began by the contrivance of certain old 
procuresses, who kept houses of ill fame, where lewd 
women met to draw yoqng men into vice. And this 
they pretend to prove by some words in the cry ;• 
because, after the crier had bawled out, ** Turnups, 
lio, buy my dainty turnups j" he would sometimes 
a4d the two following verses : 

** Turn up the mistress, and turn up the maid. 
And turn up the daughter, and be not afraid/* 

This, says some political sophists, plainly sbows^ 
rtkat there can be nothing farther meant in so inta« 

* A famous whig justice in those times. F. 
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inous a cry, than an invitation to lewdness ; wbicb 
'indeed ougbt to be severely punished in all weir re- 
gulated governments ; yet cannot be fairly interpreted 
as a criiiie of state. But, I hope, we are not so weak 
and blind to be deluded at this time of day with sach 
poor evasions. I could, if it were proper, demon- 
strate the very time when those two verses wjcrc com- 
posed, and name the author, who was no other than 
the famous Mr. Swan, so well known for bis talent 
at quibblmg, and was as virulent a Jacobite as any in 
England. Neither could he deny the fact, when 
he was taxed for it in my presence by Sir Henry 
Dutton Coll, and colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna » 
coffeehouse, on the loth of June 1701. Thus it 
aj)pears to a demonstration, that those verses were 
only a blind to conceal the most dangerous desigqg 
of the party ; who, from the first years after the 
happy revolution, used a cant way of talking in their 
clubs, after this manner : we hope to see the cards 
shuffled Once more, and another king turn up 
trump : and, when shall we meet over a dish of 
TURNUPS ? The same term of art was used in their 
plots against the government, and in their treasonable 
letters written in ciphers, and deciphered by the fa- 
mous Dr. Willes, as ypu may read in the trials of 
those times. This I thought fit to set forth at large, 
and in so clear a light, because the Scotch and 
French authors have given a very different account 
of the word turnup ; but whether out of ignorance 
or partiality I shall not decree ; because 1 am sure 
the reader is convinced "by nriy discovery. It is to b'e 
observed, that this cry was stmg in a particular mauf 
ner by fdlows in disguise, to give notijce where those 
traitors were to meet, in order to concert their villan- 
•ous designs. 

I have no more to add upon this article, than an 
bumble proposal, that those who cry this root at 
present in our streets of Dublin mayJ>e compelled 
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by the justices of the peace to pronounce turnip, and 
not turnup ; for I am afraid we have still too many 
snakes in our bosom, and it would be well if their 
cellars were sometimes searched, when the owners 
least expected it ; for I am not out of fear, that latet 
ahguis in /ferid* 

Thus we are zealous Jn matters of small moment, 
while we neglect those of the highest importance. I 
have already made it manifest, that all these cries 
were contrived in the worst of times, under the mi- 
nistry of that desperate statesman Robert, late earl of 
Oxford ; and for that very reason ought to be re- 
jected with horrour, as begun in the reign of Jacobites, 
and may well be n limbered among the rags of popery 
and treason ; or, if it be thought proper that these 
cries must continue^ surely they ought to be only 
trusted in the hands -of true protestants, who havfe 
given security to the government* 

Having already .spoken of many abuses relating to 
sign-posts ; I cannot here omit one more, because it 
plainly relates to politicks ; and is, perhaps, of more 
dangerous consequence than any of the city cries, 
because it directly tends to destroy the succession. 
It is the sign of his present majesty king George the 
Second, to be met with in n^any streets ; and yet I 
happen to be not only the first, but the only, disco- 
verer of this audacious instance of jacohitism. And 
I am* confident, that, if the justices of the peace 
would please to make a strict inspection, they might 
find in all such houses, before which those signs are 
hung up in the manner I have observed, that the 
landlords were malignant papists, or, which is worse^ 
notorious Jacobites. Whoever views those signs may 
read over his majesty's head the following letters and 
cy^ibcrs, G. R. ll. which plainly signifies George, 
King the Second, and not King George the Second, 
or George thc^second king ; but laying the point after 
th« letter G, by which the owner of the house mamV 
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fcstly shews, that he reoounces his ^legianco to ipog 
George the Second^ and allows him to be only thf 
second king, in-^uaida^ that the pretender is the firs^ 
king ; and looking upon king George to be onlj 9 
kind of second king, or viceroy, till the pretendfif 
shall come over and seize the kingdom. J appeal to 
all nUnkind, whether this be a strained or forced in- 
terpretation of the inscription, as it now stands la 
^most every street ; whether any decypherer would 
make the least doubt or hesitation, to explain it as J 
have done; whether any other protectant country 
would endure so public an instance of treason in the 
capital city from such vulgar conspirators; and, 
lastly, whether some papists and jaqobites of great 
fortunes and quality may not probably stand behind 
Ihe curtain in this dangerous, open, and avowed 
^lesign against the government. But I have performed 
my duty ; and leave the reforming of these abuses to 
the wisdom, the vigilance, the. loyalty, an^ activity 
of my superiours. 
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SOME REASONS AGAINST THE BILL 
FOR SETTLING THE TITHE OF HEMP, 
FLAX, &c. BY A MODUS*, 



THE clergy did little expect to have any cause of 
complaint against the present house of commons ; 
who, in th^ last session, were pleased to throw out 
a bill t sent them from the lords, which that reverend 
body apprehended would be very injurious to them, 
if it passed into a law ; and who, in the present 
session, defeated the arts and endeavours of scnisma- 
ticks to repeal the sacramental test. 

For although it has been allowed on all hands, that 
the former of those bills might, by its necessary con- 
scqaenccs,^ be very displeasing to the lay gentlemen 
of the kingdom, for many reasons purely secular ; 
and that this !qst attempt for repealing the test di^ 
much more affect at present the temporal interest than 
the spiritual ; yet the whole body of the lower clergy 
have, upon both those occasions, expressed equal 
gratitude to that honourable house for their justice 
and steadiness, as if the clergy alone were to receive 
the benefit. 

It must needs be therefore a great addition to the 
clergy's grief, that such an assembly as the present 
bouse of commons, should now, with an expedition 
more than usual,' agree to a bill.for encouraging the 

* Many eminent clergymen who opposed this scheme applie4 
to Dr. Swift to write againft it, to which he readily consented, 
upoo their giving him some hints : and two days after the foUovn 
ing Reasons were presented to several members of parliament^ 
which had so good an effect that the bill was dropped. F, 

t for 5he bishops to' divide livings. F. 
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linen manufacture* with a clause whereby the church 
is to lose two parts in three of the legal tithe in flax 
and hemp. 

Some reasons why the clergy think such a law will 
be a great hardship upon them are, I conceive, those 
that follow. I shall venture to enumerate tbem, with 
all deference due to that honourable assembly. 

First, the clergy suppQiA that they have not, by an^ 
£iult or demerit, incurred the displeasure of the na-f 
iioa's representatives : neither can the declared loyalty 
of the present 8et» from the higher prelate to the 
lowest vicar, be in the lea^t di&puted ; because there 
are hardly ten eievgymen through ^e whole kii^dom^ 
for n\orc than nineteen years past, who have not been 
citl^er preferred entirdy,upon account of their de« 
dared affection to the Hanover line, or higher pro- 
moted as the due reward of the same merit* 

Thi»re is not a landlocd in the whole kingdom re* 
aiding some part of the^ear at his country seat, wh^ 
is not in bis own conscience fully convinced, that the 
tithes of his minister have gradually suuk for som^ 
years past one third* or at least one fourth, of their 
^Drmer valuje, exclus'^vc of ^ nonsolvencles. 

The payment of tithes in this kingdom is subject 
Co so many frai^dsj, brangles, and other difficulties, 
not only from papists and dissenters, but even fron» 
those who profess themselves protestants ; that, by 
the expense, the trouble, and vexation of collecting 
or bargaining for them, the^r are, of all other rents, 
the most precarious^ uncertain, and ill paid. 

The landlords in most parishes expect, as a coror 
pliment, that they shall pay little mere than half the 
value of the tithes for the lands they hold in their 
pwn hands; which often consist of large domauss: 
;and it is the minister's interest to make them easy 
^pon that article, when he considers what influence 
Ihosc gentlemen have upon their tenants. 

The clergy cannot but thinly it extremely severe. 
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firat in 8 l)ill tbv encouragkig <be Ihien maiiHfacture^ 
thej alone tanst be tlie suffierefSi who can kast vSoid 
It. If, as 1 am told, thei^ be a ta:x off three thousand 
pounds a year paid by the pnbhck, for a farther en** 
couragetnent to the said nUttna^K^tufe, afe f»ot thtt 
eler^ equal shaitra in the etai^e wilfti the rest of 
their fellow subjiectst What «aua&et(Mry reason can 
be therefore givtti, why they alone should bear th^. 
whole additional weight, unless it will be alleged 
that llheir property is not upon an equ^l foot with the 
properties of other rten ? Thcjr 'iKX^uhe their own 
small pittance, by at least as honefSt means, as their 
neight)ours the landloifds po^ess their estates; and 
have t^een always supposed^ (Sxcept in rebellious or 
fanatical times, to have as good a thle : for no fami- 
lies now in being can show a more ancient. Indeed 
if it be true, that some persons (I hope they were 
not many) were seen to laugh when the rights of the 
clergy were mentioned ; in this case, an opmion-may 
possibly be soota advanced, thait they have no rights 
at «11. And this is likely ienough to gab ground, in 
proportion as the contempt of all religion shall in* 
crease, which is already in a very forward way. 

It is said, there wiU be <a4so added in this \A\]j a 
clause for diminishing the tithe cf hops, in order to 
cultivate that useful plant among us : and here like- 
%vi^e the load is to be entit^ly On the shoulders df tht 
^ergy, while the landlo^s reap all the benefit. It 
^vlll not be easy to foresee where such proceedings are 
likely to s(t>p ; or whether by the same authority, in 
civil times, « ps^liatnent maly not as justly challenge 
fihe same power in reducing all things titheable, ndt 
below Che tenth part of l*lie product (which is and 
ever' will be the clergy's equitable, right) but from ^ 
tenth part to a sixcieth ^ eightieth^ and from 
thence to nethittg. 

I have heard it gi^atited byskllful penoDs^ tkirtb* 
practice x»/t«xing -the <slef'g*y' by pa*Uam«t^ without 
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their o\irii consent) is » new thing, not mach ^bovv 
the date of seventy years : before which period, in 
times of peaoe> they always taxed theniselves. But 
Ihi/igs are extremely altered at present : it is not now 
Jufficient to tax them in common with their fellow 
subjects, without imposing- ai) additional tax upon 
them, from which ^ or froip any thing equivalent, al| 
their fellow subjects are exempt ; and this in a coun- 
try professing Christianity. , 

. The greatest part of the clergy throughout this 
kingdom have been stripped of it^eir glebes, by the 
confusion of times, by violence, fraud, oppression » 
and other unlawful means ; all which glebes are now 
in the hands of the laity. So that they now are 
generally forced to lie at the mercy of landlords, for 
a small piece of ground in their parishes, at a most 
exorbitant rent, and usually for a short term of years, 
ivhereupon to build a house, and enable them to re- 
side < Yet, in spite of these disadyantages, I am a 
witness, that they are generally more constant resi^ 
dents, than their brethren in England ; where the 
meanest vicar has a convenient dwelling, with a barn, 
a garden, and a field or two for his cattle ; beside 
the certainty of his little income from honest farmers, 
able and willing not only to pay hini his dues, but 
likewise to make him presents, according to their 
ability, for his better support. In all which cir« 
cumstances the clergy of Ireland meet with a treat- 
ment directly contrary. 

It is hoped the honourable house will consider, that 
it is impossible for the most ill minded, avaricious, 
or cunning clergyman, to do the least injustice to the 
meanest cottager in his parish, in any bargain for 
tithes, or other ecclesiastical dues. He can at the 
utmost only demand to have his tithes fairly laid out ; 
and does not once in a hundred times obtain his de- 
mand. But every tenant, from the poorest cottager, 
to the mo«c substantial farmer, canj:and generally 
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.does, iihpbse upon the minister, by fraud, by theft, by 
. Les, by perjuries, by insolence, and sometimes by 
force ; notwithstanding the utmost vigilance and skill 
^f himsetf and his proctor; insomuch that it is al- 
lowed, that the clergy in general, receive little more 
than one half of their legal dues ; not inclnding the 
charges they are at in collecting or bargainings for 
them. 

The land rents of Ireland are computed to about 
two millions, whereof one tenth amounts to two han- 
dred thousand pounds. The beneficed clergymen, 
excluding those of. this city, are not reckoned to be 
bove five hundred ; by which computation they 
should «each of them possess two hundred pounds a 
year, if those tithes were equally divided, although 
in well cultivated corn countries it ought to be more; 
^whereas they hardly receive one half of that sum, with 
great defalcations, and in very bad payments. There 
are indeed a few glebes in the north pretty consider^ 
able ; but if these, and all the rest, were in like man. 
ner equally divided, they would not add iive pounds 
a year to every clergyman. Therefore, whether the 
condition of the clergy in general among us be justly 
liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burden, which 
neither the nobiUty, nor gentry, nor tradesmen, nor 
farmers, will touch with one of their fingers ; this, I 
say, is submitted to the honourable house. - 

One terrible circumstance in this bill is, that of 
turning the tithe of fiax and hemp, into .what the 
lawyers call a modus, or a certain sum in lieu of a 
tenth paft of the product. And by this practice of 
claiming a modus in many parishes by ancient custom, 
the clergy in both kingdomshave been almost incre- 
dible sufferers. Thus in the present case, *the tithe 
of a tolerable acre of flax, which by a medium is 
>"^orth twelve shillings, is by the present bill reduced 
to four shillings. ' Neither is this the worst part in a 
'^odvs : every determinate sum must in process of 

VOL. xin, s r^oal^ 
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time sink from a faititli te a four and twectiedi patt, 
or a great deal lowxr^ hf Ifbat necesBarj Call attendki|^ 
the vaitie of money ; which is now atl«iJBt nine tenths 
lower all over Europe, -than it was four hundred jeatv 
^go» ^f ^ gradoal docline ; and eves a third pavt «a 
lmt» within qnr own memories. In purchastsg ai« 
most every diing •exposed for the loeoessrties or i)MK- 
veniences of life ; as any gentleman can attest, who 
has kept house for twenty yean past* Axid this will 
equdly affect poor oonatnies .im well as rich. For^ 
althoogh I look upon it as an impossibility that tkis 
kingdom should ever thrive uador its fiicescot disad.* 
vantages, 'which, i^ridioiit a miracie, must still km^ 
erease ; yet, when the whole cosh of the nation skall. 
sink to fifty thousand pounds, we must, in ill ouir 
traffick abroad, either of import or eapoit, go by ihit 
genffral rate, at which money is vaiued in those oosuh* 
tries, that enjoy the common privileges of humai^ 
kind. For this reason no corporation (if the cfergr^ 
may presume to call themeUves one) srhouid by any 
means grant away their properties in perpetaity, iUpoa 
any consideration whatsoever ; wbtdi ia a rock .tbsUb 
many corporations have split upon, to their giseat 
rmpoverishment, and sometimes to their i^or undo- 
ing : because they are supposed to subsist for ^ver*. 
ai^ because no determination of money is of aay oer<- 
tain perpetual intrinsick value. This is known «QOi3g^ 
in England, where lesiates let for ever^ someiiandred 
years ago, by several asicient noble families, do tiot 
at this present pay their posterity a twentieth jiart of 
what they arc ttow worth at an easy rent* 

A tax affecting one part of a nation, which al* 
ready bears its full share in ail parliamentary tmpo-? 
sitions, cannot possibly be just, except it be jn&ctdd 
as a punishment upon that body of men which if 
taxed, for some greaet demerit or danger to the pubiv 
liok apprehended from those upon whom it is laid: 
thus tlie j}apiats and nonjurors .lictve. been doubly 
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ttlatei, fbr nfusii^g to giTe proper 8eeur>tie» to the go* ' 
verameat: wfaicb cannot be ofejeeted against tbe 
dergir« AqcI thenfoii, if this brM shouM pass^, I 
thmc it oagfat to be with a; pfefece, showing wherein « 
ihey ha^ve fsfftw&tdf and fer what diaaftettion cor 
other crime tbey are puniskod. 

If an additional excise npon aJe^ or » duty upoit 
flesh and bread were to be enacted, neither tiie vie- 
toalkr, butciherr, or baker would bear any more of the 
charge than for what themsehes consamed^ but it 
wmild be aw equal general tax thnoagh the whole 
kingdom : whereas, hy this bil^, the ekrgj alone are 
avowedly condemned to be deprived of t^oir ancient^ 
inherent, undisputed rights, in order to encourage a- 
aaattufifcrase, hf whick all the rest el the kiBgoom 
aise supposed to be gainers^ 

TUs bidlf is dnectlf against mtigita charts ; whereof 
tbe^rst daose ii, for conftrming the inviolable rights 
of My chnn^ ; as well as contrary to the oath taken 
hf M cmr kings at their coronation, where they swear 
i» Mkxid aad protect the church in all its rights. 

A tax laid upon employments is a very different 
lihi>n^< The possessors of civil and military employ- 
ments art no corporation ; neither are they ^ any part 
tff^tireomtitution; their salaries, pay, and perqui* 
Hftes sere all dlangeable at the pleasure of the prince 
-who bestows them, although the army be paid from 
funds raised and ^p>pfo|)riated by the legislature. But 
iite der^, as they have little reason to expect, so 
-iAity desire no more than their ancient legal dues : 
-^wily indeed with the removal of many grievous impe- 
^t^ems' in the collection of them ; which it is to be 
feared they m«st wait for until more faTourable times. 
It is well known that they have already, of their ovrn 
Jiecofd) shown great Indulgence to their people upon 
this very article of flax, seldom taking above a fourth 
-p^t c^* their tithe for small parcels, and oftentimes 
-Aokiing at all.flom new beginfiers ; waiting with pa- 
s a 
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tience until the farmers- were able, and until ghKater 
quantities of land were employed in that part of hus* 
bandry; never suspecting that their good^intentions 
should be perverted, in so singular a manner, to their 
detriment, by that very assembly, which, during the 
time that convocations (which are an original part 
of our constitution, ever since Christianity became 
national among us) are thought fit to be suspended* 
God knows for what reason, or from what provo«* 
cations ; I say from that very assembly, who, daring 
the intervals of convocations, should rather be sup? 
posed to be guardians of -the rights and properties of 
the clergy, than to n^ake tUe least at^mpt upoa 
either. 

i have not heard, upon inquiry, that any of those 
gentlemen^ who among us without doors are called 
the court party, discover the least zeal in this affair* 
If they had thoughts to interpose, it might be coa«- 
ceived they would show their displeasure against this 
\)i\\, which must very much lessen the value of the 
king's, patronage upon promotion to vacant sees, in 
the disposal of deaneries, and other considerable pre- 
ferments in the church, which are in the donation of 
the crown; whereby the viceroys will have few^ 
good prefern>eots to bestow on their dependants, 9B 
well as upon the kindred of members, who may have 
^ sufficient stock of that sort of merit, whatever it 
may be, which may in future tirnes most prevail. 

The dissenters, by not ^upceeding in their endea?* 
vours to procure a repeal of the test, have lost no-- 
.^hi ng, but continue in a full enjoyment of their tole* 
jration ; whije the plergy, without giving the least 
o^ence, -are by this bill depfived of a considerable 
branch of their andent legal rights, whereby the schis* 
matical party will have the pleasure of gratifying 
^heir revenge— l/oc Graii valuer^. 

The farmer will find do relief by this fH^d^s^ bc- 
i:ausc^ when bi§ present lease shall CJ^piYie, hi« \u^ 



fortf Wt)l iit^Uibi^ raise tbe rent in an ecjual propor- 
timi iip<>ii eWry part of kufid ivb«re fltx is sown, and 
have so miijch a better secuiity ^^ payment at die 
expence of the dergy. 

Jf we judge by things past, it little avails tfaat this 
bill is to be limited to a cenaltt time of ten, twenty, 
<ir thirty ytaTs. For no lanuflord will e?er consent 
that a law shall expire, by which he finds himself a 
ganief ; and of this there are many examples, as well 
in England, ss in this kingdom. 

The great end of this bill, is, by proper encourago- 
mentto exieftd the linen manufacture into those coun* 
ties Inhere ft has hithetto been little cultivated : bvt 
this eneonragement of lessening the tithe of flax and 
liemp, IS tme of stich a kind, as it is to be feared, 
win hate a directly contrary efifect. Because, if I 
am rightly inlbrmed, no set of men has, for their 
number and (bvtunes, been more industrious and sue* 
cessfal than the clergy, in introducing that manufac* 
fore into places which were unacquainted with it ; 
by persuading their people to sow flax and hemp, by 
proccrrtng seed for them, and by having them in- 
strocted m the management thereof; and this they 
^id, not without reasonable hopes of increasing the 
Talue of their parishes after some time, as well as of 
promoting the benefit of the publick. But if this 
»td&t9 should take place, the clergy will be so far 
from gaining, that they wiii become losem by their 
extraordinary care, by having their best arable lands 
tamed lo flax and hemp, which are reckoned great 
ImpOTariiiiers of hmd: they cannot therefore he 
Uameil^ if they should show as aanoh seal to prevent 
ks ti^iyg introduced or improved in their parishes, as 
they Mlherto ba^ showed* in the. introducing and 
mfitovfng <of it* This, i am told, some of tiR;ni 
iiiive already declared ; at kast so far as to resolve 

• It should i>e-*^* have Mwii.' S,<^___t^ 
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not to give themselves any more trouble tban otiier 
men about promoting a manufacture, jyy the success 
qf which th<y only of all men are to be sufierers. 
Perhaps the giving even a farther encouragement thaa 
the kw. doesi^as it now stands, to a set of men, who 
might on many accounts be so useful to this purpose, 
would be no bad method of having the great end of 
the bill more eiFectuairy answered v but this is what 
they are far from desiring ; all they petition for, is no 
more than to continue on the same footing with the 
rest of their fellow subjects. 

If this modus of paying by the acre be to pass into 
a law, it were to be wished, that the same law wouM 
not only appoint one or more sworn surveyors in each 
parish to measure the lands, on which flax and hemp 
are sown, but also settle the price of surveying, and 
determine whether the incumbent or &rmer is to pay 
for each annual survey. Without something of this 
kind there must constantly be disputes between them* 
and the neighbouring justices of peace must be teased 
as often as those disputes happen » 
. I had written thus tar, when a paper was sent to 
me with several reasons against the bill, some where* 
of, although they have been already touched, are put 
in a better light, and the rest did not occur, to me, I 
shall deliver them iti the author's own words. 

L I'hat tithes are the patrimony of the church : 
and, if not of divine originci, yet at 4east of great 
antiquity* ' 

II. That all purchases, and leases of tltheable lands 
for many centuries past have been made and taken, 
subject to the demand of tithes, and those lands sold 
and taken just so much the cheaper on that account. 

IIL That if any lands are exempted from tithes, 
or the legal demands of such tithes lessenM bv act of 
parliament, so much value is taken from the pro- 
prietor of the tithes, and vested in the proprirtor of 
the landsj or his head tenants. ^ , 
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IV. That no innocent unalFending person can h% 
BQ deprived of his property, without the greatest vio^ 
lation of common justice. 

V. That to do this upon a prospect of encourage 
ing the linen or any other manufacture. Is acting 
upon a very mistaken and unjust supposition ; inas-r 
much as the price of the lands, so occupied, will be 
no way lessened to the farmer, by such a law. 

VI. That the clergy are content cheerfully to bca^ 
(as they now do) any burdeu in c-ommon with their 
fellow subjects, either for the support of his majesty's 
government, or the cncouragcinent of the trade of 
the nation ; but think it very hard that they should 
be singled out to pay heavier taxes than others, at ^ 
time when, by the decrease of the value of their pa? 
rlshes, they are less able to bear them. 

VII. That the legislature has heretofore distin^ 
guished the clergy by exemptions, and not by addi* 
tional loads ; and the present clergy of the kingdom » 
hope they have not deserved worse of the legislature, 
than their predecessors. 

VIII. That, by the original constitution of thes« 
kingdoms, the clergy bad the sole right of taxing 
themselves, and were in possession of that right as 
low as the Restoration ; and if that right be now de- 
volved upon the commons, by the cession of the 
^^Sy% the commons can be considered, in this 
case, in no other light, than as the guardian of the 
clergy. 

IX. That, beside those tithes always in the poshes* 
sion of the clergy, there are some portions of tithes 
lately come into their possession by purchase; that 
if this clause should take place, they would not be 
allowed the benefit of these purchases^ upon an equal 
foot of advantage, with the rest of their fellow sub- 
jects.- And that some tithes iatiie hands of imprp-^ 
prietors, are under settlements and mortgages. - ; 

X. Ihat the gentlemen of this bouse should coti^ . 
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•idtfr, tbft loadiog tht tXttgj i» loading their' t)Wft 
younger brothers atid children ; with th^ additi^d 
grievance, that it is taking from thc^yomn^r and 
poorer, to giv^ to tht elder and richer ; aiid^ 

Lastly V I'haty if it were at any titne just and proper 
to do tkiSy it would however be too se^f« to do it 
&0W^ vhen all the tithes of the kingdom uxt knowoi 
for some yearft past, to have sunk above one third 
part in their value. 

Any income in the hands of the clergy', is at least 
as useful to the publick, as the same income in the 
hands of l^e laity. 

It were more reasonable to grant the der^ (tf lht«6 
parts of the nation an additioncd support, Sian to di* 
minish their present Subsistence. 

Great employments are and will bfe in the haddsof 
Englishmen ; nothing left for the younger sons of 
IH^men, but vioarages, tide-waiters places, ftrc. thert* 
fore no reason to make them worse. 
^.«^The modus upon the fiax in England affi^cts tely 
lands reclaimed since the year 1690, and is at tht tattz 
of (tve shillings the English acre, which is tqwivaicnt 
to eight shillings and eightpence Irish, and ^at to be 
paid bdf^re the farmer rcmo\res it 6rom the ^ld« 
Flat IS a manufacture of little eotmeqoence tn £ngii* 
hmd, but is the staple in Ireland s aM if it4ndiieaseft 
(as 4t probably will) most in many phi^s josdt out 
«d^n, because it is ttxoie gainful. 

7'he clergy of the established church have no ill* 
terist, like those of the cbarck of R^nse^^etiact ft^m 
the tfue interest of thetr country; and th«relbte 
ought to ftufi(br undtsr no difttoft impofttbaa or Wtm 
of ai^y kind. 

The biU for settling the nutdus of flax in £agkuid» 
was broug4it in the first year of the reign oflMg 
George I, when the clergy lay very unjttady uader 
the imputation of some disafrtctton ; and to encoa- 
^ge the bringing ia of sovae fena in Linoolnihire, 
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tvbich were not to be continued under flax ; but it 
left all lands, wbere flax had been sown before that 
time, under the same condition of tithing, in which 
they were before the passing of that bill : whereas 
this bill takes away what the clergy are actually pos- 
sessed of. 

That the woollen manufacture is the staple of £ng« 
land, as the linen is that of Ireland ; yet no attempt 
was ever made in England, to reduce the tithe of 
wool, for the encouragement of that manufacture. 
This ipanufacture has already been remarkably fa^ 
TOured by the clergy, who have hitherto been gene- 
rally content with less than half, some with sixpence 
a gardcp, and some have taken nothing. 

£mployments, they say, have been taxed: the 
reasons for which taxation will not hold with regard 
to property, at least till employments b^ome inhe« 
ritances. The commons always have had so tender 
a regard to property^ that they never would suffer any 
law to pass, whereby any particular persons might bo 
aggrieved without their own consent. 
. N. B. Some alterations have been made in the bill 
. about the modus, since the above paper was written ; 
but they are of little moment. 
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THE ADVANTAGES PROPOSED BY RE- 
PEALING rut SACRAMENTAL TEST, 
IMPARTIALLY CONSIDERED- im. 



WHOEVER itrites fttiptttitninf tt^lon tiiii tfubject, 
muAt ^ ft A^ ottly as & mere deetilat man, but as ooe 
^lio 1^ al€6g«tli«f iiidtiftfeift to a»y (MillcuiAr system 
«f Chttitiadity. And I thinks itt wrksttftter eountfy 
that religion predominates^ there » ofpe oert^iQ foim 
0^ w<»rAy{^ Add cei-emony, whtch k looked opoa as 
the esta(b)ish«9d t aftd eottfte^tie^itlyy only (he priests of 
that pafti^olsf fomt «fe mftttitamed st the publiek 
ckaige { aftd all eivH empioymftiits bestowed amoi^ 
fi&ese who oomply (at les^t outwardly } with the same 
iistablifthm^ttt. 

This method i« Strictly observed, evtsi by oat 
lieighbotifs the Dtitch ; who are cotifbi^ed to allov 
Ihfi firile^ liberty of coosckitce of any Christian 
state, aad yet are never known to admit any.persotts 
into civil o£GiceSy who do not conform to the legal 
worship. As to their military men, tke/^re ind^ 
not so scrupulous : being, by the nature of their 
government, under a necessity of hiring foreign 
troops qf whatever religious denoipiaation uppn eveiy 
great emergenpy, apd maintaining no small numba 
in time of pespe- 

This caution thereforf* of making one established 
faith, seems to be universal, and founded upon the 
strongest reasons ; the mistaken, or affected ^e^l of 
obstinacy and enthusiasm, having produced such a 
|i umber of horrible destructive events throughout all 
Christendom. For, whoever begins to think the 
national worship is wrong in any iipportaat article oC 
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pracdes or bdief, y/'iil, if h« be tepious, naturajljr 
bnvc a 9e9.1 to make .;»9 mavy prp$elyl^s as he cmt 
and a fiatioo may possibly havi: a h\;ii\dne<i (liferent 
aects wtb tbeir lea^a ; evcvy one of wliiich baa an 
cqval Hgbt to plead, that t^ey mu^t **• obey Go^ 
raider tbanmap ;'' most ** cry abnd a4f)(Up»ee not ;^^ 
must << lift yp their voice Ukie a trumps** 

Thia waa the very case of Englaod during the 
fapatlck times. Aod.agaiiuit ajl tibis tbere «eem$ to he 
IK> defence, but that of supporting one eatablitiheci 
form of doctrine and diacipli^ie; leaving the neat.tQ 
a bare liberty of cooscdence, but without any mainr 
tenance jor encouragement from the pubUck. 

Wherever this uational religion grow^ so corrupt, 
or ia thought to do so by a very gceat majority of 
landed people, joined to tb$ governing party, whe- 
fhier prince or senat/e, or both, it ought to l)e chan^d, 
provided the Mrork may be done without blood ot 
<:09fusipn* Yet, whpnevcr f uch a change shall be 
made, aoipe other estabji^hnieiiita mus^ aucceed, ak 
thoiigh for the wpr^e ; aljowing all deviationp, ithal 
would bteak the .union, to be only ^ol^eraUd. Iq 
^ia senacj tbo%e jvho affirm tbat ^very Jaw;, which ia 
contrary to the law of God, is void in itself, 's<^eai to 
be iQiaUken : for mfM^y l^ws io popie^ Jdngdon^s ^nd 
statea, many more amPPg the Turks, and pexhaps 
sot a few in other co^lvtri«s^ are directly fvgainat U^ 
^vioe laws ; a,ad yet, God kno.ws» ar/e scry far Uom 
l^ing void ifi thee^^^p^tiye pa*t. 

Thus, for iivstance, >f ^he three eatates of parlia^ 
ment in £r>5h^d (wi^v^f .^c )o^ f^irjitual, svh<^ 
repreaeiv( ijHe <5bHrch, a^e .que) should ag^pe and obj» 
^n.the roy^aspiwt tp^afejijiisb §pis9opacy, togejtjhcr . 
with the liturgy, and the whole frame of vl)^ English 
ch^pb, a^^d«^oppye» jdaiigfr^ua, and ^orjtrAr^ to 
jypjy $ori|jiiy;e ; an4 that ipreabyicry, aiijiafcaptisn!!, 
^Ij^k^iism, independency^ Mugglf^touianiso), Brown- 
^, famjiUiimj vr.aiio^ 9ti^ir «vJ^v>4ed wrt dnaon^ 
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US, should be established in its place: withotit 
question all peaceable subjects ougbt passively to 
submit, and the predominaat sect must become the 
religion established ; the publick maintaining no 
other teachers nor admitting any persons of a dif- 
ferent religious profession itito civil offices, at least if 
their intention be to preserve the nation in peace. 

Supposing then that the jfresent system of religioft 
were abolished ; and presbytery, which I find stands 
the fairest, with its synods and classes, and all its 
forms and ceremonies, essential or ctrcnmstantial, 
were erected into the national worship : their teachers, 
and no others, could have any legal claim to be sup- 
ported at the publick charge, whether by stipends or 
tithes; and only the rest of the same faith to be ca- 
pable of civil employmevts. 

If there be any true reasoning in what I have laid 
down, it should seem, that the project nQw in a<rita- 
tion for repealing the test act, and yet leaving the 
name of an establishment to the present national 
churcli, is altogether inconsistent ; and may admit 
of consequences, which those who are the most in- 
different to any religion at all, are possibly not 
aware of. 

I presume, whenever the test shaH be repealed, 
which obliges all men, who enter into office under 
the crown, to receive the sacrament according to the 
rites of the church of Ireland ; the way to employ- 
ments will immediately be left open to all dissenters 
(except papists) whose consciences can suffer them 
to take the common oaths in such cases prescribed ; 
after which, they are qualified to fill any lay station 
in this kingdom, from that of chief governor to an 
exciseman. 

Thus, of the three judges on each bench, the fJrst 
may be a presbyterian, the second a freewill baptist, 
and the third a churchman ; the lord chancellor may 
k'c an independent ; the revenues may be manj[^cd by 
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itvtn commissioners of as many different sects ; and 
the like of all other employments : not to mention 
the strdng probability, that the lawfulness of taking 
oaths may be revealed to the quakers, who then will 
stand upon as good a foot for preferment as any other 
loyal subjects. It is obvious to imagine* that under 
such' a' motley administration of affairs, what » 
clashing there will be of interest and inclinations ; 
what pullings and hawlings backward and forward ; 
what a zeal and bias in each religionist, to advance 
his own tribe, and depress the others. For I suppose 
nothing will be readier * granted, than that how in- 
diflPerent soever most men are in faith and morals, 
yet, whether.out of artifice, natural complexion, or 
love of contradiction, none are more obstinate in 
maintaining their own opinions, and worrying all who 
differ from them, than those who pablickly show the 
least sense either of religion or common honesty. 

As to t^e latter^ bishop Burnet tells us, that the 
presbytepans, in the. fanatick times, professed them* 
selvdi to be above morality ; which, as we find in 
Sonne of their writings, was numbered among the 
beggarly elements : and accordingly at this day, no 
scruples of conscience with regard to conformity, 
are, in any trade or calling, inconsistent with the 
greatest fraud, oppressions, perjury, or any other 
vice. 

This brings to my memory a passage in Montaigne, 
of a common prostitute, who in the storming of a 
town, when a soldier came up to her chamber and 
offered violence to her chastity, rather chose to ven* 
ture her neck byJeaping out of the window, than 
suffer a rape ; yet still continued her trade of lewd« 
ness, while she had any customers left; 

I confess,^ that in my private judgment, an un- 

♦ * Hfodier* granted— a bad idloni ; it Jliould be—* more rea* 
Jibf granted.' S* 
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Kmitod fornwmm of aU 9tct8 wbatsocTcr {^xocpt 
p^'^t^) u> ^9y>y emplayiQcntOi, would tie less perni- 
cim» to tliie p\U3U(jc» ihm » £iir sUoggle between 
trvQ 4^9<teQdArs ; becai^ee, ia the forspei case, such 
f ji^ble.of prUiciplee might possibly have the tSisct 
ei ^fitmiy poisQns mxi^^ togeUier, which a strong 
fiot^fy^it^ti^iia might .perhaps he able foursome time to 

^t boweycr I ahdl take the other and more pro« 
^abki^ypposutiooy tbst this battle for employmeats is 
to be ibught only hetweea the preshyterian9, and 
thpse of the church yet established* I shall nofL 
€Dter into the m^ats of , either side, by examinuag 
vh^ch of the two is the bfiMer spintMal economy, 
4^t Mffhj^ is moU suited to oui* dvii constitution : but 
the question turns upon this point ; when the pres* 
hytefj^ns shall h»ve got their ^are of employments 
(whiqh mu^t be Qoe full half, or dse they caonoC 
)oo|k yponj themsdves as fairly dealt with) I ask, 
whether they ought jaot, by th«ir ow« principles, aifd 
by the stictest rules of conscience, to use the utmost 
of their ^11, power, and influence, in order to re« 
d^ce the whole kingdom to an uniformity in religion^ 
both as to doctrine and discipline, most agreeable to 
the word joi God. Wherein if they can succeed 
without blood (as under the preseni disposition of 
things it is very possible they may) it is to be hoped 
they will tt last be ^tisfied : only I would warn 
^hem of a few difficulties. The first is, of compro^ 
^li^ng among thf nMelves, that important controversy 
about tl^ old Ij^ ajid the new ; which otfaerwiso 
ijn^y^ jBittfir this establishment, sjAit them as wide as 
papist and protestant, whig and tory, qr ichunchman 
and dissenter ; and consequendy the work will be to 
b^gin.ag^in : for, in ceU^ous quacrels, it is of little mo- 
ment how few or small the differences are ; especially 
\vhen the dispute is only about p.ower. Thus, the 
zealous presbyterians of the north are more alienated 
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fr^m tli« ^st^ablishtfd dergy, than from the Romish 
priests ; ttfiirtg the fofrwer -w'Hh idolatrous wotshrp, 
as dis^dis^d papists^ certrtnoay-iAOAgefs, and man^ 
Other terms of ttti : and this for a v^ry powerftti rta* 
son ; becattse the clergy ita*d m their way, whrch 
the p^opish pri^td do not. Tfcu§, 1 am assnred, that 
the quai'rel fcctween old and iiew light men is ma* 
n^ged wkh ttK>re rage a Ad riAne^ur, thatl any othet 
dispute of the highest impbrtaftce'; and this, because 
it s^rv^ to lesseA or ihcfeas«e tlieir sevdral congte^^ 
tion«, ffbtet Whorii they receive t%At 6ontribi!itk>ns. 

Afioth^i^ cfifll^nKy, which may litobatrass the pfes- 
byteriAns Hfttt their estAblishment, w?rt be, how' t6 
Adj ust fheii^ c)ai*n of the ki-ilt's independertoy on tht 
civil p6%ef, with the ednrtitufioft of this motiztrchy J 
a point so delicate, that it has often filled the heiidi 
of great j^atriots l^th dangerous notions of Ae church- 
Olergy^ without the fc^ ^I'ouhd of suipicioft. 

Afe to (hd pl-e^yterians AlloiviiVg Itberty of con* 
seieric6 tb those episcopal principles, when theiif bwA 
kirk shall be predominant ; the writers ai-e so ufii- 
verijrily agreed in the negative, Ki* iircll tts thert prac^ 
tice during Olivers ttigh, that I believe <ro teaSon* 
abl^ chttrchman (who mu*t theii be dissenter) will 
€xpict it. 

I ^hall here take notice, that In the AvisiOn of 
fefn^loyments among the presbyfcrians, aftet this ap- 
f)foachiif>g repeal ot the test act, supposing them iti 
f ropier time to have an equal shftre, the oddsJ will M 
three or four to one on their side, in any fatthef 
fc^hefii* fhfcy tnay hkye tOwatd trtaking thei^ feHgton 
fi^ti^nal. For, I teckod all those gentlemen sent 
C^t f^bfn Englandj whatevei* tdigioh they profess. 
Or Rai^fc been educated iii, to be of that party : sihfce 
If is r\b tflatk of f rudefice fdt ^hy persons to Oppoill 
the fc«f^ci^t of a tiafidn^ where they ate in some sort 
6i)ly sdjourhers ; unless they have it in dir<?ctioh. 

Jf there be any maxim in pplittcks ii0i td htctui^* 

T X jitizedbyGoOg 



208 THE ADVANTAGES PROPOSED 

trolled, it must be the followiog : that those, whose 
private interest is united with the interest of their 
countrjTf supposing them to be of equal understands 
infi^ with the rest of their neighboursi will heartily 
wish that the nation should thrive. Out of these, 
^re indubitably excepted, all persons who are sent 
from another kingdom to be employed in places of 
profit or power ; because they cannot possiblj beai 
any affection to the place w)iere they sojourn, even 
for life ; their sole business being to advance themp 
setvcs, by following the advice of their principles. J 
except likewise those persons who are taken into of- 
fice, although natives of the land ; because they air 
greater gainefs, while they keep their o^ces, than 
they could possibly be, by mending the miserable 
poiidition of their country. 

I except, thirdly, all hopcrs^ who by balancing 
accounts with themselves turn the scale on the same 
^ide ; because the strong expectation of a good cer- 
tain salary, will outweigh the loss by bad rents> rei> 
ceived out of the lands in moneyless times. 

If my lords the bishops, who I hear are now em« 
^loyed ifx a scheme for regulating the conduct and 
maintenance of the inferiour clergy, shall in their wis« 
dom, and piety, and love of the church, consent tq 
this repeal of the test, I have not the least doubt that 
the whol^ reverend body will cheerfully submit to 
their spiritual fathers ; of whose paternal tenderness 
for their welfare, they h^ve found so many amazing ' 
instances* 

I an;! not therefore under the least concern about 
the clergy on this account. They will (for some 
time) be no great sufferers by this repeal ; because I 
cannot recollect, among ^1 our sects, any one, that 
gives latitude enough to take the oaths required a| 
an institution ^o a diurch-living ; and until that bar 
shall be removed, the present episcopal clergy are 
f^fe for ^wo years* Although it niay be thought 
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fdiWcwhat unequal, that in tHeftbrthcth pai^tsj Whtm 
there may be three dissf»ntei*8 to ohtf chutchlti&Hj ih6 
tirhole revenue shall be afigross^d bj himj who ha§ 
50 small a paft of the cui-e. 

It w true itidewl, that thl* dwddvantage, which thfcr 
^isseittera at present lie under, of a disability to re- 
OeiVc chfeirch-t)referraehts. Will bfe easily rehiedied by 
tht repeal of the test, for, the dissenting ffeatheri 
are under rio incapacity of accepting civil and tnili- 
tary employrftents ; whereih th^y agree peVfetitly with 
the popish clergy; among whom, great cardinals and 
prelates have been eomrtianders of armies, thief miK 
AisterS, knights of many ordtrs, ambaSsadol^i &6crfe- 
tarics of State, and in mdSt high offices iinder thcr 
Grown ; although they assort thfe indelible character, 
which no secretaries aknong Us did ^v^r assume. But 
that many, bbth presbyteridnfe khd iAdepfendefets, 
Gonfimanders as well as ptivattt a^ldieffej wer6 pt*o* 
fcssed ti^aehers ih the time of thcif ddttiinibn, is 
allowed by aiU Cromwell himsfelf was a preacher ; 
and has left US one of his sertnotis iti f^riiit, exactly 
in the saiAe style and manner with those of our 
modern pteSbyterian teachers ; SO was coloiiel How- 
ard, sir George DoWnittg, and s^vetftl othersi Wh^fc 
liames ate oU record* J can therefore see no Jrfeasott^ 
why a pairtful presbytenan teach'^sl^ as Soon as tbfc 
tist shall b* i-epealed, may not b6 pfiyikged to hold , 
alon^ with the spiritual <Mct ^d &ti{)€hd> q tXNn*^ 
Aiissibn in the arftiy or thfc dvil lifet, m doMfneiitdA)n ? 
ibr> as i tak« it, th^ chut^h of En^and i^ the ohly 
body of thtifitiahs, whkh in ^fiict diSqVialifies tbose^ 
who arfe ^nvployed to ptt^th. its dOctritie, ffbm 
dhnriiig in th& «ivil pj^we^ ^ftbet- thtiti as seMtdlv 3 
yet thi» W6S a {>rivileg« b«giih hi tiWici of "pciptinf^ 
itinny hiu^dre^^ years befotie t'he t^formati^t), a)V«l 
woven with th^ very institution bf our limitied «no^ 
Barchy. 

There is indeed another method, whereby the 
T3 
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Stipends of dissenting teachers may be raised, an<l 
the farmer much reheved ; if it should be thought 
proper to reward a people so deserving* and so loyal 
\>y their principles. Every bishop upon the vacancy 
of a church-living, can sequester the profits for the 
use of the next incumbent. Upon a lapse of half a 
year, the donation falls to the archbishop, and after 
a full year to the crown, during pleasure. There-* 
fore it would be no hardship for any clergynaan alive, 
if (in those parts of Ireland, where the number of 
secretaries much exceeds that of the conformists) the 
profits, when sequestered, might be applied to the 
support of the dissentihg teacher, who has so many 
souk to take care of : whereby the poor tenants 
would be much relieved in those hard times, aiid in 9, 
better condition to pay their rents. 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, 

?rainst which a remedy does xiot so readily occur, 
or, supposing the test act repealed, and the dissen<» 
ters, in consequence, fully qualified for all secular 
employments ; the question may still be put, whe* 
ther those of Ireland will be often the persons on 
whom they shall be bestowed; because it is ima- 
gined, there may be another seminary * in view, 
more numerous, 'and more needy, as well as more 
meriting, and more easily contented with such low 
ofiices ; which some nearer neighbours hardly think 
it wortli stirring from their chimney-sides to obtain. 
And I am told, it is the common practice of those 
who are skilled in the management of bees, that 
when they see a foreign swarm at some distance, ap<^ 
proaching with an intention to plunder their hives, 
these artists have a trick to divert them into some 
neighbouring apiarv, there to make what havock 
they please. This I should not have hinted, if I bad 
not known it already to have gotten ground in many 

• Scotland. F. n^^^]^ - - 
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suspecting beads ; for it is tbe peculiar talent of this 
nation to see dangers afar off ; to all which I can only 
say, that our native presbyterians must> by paipi 
and industry^ rai^ such a. fund of nierit» as will an- 
swer to a birtb six degrees more to tbe north. If 
they cannot arrive at this perfection, as several of tbe 
established church have compassed by indefatigable 
pains, I do not well see how their affairs will much 
mend by repealing tbe test s. for, to - be qualified by 
law to aocept an employment, and yet to be disquali^ 
$ed in fact, as it will mucb increase the mortification, 
50 it will withdraw the pity of many among their 
well wishers, and utterly deprive them of that meric 
they have so long made^ gf being » loyal true pro- 
testant people, persecuted oply for religion. 

If this happen to be their case, they must wait 
maturity of time; until they can, by prudent gentle 
steps, make their fjaith become the religion established 
in the nation ; after which, I do not in the least 
doubt that they will take most ciFectual methods 
to secure their power, against those who must then 
be dissenters in their turn ; whereof, if we may 
form a future opinion from present times, and 
the dispositions of dissenters, who love to make ^ 
thorough reformation, the number and qualities will 
be very inconsiderable. 

Thus 1 have, with the utmost sincerity, after long 
thinkings givep my judgment upon (his arduous af- 
fair ; but with the utmost deference and submission 
to publick wisdon> and power. 
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ejUERlES RELATING TO THE SACRA- 
MtNTAL TEST. 1732. 



Qufeky, WHETHfeR hatred and violence h^ 
iwttn parties in a state, be not more inflatned by dif- 
ferent yiews of interest, than by the greater or lesser 
diflPei-ences between them, either in religion or gb* 
-i^emrtieht ? 

Whether it be any part of the question at this 
time, whifch of the t\Vo religions is worse, popery bt 
fanaticism ; or not rather, which of the two (haring 
both the satne good will) h in th:e hbpefuUfest cbndi-» 
tion to ruin the church ? 

Whether the sectaries, whenever they cbme t6 
previail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and ef- 
fectually as the papists ? 

Wh'ethei- the prfev^iling sectaries could allow li- 
berty of cohscifencc to dissenters, witbtJUt belying all 
their foritifcr practicfe, lind almost all their former 
Writings ? 

Whether many hundred thousand Scotch prcsby^ 
terianS are hot fully as virulent against the episcopal 
church, as they are against the papists; or as they 
i&vould havfe us think the papists are agiihSt them ? 

Whether the Dutch j who atie rtiost distingmb^d 
for alio wins liberty of conscience, do ever admit any 
persons, wno profess a different scheme of worship 
from their own, into civil employments, although 
they maybe forced by the nature of their government 
to receive mercenary troops ot all religions ? 

Whether the dissenters ever pretended, until of late 
▼^ars, to desire more than a bare toleration ? 

Whether, if it be true» what a sorry pamphleteer 
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Asserts, who lately writ for repealing the test, that 
the dissenters in thb kingdom are equally numerous 
with the churchmen, it would not be a necessary 
point of prudence, by all proper and lawful means^ to 
preveni their farther increase ? 

The great argun^crlt ^iven, by those whom they 
call low churchmen, ta justify the large tolerations 
allowed to dissenters, has been ; that by such indul- 
gences, the rancour of those sectaries would gradually 
wear off, many of them, would come over to us, and 
their parties, in a little time, crumble to nothing* 

QuerVf Whether if what the above pamphleteer 
asserts, that the sectaries are equal in numbers with 
^conformists, be true, it does not clearly follow, that 
thoiie repeated tolei'ations, have operated directly con- 
trary, to what those low church politician^ pretended 
to foresee and ej^pect ? . 

Whether any clergyman, however dignified or dis* 
;tinguished, if he think his own profession most agree* 
able to Holy Script^re^ and the primitive church > can 
really wish in His heart, that ail sectaries should be 
upon an equal foot with the churchmen, in the point 
of civil power and employments ? 

Whether episcopacy^ which, is held by the church 
to be a divine and aposli^lical institution, be not a 
fundamental point of religion, particularly in that es« 
j^ntial one of conferring holy orders ? 

Whether^ by necessary consequences, the several 
expedients among the sectaries to . const! tiite their 
teachers, are not absolutely null and void ? 

Whether the sectaries will ever agree to accept or- 
dination only from bishops I 

Whether the bishops and clergy will be content to 
give up episcopacy, ^ a point indifferent, without 
which the churcl^ can well subsist ? 

Whether that great tenderness towards sectaries, 
which navy so much prevails, be chiefly owing ^o the 
fear^ pi^.p9pery» or to that 9p;n( of atheism, deism, 
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ttxptleisfhy and universal imn^oitlitf, which tSl g§6i, 
men ^o mudi lament ? 

Granting poptry to haye maiiy ifaort citotirs in f«?. 
ligion, than any one branch of th^ sectaries, let us ex- 
amine the actions of both, as they have each affected 
the peace of thes6 kingdofns, with allowance for the 
•hort tim« which the sectaries had to act in, who ztt 
in a manner but 6f yesterday. The papiits, it\ th* 
titte of king James the Second, used all endcavourk 
to establish their superstition, wherein fhcjr faii6« by* 
the united po#<*r of English church proteftta^fs, Wirt 
thef prince bi Orange'^ assistanfce. But it cannot be 
asserted, that these bigottcd papists had the least d^ 
6ign to oppose or murder their king, mitch less, to 
«bolish kingly government ; nor tt as it their interest 
«T iftdinition to attcrtnpt cithcn 

On the other side the puritans, UtIm had almost 
*rom the btginning tif qiieiffl Eliitabeth's rtJgfi been 
« perpetual thorn in thechm'fch'ji iMH^ joinhig ^HA 
the S66tch cftthusia^is^ ifi th^ ttfA^ bf king Cha^k^ M 
First, were the prihcij^al fcaasc of the Iri* y«b(Ui«& 
tod nwsiacre^ by di^tcssiri^ ril« jjf«t^^ iHd itt^kig 
it impossible for him to send ovti ttrdely IfubCotirS. 
Aftd after that prince had ^atlsfi^d hitJ p^idnicn^ in 
tvery single point to bi cOtA'plairied of, Ih* same Stct* 
aries, by poisoning the niinds and dffitclidfifi bt fh* 
people, with the most fdltfe and wicked i'epr^iihta* 
lions of their king, wer* able, iii th6 oOtn^ 6f a 
few years, to embroil the three nations in a bloody 
rebellion, at the es^pisnsfe of MriHy thou&afcd lives ; to 
turn the kingly pcrw^cr into anarthy j to niurd^r fhcir 
prince in the face of the World 5 and (in thtftir OWil 
ityle) to destroy thfe cHurth rodt anrf bhinch* 

The account therefof* stinds thus. The papiM* 
aimed at one perntcioiis attj Whifch i^ai to dCstro/ 
the pfotestaftt Religion; A«?htrfein by dod's mercy, 
fthd the assistance of our gloriot^ king Willi^my they 
absolutely failed. The.scctaries attempted the AM 
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mo9t infernal acdons tfatt could poisaibly ester Into 
the hearts of meo^ forsaken bjr God; which were, the 
xnurdor of a most pious king, the destruction of the 
monsachjf and the extirpation of the church; and 
succeeded in them all. 

Upon which I put the following queries : Whether 
any of those sectaries have ever yet in a solemn pub^- 
hck manner renounced any ono of those principleSj 
upon which their predecessors then acted ? 

Whether, considering the cruel persecutions of the 
episcopal church during the course of that horrid re« 
beilion, and the consequences of it until the happy 
restoration, it is not manifest, that the persecuting 
spirit lies so equally divided between the papists and 
the sectaries, that a feather would turn the balance oa 
cither side? 

And therefore, lastly, Whether any person of com-p 
roon understand hsg, who professes himself a member 
of th^ church established, althqugh, perhaps with 
litde inward regard to any religion ( which is too 
often the case) if he loves the peace and welfare of 
his country, can, after cool thinking, rejoice to see a, 
power placed again in the hands of so restless, so am« 
bitious, and so merciless a faction, to act over all the 
same parts a second time ? 

Whether the candour of th^t expression, so fre-* 
quent of late in sermons and pamphlets, of the 
strength and number of the papists in Ireland, can be 
justi^ed ? for, as to their numbner, however great, it it 
always magnified in proportion to the zeal or poli- 
ticks of the speaker or writer ; but it is a gross impo- 
sition upon common reason, to terrify us with their 
strength. For, popery, under the circumstances it 
lies in this kingdom, although it be offensive and in- 
convenient enough from the consequences it has ter 
increase the rapine, sloth, and ignorance, as well af 
poverty of the natives, is not properly dangerous in 
th«t sense» as some would hav^ us take it ; because it 
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h universally hated by every party of a different tcIm 
gious- profession. It is the contempt of the wise; 
the best topick for clamours of desiring men; but 
the real tcrrour only of fools. The landcil popish in- 
terest in England, far exceeds that among us, even ia 
proportion to the wealth and extent of each kingdom. 
The little that remains here is daily droppir.g iota 
protestant hands, by purchase or descent ; and that 
affected. complaint of counterfeit comverts, will fall 
i^ith the cause of it in half a generation, unless it be 
raised or kept alive as a continual fund of merit and 
eloquence. The papists are wholly disarmed : they 
have neither courage, leaders, money, nor inclinations 
to rebel : they want every advantage which they for- 
merly possessed, to follow their trade ; and wherein^ 
even with those advantages, they always miscarried : 
iliey appear very easy and satianed under that con- 
nivance, which they enjoyed during the whole last 
reign ; nor ever scrupled to reproach another party, 
under which they pretend to have suffered so much 
severity- 

Upon these considerations, I must confess to have 
suspended much of ^y pity toward the great, dreaders 
of popery j many of whom appear to be hale, strong, 
active, young men ; who, as 1 am told, eat, drinks 
and sleep heartily ; and are very cheerful (as they 
have exceeding good reason) upon all other subjects. 
However, I cannot too much commend the generous 
concern, which our neighbours, and others who come 
from the same neighbourhood, are so kind to express 
for us upon this account; although the former be 
farther removed from the danger of popery, by twenty 
leagues of salt water ; but this, I fear, is a digression* 

When, an artificial report was raised here many 
years ago, of an intended invasion by the pretender 
(which blew over after it had done its office) the dis-* 
centers argued, in their talk and in their pamphlets^ 
stterthis muoiinr^ applying themselves to those of ihc 
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tharch : ** Gentlemen, if the picetender had landed, 
as the la# now stands^ we durst not assist you ; and 
therefore, unless you take off the test, whenever you 
. shall happen tobe invaded in earnest, if we are de- 
- tired to take up arms in your defence, our answer 
^sHali bev Pray, gentlemen, fight your own battles ; 
"Wt will lie by quietly ; conc)uer your enemies by your- 
'sdves, if JQU can; we will not do your drudgery." 
This way of reasoning I have heard from several of 
their cfaiels and abettors, ia a hundred conversations; 
and have read it ia twenty pamphlets : and 1 am con- 
fident it will be oflPered again, if the project should fail 
to take off the test. 

Upon which piece of oratory and reasoning I form 
the following query : Whether, in case of an invasion 
from the pretender (which is riot quite so probable 
as from the grand si^nior)^ the dissenters can, with 
prudence and safety, offer the same plea ; except they 
shall have made a previous stipulation with the in- 
vaders f And whether the full freedom of their reli- 
gion and trade, their lives, properties, wives and chil- 
dren, are not, and have not always been reckoned, 
sufficient motives for repelling invasion ; especially in 
our sectaries, who call thegiselvcs the truest pro- 
testants, by virtue of their pretended or real fierceness 
against popery? 

Whether omitting' or neglecting to celebrate the 
day of the martyrdom of the blessed king. Charles the 
First, enjoined by act of parliament, can be justly 
reckoned a particular and distinguishing mark of 
good affection to the present government ? 

Whether, in those churches where the' said day is 
observed, it will fully answer the intent of the said 
act, if the preacher shall commend, excuse, palliate, 
or extenuate the murder of that royal manyr ; and 
place the guilt of that horrid rebellion, with all its 
consequences, the following usurpations, the entire 
destruction of the church, the cruel and continual 
VOL, xiii. u 
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per.«ecuuons of those who could be discovered to prtf* 
fess its doctrines, with the ensuing Babel of fanaticism, 
to the account of that blessed king ; who, by granting 
the petition of right, and passing every bill that could 
be asked for the security of the subject, had, by the 
confession of those wicked men before the war began, 
left them nothing more to demand ? 

Whether such a preacher as I have named (whereof 
there have been more than one, not many years past,, 
even in the presence of viceroys) who takes that course 
as a means for promotion, may not be thought to 
step a little out of the common road, in a monarchy, 
where the descendants of that most blessed martyr 
have reigned to this day ? 

I ground the reason of making these queries on the 
title of the act ; to which I refer the readtr. 
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SOME FEW THOUGHTS CONCERNING' 
THE REPEAL OF THE TEST. 



THOSE of cither side who havfc written upon this 
subject of the test, in making or answering objec- 
tions» seem to fail, by not pressing sufficiently the 
chief point, upon which the controversy turns. The 
arguments used by those who write for the church, 
arc very good in their kind ; but will have little force 
under the present corruptions of mankind, because 
the authors treat this subject tanquam in rtpubllcd f**//- 
ionis^ et nan in face Roinuii, 

It must be confessed, that considering how few 
employments of any consequence fall to the share of 
those English who are born in this kingdom, and 
those few very dearly purchased, at the expense of 
conscience, liberty, and all regard for the publick 
good, they are not worth contending tor: and if no- 
thing but profit were in the case, it would hardly cost 
me one sigh, when I should see those few scraps 
thrown among every species of fanaticks, to scuffle 
|br among themselves. 

And this will infallibly be the case, after repealing 
the test. For every subdivision of sect will, with 
equal justice, pretend to have a share; and, as it is 
usual with sharers, will never think they have enough, 
while any pretender is left unprovided. I shall not 
except the quakers ; because, when the passage is 
once let open for sects to partake in public etnolu- 
roents, it is very probable the lawfulness of taking 
oaths, and wearing carnal weapons, may be revealed 
(o the brotherhood ; which thought, I confess, was 
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firit put into my head by one of the shrtwdc&tQuaken 
in this kingdom *» 

• Th6 Quaker hinted at by Dr. SwiftVasMr. George Rooke, 
a linen-draper, a man who had a very good taste for wit, and 
read abundance of liiitory, and was, perhaps, one of the most 
learned Quakers in the world. He was author of an humorous 
pastoral in the Quaker style^. In a letter to Mr. Pope, Aug. dO, 
1716, Dr. Swift says, " There is a young ingenious Quaker in 
this town, who writes verses to his mistress, not very correct, 
but in a strain purely what a poetical Quaker «hould do, com- 
«nending her loo^ and habit, Scc^ It gaye me a hint, that 
a set of Quaker pa&torals might succeed, if our friend Gay would 
ftncy if, and I think it a fruitful fubject: pray hear what he 
says ^— This hint produced from Mr Gay, '* The Espousal, a 
sober eclogue, between two of th« people called QusJceni^ 'i% 
which their pcculifirity i^ well del mefte4. ]S. 
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TO THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS, &c. 



THE BUMBLE PETITION OF THE FOOTMEN IN ANH 
ABOUT THfi CITY OF DUBLIN. I732. 



HUMBLY SHEWETH, 

THAT your pefitioners arc a great and numerous 
tocietVy endowed with several privileges time out of 
mind. 

That certain lewd, idle, aod disorderly persons, for 
several months past, as it is notoriously known, have 
been daily seen in the publick walks of this city, ha* 
bited somelin^es in green coats, and sometimes taced, 
with long oak«a cudgels in their hands, and without 
swords; in hopes to procure favour by that advantage 
with a great number of ladies who frequent those 
walks ; pretending and giving themselves out to be 
the true genai;!ie Irish footmen ; whereas they can be 
proved to be no better than common toupees, as a 
judicious eye may soon discover, by their awkward* 
clumsy, ungentcel gait and behaviour ; by their un^ 
skilfulness in dress even with the advantage of our 
habits ; by their ill favoured countenances, with ao 
air of impudence and dulness peculiar to the rest of 
their brethren, who have not yet arrived at that tran- 
scendent pitch of assurance ; and although it may be 
justly apprehended^ that they will do so in time, if 
these counterfeits shall happen to succeed in their evil 
designs of passing for real footmen, thereby to render 
themselves more amiable to the ladies. 
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Your petitioners do farther allege, that many of 
the said counterfeits, upon a strict examination, have 
been foupfl in tbe act of strutting, staring, swear^gf 
swaggering in a manner that plainly showed their 
best endeavours to imitate us. Wherein, although 
they did not succeed, yet by their ignorant and un- 
gainly way of copying our graces, the utmost jndig« 
toity was endeavoured to be cast upon our whole pro- 
fession. 

Your petitioners do therefore make it their humble 
request, that this honourable- house (to many of whom) 
your petitioners are nearly allied) will please to' take 
this grievance into your most serious consider^ion : 
humbly submitting* whether it would not be proper, 
that certain officers might, at the pablick charge, be 
employed to search for, and discover all such- counter- 
feit footmen ; to carry them before the next justice of 
peace, by whose warrant, upon the first conviction, 
they shall be stripped of their coats and <Miken orna- 
ments, and be set two hours in tbe stocks ; upon the 
second conviction, besides stripping, be set six hours 
in the stocks, with a pa[)er pinned on thqr breasts 
signifying their crime in large capital letters, and in 
the following words: ** A. B. commonly called A. B. 
esq«, a toupee, and a notorious impostor, wl^o pre- 
sumed to personate a trae Irish footman. -^ 

And tor any other offence, the said toupee shall be 
committed to Bridewell, whipped three times, forced 
to hard labour for a month, and not to be set at liberty 
till he shall have given sufficient security for .his good 
behaviour. 

Your honours wiH please to observe, with what 
lenity we propose to treat these enormous o#enders, 
who have already brought such a scandi^l oa our 
honourable calling, that several well meaning people 
have mistaken them to be of our fraternity, in dimi- 
nution to that credit and dignity whereby we have 
supported our station, as we always difl, in the worst 
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pf times. And we farther beg leave to remark, that 
this was manifestly done with a seditious design to 
render us less pap^ble of serving the publick in any 
grea^crhployment8, as several of our fraternity, as well 
as our ancestors, have done. 

We 6p therefore humbly implor« your honours to 
give necessary orders for our relief in this present cxir 
'gency, and yoar petitio|iers (as in di^ty bound) ' shal} 
jpyeir pray, &Ct 
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protestiDg againfft archbishops, bishops, deans aod 
chapters, with their revenues ; and the whole hier- 
archy ; which are the very expressions used in the so* 
lemn league and covenant *, where the word popery 
is only mentioned ad invidiam ; because the catholicks 
agree with the episcopal church in those fundamentals* 

Although the catholicks cannot deny, that in the 
great r^Tlion against king Charles I, more soldiers 
of their religion were in the parliament army, than 
in his majesty's troops; and that many jesuiu and 
iiriars went about, in the disguise of presbyterian and 
independent ministers, to preach up rebellion, as the 
best historians of those times inform us; yet the bulk 
of catholicks in both kingdoms preserved their loy* 
alty entire. , 

The catholicks have some reason to think it a little 
hard, when their enemies will not please to distinguish 
between the rebellious riot committed by that brutal 
ruffian sir Phelim O'Neal, with his tumultuous crew 
of rabble, and the forces raised afterward by the 
•atfaolick lords and gentlemen of the English pale, in 
defence of the king, after the English rebellion began. 
It Is well known that his majesty's affairs were in 
great distraction some time before, by an invasion of 
the covenanting Scottish kirk rebels, and by the bjacj 
ferms the king was forced to accept, that they mi^^t 
be kept in quiet, at a juncture when he w^ every 
hour threatened at home by that fanatick party, 
which soon after set ail in a flame. And if the ca- 
iholick army in Ireland fought for their king, against 
the forces sent over by the parliament then in actual 

* A solemn league and covenant entered into between the 
Soots and En^^iih faiiaticks in tlie rebcUion against king 
. Charles 1, 1643 ^ by which they solemnly engajred, ami^g ot^ier 
tilings, ** to endeavour the extirpation of prelacy,; that is, 
church government^ by archbishops, bishops, deans, ftrch4eu- 
cons, and all other episcopal offi^er^ dependinf on that iifi> 
♦fchy.^ ^. 
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febeflion against him, what person of loya! principles 
can be so partial as to deny that they dtd their duty> 
hy joining with the marquis of Ormond and other 
commanders, who bore tl^r commissions from the 
king ? for which, great numbers of them lost their 
live* and forfeited their estates ; a great part of fh« 
latter being now possessed by many descendents from 
those very men, who had drawn their swords in the 
service of that rebellious parliament, which cut off 
his head and destroyed monarchy. And what i» more 
amazing, although the same persons, when the Irish 
were entirely snlxlued, continued in power under the 
rump, were chief confidents and faithful subjects to 
Cromwell, yet, being wise enough to foresee a res- 
toration, they seized the forts and castles here out of 
the bands of their brethren in rebellion, for the ser- 
vice of the king ; just saving the tide, and putting in 
a stock of merit sufficient not only to preserve the 
land which the cat^olicks lost by their loyalty, but 
likewise to preserve their civil and military employ- 
ments, or be higher advanced. 

Those insurrections wherewith ttie catholicks arc 
charged, from the beginning of the seventeenth cen- 
tury to the great English rebellion, were occasioned 
by many oppressions th<!y lay under. They had no 
intention to introduce a new religion, but to enjoy 
the liberty of preserving the old; the very same which 
their ancestors professed from the time that Christi- 
anity was first introduced into this island, which was 
by catholicks; but whether mingled with corrup- 
tions, as some pretend, does not belong to the quei^ 
tion. They had no design to change the government; 
they never attempted to fight against, to imprison, to 
betray, to sell, to bring to a trial, or to murder their 
king. The schismaticks acted by a spirit directly 
contrary; they united in a solemn league and cove-' 
nant to alter the whole system of. spiritual govern- 
ment, estabbsfaedin M chriftiaa natioav^ aiidof apo»« 
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tolick institution; concluding the tragedy with the 
murder of the king, in cold bloody and upon mature 
deliberation;, at the same time changing the mo« 
«archy into a common>vcaith. 

The catholicks of Ireland, in the great rebellioni 
lost their estates for fightmg in defence of their kingk 
The schismaticks, who cut off the father's head» 
forced the aon to fljr for his life, and overturned the 
ivhole ancient frame of government, religious and 
civil ; obtained grants of those very estates which 
the catholicks lost in defence of the ancient constitu* 
*tion» many of which estates are at this day possessed 
by the |iosterity of those schismaticks : and thus they 
gained by their rebellion, what the catholicks lost by 
their loyalty* 

We allow the catholicks to be brethren of the dis* 
senters; some people indeed (which we cannot allow) 
-would have them to be our children, because we both 
dissent from the church established, and both agree 
in abolishing this persecuting sacramental test ; by 
which negative discouragement, we are both rendered 
incapable of civil and military employments* How* 
ever, we cannot but wonder at the bold familiarity of 
these schismaticks, in calling the members of the 
national church, their brethren and fellow protestants. 
It is true that all these sects (except the catholicks) 
are brethren to each other in faction, ignorance, ini- 
quity, perverseness, pride, and (if >ve except the 
quakers) in rebellion. But, how the churchmen 
can be styled their fellow protestants, we cannot 
■comprehend t because, when the whole Babel of 
sectaries joined against the church, the king and the 
nobility, for twenty years, in a match at football, 
where the proverb expressly tells us, that all are fel- 
lows.; while the three kingdoms were tossed to and 
fro, the churches and cities and royal palaces shat- 
tered to pieces by their balls, their buffets, and their 
kicks; the victoss would allow no more, fellows at 
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c Ibotball ; but murdered, sequestered, plui^dered, de« 
privedy banished to the plantations, or enslaved all 
iheir opposers, who had loBt the game. 

It is said the world is governed by opmion i and 
politicians assure us, that all power is founded therc-> 
upon.. Wherefore, as all human creatures are fond 
to distraction of their own opinions, and so much 
the morer as those opinions are absurdi ridiculous, 
or of little moment, it must follow, that they are 
equally fond of power. But no opinions are main* 
tained with so much obstinacy as those in religion, 
especially by such zealots who never bore the least 
regard to religion, conscience, honour, justice^ truths 
mercy, or common morality, farther than in out« 
ward appearance, under the mask of hypocrisy, to 
promote their diabolical designs. And therefore 
bishop Buri^et, one of their oracles, tells us honestly, 
that the saints of those fanatick times pronounced 
themselves above morality ; which they reckoned 
among beggarly elements ; but the meaning of these 
two last words, thus applied, we confess to be above 
our understanding^i 

Among those kingdoms and states which first em* 
braced the reformation, England appears to. have re* 
ceived it in the most regular way: where it waS' 
introduced in a peaceable manner, by the supreme 
power of a king * and the three estates in parlia* 
ment ; to which, as the highest legislative authority, 
all subjects are bound passively to aubmit. Neither 
was there much blood «hed on so great a change of 
religion. But a considerable number of lords, and 
other persons, of quality through the kingdom, still 
continue^ in their old faith, and were, uotwithsrand*> 
log their difference in religion, em(>loyed in pificea 
civil as well as military, more or less in every reign^ 
until the teit act in the time of king Charles !!• 

• Henry VlIU 
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Howerer^ from the time of the refonnadon^ the 
dumber of catholicks graduallj and considerably 
lessened. So ^at in the reign of king Charles 1, 
England became in a great degree a protestant king* 
dora, without taking the sectaries into the num- 
ber ; the legality whereof, with respect to human 
laws» the catholicks never disputed; but the puri- 
tans, and other schismaticksy without the lesist pre- 
tence to any such authority, by an open rebellion, 
destroyed that legal Reformation, as we observed 
before, murdered their kin^, and changed the mO' 
narchy into a republick. It is therefore not to be 
.wondered at, if the catholicks, in such a Babel of 
religions, chose to adhere to their own faith left thetn 
by 'their ancestors, rather than seek for a better 
among a rabble of hypociitical, rebellious, deluding 
knaves, or deluded enthusiasts. 

We repeat once more, that if a national religion 
be changed by the supreme legislative power, we 
cannot dispute the human legality of such a change. 
But we humbly conceive, uat if any considerable 
party of men, which differs from an establishment 
either old or nfew, can deserve liberty of conscience, 
it ought to consist of those, who, for want of con-^ 
friction, or of right understanding the merits of each 
cause, conceive themselves bound in conscience to— 
adhere to the religion of their ancestors ; because 
they are, of all others, least likdy to be authors of 
innovations either of church or state. 

On the other side ; if the reformation of religion 
be founded upon rebellion against the king, without 
whose consent by the nature of our constitution no 
~ law can pass ; if this reformation be introduced by 
only one of the three estates, I mean the commons, 
«nd iiot by one half even of those commona, and 
this by the assistance of a rebellious army ; again, if 
this reformation were carried on by the exclusion of 
nobks both lay and spiritual, (who constitute tbc 
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•Iher part of the three estates) by the murder of 
their kiog, and by abolishing the whole system of 
government ; the catbolicks cannot see why the suo 
oessora of those schismaticka, who are universally 
accoe^ by all partiea, except*themselve8 and a few in- 
fionous abettorsy for still retaining the same princi«» 
plea in religion and government, under which theic 
predecessors acted, should pretend to a better share 
ci civil or military trust, profit, and power, than the 
catholicks ; who, during all that period of twenty; 
yearst were continually prosecuted with the ut« 
most severity, merely on account of their loyaltyt 
and constant adherence to kingly power. 

We now come to those aiguments for repealing^ 
the sacramental test, which equally affect the catho«» 
licks, and their brethren the dissenters. 

First, we agree with our fellow dissenters, that 
persecution merely for conscience sake is against the 
genius of the Gospel. And so likewise is any Jaw 
tor depriving men of their natural and civil rights 
which they claim as men. We are also readf 
enough to allow, that the smallest negative discou'^ 
Tagcments for uniformity's sake are so many per-« 
aecutions. Because it cannot be denied, that tho 
scratch x>f a pm is in some degree a real wound, aa 
much as a stab through the heart. In like manner, 
laa incapacity by law foir any man to be made a 
judge, a colonel, or justice of the peace, merely oq 
a point of conscience, is a negative discouragement, 
imd consequently a real persecution : for in this case^ 
fhe author of the pamphlet quoted in the margin * 
puts a very pertinent and powerful question : If 
God be the sole Lord of the conscience, why should 
the rights of conscience be subject to human jurist 
diction ? Now to apply this to the catbolicks ; the 
belief of transubstantiation is a matter purely of reli^ 

• Reasons §^ ^e lepealing of the ^aoiameatal Test, 
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gion and conscience » which does not zfftet the pofw 
tical interest of society, as such r therefoce^ why 
should the rights of conscience, whereof God is the 
«>le Lord, be subject to human jurisdiction ? And 
why should God be deprived of this right over a 
eatholick's conscience, any more than over that of 
any other dissenter ? 

And whereas another author among our brethrei^ 
the dissenters, has very justly complained, that by 
this persecuting test act, great numbers of true pcb* 
testants have been forced to leave the kingdom, and 
ily to the {Mutations, rather than stay here branded 
with an incapacity for <uvil and military employ<- 
ipents ; we do affirm, that the catholicks can bring 
many more instances of the same kind ; some thou- 
sands of their religion have been forced by the sacra^i 
mental test, to retire into other countries, rather 
than live here under the incapacity of wearing swords, 
sitting in parliament, and getting that share of power 
and profit which belongs to them as fdlow christians, 
whereof they are deprived merely upon account of 
conscience, which would not allow them to take the 
sacrament after the manner prescribed in the liturgy. 
Hence it clearly follows, in the words of the same 
author ^, That if we catholicks are incapable of 
employment, we are punished for our dissent, that 
is, for Qur conscience, which wholly turns updo 
political considerations. 

. The catholicks are willing to acknowledge the 
king's supremacy, whenever their brethren the dis« 
Senters shall please to^ show them an example. 

Farther, the catholicks, whenevei^ their religion 
shall come to foe the national established faith, arc 
willing to undergo the same test offered by the author 
already quoted. His words are these: '* To end 
ibis debate, by putting it upon a foot, which 1 hop^ 

• $e^ Ecssons agaiM. the fi^. . 
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will tppear to every impartial person, a fair and 
equitable one: we catlioikk« propose, with sub* 
missk>n to the proper judges, that cfiP'cctual security 
^ taken against persecution, by obliging all who arc 
Emitted into places of power and trust, whatever 
their religious profession be, in the most solemn 
manlier to disclaim persecuting principles.*' It is 
hoped the publick will take notice of these w<ysdSj 
yhatcver their religious profession be ; which plainly 
Include the catholicks; and for which we return 
thanks to our dissenting brethren. 

And whereas it is objected by those of the esta* 
blished church, that if the schismaticks and fanaticks 
•were once put into a capacity of possessing civil and 
milttary employments, they would never be at ease, 
til! they had raised their own way of worship into 
the national religion, through all his majesty's domi<^ 
nions, equal with the true orthodox Scottish kirk ; 
which when they had once brought to pass, they 
wonid no more allow liberty of conscience to episco- 
pal dissenters, than they did in the time of the great 
English rebellion, and in the succeeding fanatick 
rianarchy, till the king was restored. There is ano- 
?ther very learned schismatical pamphleteer *, who, 
in answer to a malignant libel, called TA^ Presdyfe- 
rian Plea of Merits 4*^. clearly wipes off this asper*- 
«ion, by assuring all episcopal potestants of the 
present church, upon his own word, and to his 
Knowledge, that our brethren the dissenters wiB 
fievcr offer at such an attempt. In like manner, the 
patholicks, when legally required, will openly de<» 
clare, upon their words and honours, that as soon as 
their negative discouragements, and their persecution 
shall be removed, by repealitig the sacramental test, 
they will leave it entirely to the merit of the cause, 

* ViBidicatiaii of the Protestv»t Disseuten, 
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wbetber the kingdom shall tUnk fit to make their 
faith the established religion or not. 

And again, whereas oar presbjterian brethren » in 
many of their pamphlets, take much offence, that 
the great rebellion in England, the murder of the ' 
)dng, with the entire change of religion and govem* 
^lent, are p^epetuaHy objected against them both, in 
and out of «cason, by our common enemy the pre* 
aent conformists ; we do declare, in the defence of 
our said brethren, that the reproach aforesaid is an 
old worn-out threadbare cant, which they always 
iiisdairied to answer : and I very well remember, that 
having once told a Certain conformist, how muph I 
wondered to hear him and hi^ tribe dwelling per|>^ 
' tually on so beaten a subject, he was , pleased to 
4ivert the discourse with a foolish story,, which I 
xannot forbear telling to his disgrace. He said, there 
was a. clergyman in Yorkshire, who, for fifteen 
years together, preached every Sunday against 
iirunkenness : whereat the parishioners being much 
offended, complained to the archbishop; who having 
sent for the clergyman, and severely reprimanded 
hin^, the mipist^r had no better an answer, than by 
confessing the fact; adding, that all the parish were 
xlrunkards; that he desired to reclaim them from 
one vice, before he would begin upon another ; and 
since, they still continued to be as great drunkards ac 
before, he resolved ^o go on, except his grace would 
please to forbid him. 

We are very sensible how heavy an accusation lies 
upon the catbolicks of Ireland ; that some year^ 
.before king Charles II was restored, when theirs and 
.the king's forces were entirely reduced, and the king^ 
dom declared by the rump to be settled ; after ml 
Jhis majesty's generals were forced to fly to France^ 
or other countries, the heads of the said catbolicks, 
who renaained here in an enslaved condition, joined 
to send an invitation to the duke of Lorrain v en* 
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f^&^S^ upon his appearing here with his forces, to 
diver up the whole island to his power, and declare 
him their sovereign; which, after the restoration, 
was proved against them by dean Boyle, since pri- 
mate, who produced the very original instrument at 
the board. The catholicks freely acknowledge the 
fact to be true ; and at the same time appeal to all 
the world, whether a wi^er, a better, a more honour- 
able, or a more justifiable project could have been 
thought of. They were then reduced to slavery and 
beggary by the English rebels, many thousands of 
them murdered, the rest deprived of their estates, 
and driven to live on a small pittance in the wilds 
of Connaught ; at a time when either the rump, or 
Cromwell, absolutely governed the three kingdoms. 
And the question will turn upon this, whether the 
catholicks, deprived of all their possessions, governed 
with a rod of iron, and in utter despair of ever see- 
ing the' monarchy restored, for the preservation of 
which they had suffered so much, were to be blamed 
for calling in a foreign prince of their own religion , 
who had a considerable army tp support them^ rather 
than submit to so infamous a usurper as Cromwell, 
or such a bleody and ignominious conventicle as the 
rump. !And I have often heard not only our friends 
thii dissenters, but even . our common enemies the 
conformists, who are conversant in the history of 
those times, freely confess, that considering the mi- 
serable situation the Irish 'were then in, they could 
not have thought of a braver, or more virtuous at- 
tempt ; by which they might have been instruments 
of restoring the lawful monarch, at least to the ttco* 
▼eiy of England and Scotland, from those betrayersji 
and sellers, and murderers of his royal father. 

To conclude, whereas the last quoted author com- 
plains very heavily and frequently of a brand that 
lies upon them, it is a great mistake : ibr the first 
originaf brand has been long taken oif ; only we cob* 
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fes8 the scar will probably remain, and be visible 
. for ever to those who know the principles by which 
they acted, and until those principles shall be openly 
renounced ; else it must continue to all generations, 
like the mark set upon Cain, which some authors 
say descended to all his posterity ; or like the Ro* 
man nose and Austrian lip, or like the long bag of 
flesh hanging^ down from the gills of the people in 
Piedmont. But as for any brands fixed on schisma- 
ticks for several years past, they have been all made 
with cold iron ; like thieves, who by the benefit of 
the clergy arc condemned to be only burned in the 
hand ; but escaped the pain and the mark by being 
in fee with the jailor. Which advantage the schis-r 
matical teachers will never want, who, as we aret 
assured, and of which there is very fresh instance, 
have the souls, and bodies, and purses of the people^ 
a hundred times more at their mercy, than the cat 
tholick priests could ever pretend to. 

Therefore, upon the whole, the catholicka da 
humbly petition (without the least insinuation of 
threatening) that upon this favourable juncture, their 
incapacity for civil and military employments may b^ 
-wholly taken off, for the very same reasons (besides 
others more cogent) that are now offered by tbeu 
brethren the dissenters. 

And your j^titioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 
pray, &c.*, 
Puhliny Nov. 1733. 

* Ib this controversy the author was agaitt victorious^ Ibr ih^ 
last was not repealed. H' 
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ADVICE TO THE FREEMEN OF THE 
CITY OF DUBLIN, IN THE CHOICE OF 
A MEMBER TO REPRESENT TtiEM IN 
. PARLIAMENT. 1733. 



THOSE few writers, who, since the death of aU 
dcrraan Burton, have employed their pens in giving 
advice to our citizens, how they should proceed in 
electing a new representative for the next sessions* 
havijig laid aside their pens ; I have reason to hope, 
that all true lovers of their country in general, and 
particularly those who have any regard for the pri- 
vileges and liberties of this great and ancient city, will 
think a second, and a third tijne, before they come 
to a £nal determination upon what person, tixty re* 
solve to fix their choice. 

I am told, there are only two per^ns who set up 
for candidates ; one is the present lord mayor ♦, an4 
the other f , a gentleman of good esteem, an alder- 
man of the city, a merchant of reputation, and pos« 
sessed of a considerable office under the crown. The 
question is, which of these two persons it will be 
ipost for the advantage of the city to elect ? 1 have 
but little acquaintance with either, so that my in<* 
quiries will be very impartial, and drawn 9nly from 
the general character and situation of both. 

lu order to this, I must offer W countrymen and 
fellow citizens some reasons why 1 think they ought 
to be more thp ordinarily caret'nl at this juncture, 
Vpon whom they bestow their votes. 

• Hwniph^ French, F. f John Macarall. F* 
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To perfoim this with more clearness, it may be 
proper to give you a short state of our unfortunate 
country. 

We consist of two parties, I do not mean popish 
and protcstant, high and low church, episcopal and 
sectarians, 'whig and tory ; but of those of English 
extraction, who happen to be born in this kiag<K>Ri, 
(whose ancestors reduced the whole nation under the 
obedience of the English crown) and the gentlemen 
sent from the other side, to possess most of the chief 
employments here: this latter party is very much 
enlarged and strengthened by the whole power in the 
church, the law, the army, the revenue, and the civil 
administration deposited in thbir hands : although for 
political ends, and to save appearances, some em^ 
ployments are still distributed (yet gradually in a 
smaller nuntber) to persons born nere : this proceed- 
ing, fortified with good words and many proiplses, 
is sufficient to flatter and feed the hopes of hundreds^ 
who will never be one farthing the better, as they 
might easily be convinced, if they were qualified to 
think at all. 

Civil employments of all kinds have been for se* 
ireral years past, with great prudence, made precari- 
ous, and during pleasure ; by which means the pos* 
sessors are, and must inevitably be, for ever depend- 
' ant : yet those very few of any consequence, which 
being dealt with so sparing a hand to persons born 
among us, are enough to keep hope aiivi in great 
numbers, who desire to mend their condition by the 
favour of those in power. 

Now, my dear fellow citizens^ how is it possible 
you can conceive, that any person , who holds an of^ 
fice of some hundred pounds a year, which may be 
taken finoni him whenever power shall think fit, will,| 
if he should be chosen a member for any city, do the 
least thing when he sits in the house, that he knows 
pr fears may be displeasing to those who ^ave him, 
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or continue liim in that office ? Believe tney these are 
not times to expect such an exalted degree of virtue 
from mortal men. Blazing stars are much more fre- 
quently seen than such heroical worthies. And I 
could sooner hopie to find ten thousand pounds bjr 
^^gging ill my garden, than such a phoenix, by searcb* 
ing among the present race of mankind. 

I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous, as 
well as modem maxim of politicks, in the English 
nation, to take every opportunity of depressing Ire«- 
land ; whereof a hundred instances niay be produced 
in points of the highest importance,, and within th« 
memory of every middle aged man : although many 
of the greatest persons a^itioug that party which now 
prevails, have formerly, upon that aiticle, much di& 
I'ered in their opinion from their present successors^ 

But so the, fact stands at present. It is plain, that 
the court and country party here (I mean in the house 
.of commons) very seldom agree in any thin? but their 
loyalty to his present majesty, their rescHutions to 
make him and his viceroy easy in the government, 
to the utmost of their power, under the present con<* 
dition of the kingdom. But the persons sent from 
England, who (to a trifle) are possessed of the sole 
executive power in all its benches, with their few 
adherents in possession who were hchrn here, and 
hundreds of expectants, hopers,and promises, put on 
' quite contrary notions with regard to Ireland. They 
count upon an universal submission to whatever shall 
be demanded ; wherein they act safely, because none 
of themselves, except the candidates, feel the least of 
ouf pressures. 

I remember a person of distinction, some days ago 
Affirmed in a good deal of mixed company, and of 
both parties, That the gentry from England, who 
now ei^oy our higliest employments^ of all kinds, 
can never be possiblv losers of one farthing by the 
greatest calamities that caa bdbll this kingdoai^ cx^ 
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cept a plague that would sweep away a nnillion of 
our hewers of wood, and drawers of water ; or an 
invasion that would fright our grandees out of the 
Icingdom. For this person argued, that while there 
was a pennj left in the treasury, the civil and the 
military list must be paid ; and that the episcopal re- 
venues, which are usually farmed out at six times 
below the real value, could hardly fait. He insisted 
farther, that as money diminished, the price of all ne- 
cessaries of life must of consequence do so too, which 
would be for the advantage of all persons in employ- 
ment, as well as of my lords the bishops, and to the 
ruin of every body else. Among the company there 
wanted not men in office, beside one or two expect* 
ants ; yet I did not observe any of them disposed to 
return an answer : but the consequences drawn were 
these ; That the great men in power sent hither frona 
thi other side, were by no means upon the same foot 
with his majesty's other subjects of Ireland, They 
had no common ligament to bind them with us; they 
suiiercd not with our sufferings, and if it were possi* 
ble for us to have any cause of rejoicing, they could 
sot rejoice with us. 

Suppose a person, bom in this kingdom, shall hap« 
pen by his services for lihe English interest to have an 
employment conferred upon him worth four hundred 
pounds a year ; and that he has likewise an estate in 
land worth four hundred pounds a' year more ; sup- 
pose him to sit in parliament ; then, suppose a land 
tax to be brought in of five shillings a pound for 'tea 
years ; I tell you how this gentleman will compute. 
He has four hundred pounds a year in land : the tax 
he must pay yearly is one hundred pounds; by 
which, in ten years, he will pay only a thousand 
pounds. But if he gives his vote against this tax, he 
will lose four thousand pounds by being turned out 
of his employment, together with the power arid in- 
•flceace )x<t has, by virtue and colour of his employ- 
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ment; and thus the balance will be against him threo 
thousand pounds. 

I desire, my fellow citizens, you will please to call 
to mind bow many i)ersoB8 you can vouch for among 
your acquaintance, who have so much virtue and 
self*dcnial, as to lose four hundred pounds a year for 
life, together with the smiles and favour of power, 
and the hopes of higher advancement, merely out of 
a generous love of his country • 

The contentions of parties in England are very 
different from those among us. The battle there is 
fought for power and riches ; and so it is indeed' 
among us: but, whether a great employment be 
given to Tom or to Peter, they were both born in Eng- 
land, the profits are to be spent there. All employ- 
jnents (except a very few) are bestowed on the na« 
tives : they do not send to Germany, Holland, Swe- 
den, or Denmark, much less to Ireland, for chancel- 
lors, bishops, judges, or other officers. Their salaries* 
whether well or ill got, are employed at home : and 
whatever their morals or politicks be, the nation is 
not the poorer. 

The house of commons in England have frequently 
endeavoured to limit the number of members, who 
.should be allowed to have employments under the 
crown. Several acts have been made to that purpose* 
which many wise men think are not yet effectual 
enough, and many of them are rendered ineffectual 
by leaving the power of re-election. Our house of 
commons consists, I think, of about three hundred 
members; if one hundred of these should happen to 
be made up of persons already provided for, joined 
with ezpecters, compilers easy to be persuaded, such 
as will give a vote for a friend who is in hopes to get 
Something; if they be merry companions, without 
suspicion, of a natural bashfulness, not apt or able 
to look forward ; if good words, smiles* and caresses^ 

VOL, xuu X 
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ha>r« any power over them, the larger part of i second 
hundred may be very easily brought in at a most 
reasonable rate. 

There is an Englishman* of no long standing 
among us, but in an employment of great trust, 
power, and profit. This excellent person did lately 
publish, at his own expense, a pamphlet printed in 
£ngland by authority, to justify the bill for a general 
excise, or inland duty, in order to introduce that 
blessed scheme among us. What a tender care must 
such an English patriot for Ireland have of our in- 
terest, if he should condescend to sit in our parlia- 
ment? I will bridle my indignation. However, 
tnethinks I long to see that mortal, who would with 
pleasure blow us up all at a blast : but he duly re- 
ceives his thousand pounds a year ; makes his pro* 
gress like a king ; is received in pomp at every 
town t and village where he travels, and shines in 
the English newspapers. 

I will now apply what I have sard to you, my 
brethren, and fellow citizens. Count upon it, as a 
truth next to your creed; that no one person in otHce, 
of which he is not master for life, whether born here 
or in England, will ever hazard th^t office for the 
good of his country. One of your candidates is of 
this kind, and I believe him to be an honest gentle* 
man, as the word honest is generally understood. 
But he loves his employment better than he does 
you, or his country, or all the countries upon earth. 
Will you contribute to give him city security to pay 
faim the value of his employment, if it should be 
taken from him, during his life, for voting on all oc- 



* Edward Thompson, esq., member of parliament for York, 
-and a commissioner of the revenue of Ireland. F. 

t Mr. Thompson was presented with the freedom of sevenJl 
«orpoi«tions in Ireland. F« 
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casions with the honest country i»rty in the house ? . 
although I much question, whether he would do it, 
eren upon that condition. 

Wherefore, since there are but two candidates, I 
intreat you will fix on the present lord mayor. He 
has shown more virtue, more activity, more skill, in 
one year's government of the city, than a hundred t 
years can equal. He has endeavoured, with great 
success, to banish frauds,* corruptions, and all othet 
abuses from among you. 

A dozen such men in power would be able to re* 
form a kingdom. He has no employment under the 
crown; nor is likely to get ^ or solicit for any: his 
education having not turned him that way. I will 
assure for no man's future conduct ; but he who haa 
hitherto practised the rules of virtue witK so much 
difficulty in so great and busy a station, deserves your 
thanks, and the best return you can make him ; ^and 
you, my brethren, have no other to give him; than 
that of representing you in parliament. Tell me not 
of your engagements and promises to another : your 
promises are sins of inconsideration, at best; and you 
are bound to repent and annul them. That gentle* 
man, although with good reputation, is already en** 
gaged, on the other side. He has four hundred 
pounds a year under the crown, which he is too wise 
to part with, by sacrificing so good an estabUshment 
to the empty names of virtue, and love of his country. 
I can assure you, the Drapier is in the interest of 
the present lord mayor, whatever you may be told to 
the contrary. I have lately heard him declare so in 
publick company, and offer some of these very rea-^ 
sons in defence of his opinion ; although he has a 
regard and esteem for the other gentleman, but would 
not hazard the good of the city and the kingdom for 
a compliment. 

The lord mayor's severity to some unfair dealers, 
should not turn the honest men among them against 
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him. Whatever he did, was for the advantage of 
those verj traders, whose dishonest menders he pu« 
nished. He has hitherto heen ahove temptation to 
act wrong; and therefore, as mankind goes, he is 
the most likely to act right as a representative of 
your city, is he constantly did in the government of 
it. 
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SOME CONSIDERATIONS 

MUM BLY OFFERED TO THE RIGHT HONOtTRABLE THK 
LORD MA70R» THE COURT OF ALDERMEN AMD 
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE HONOURABLE CITY 
OF DU^BLlNf IN THE CHOICE OF A RECORDER *« 

J733- 



THE office of recorder to this city beine TRcant hj 
the death of a vtry worthy gentleman; it is said, that 
five or six persons are soliciting to succeed him in the 
employment* i am a stranger to all their persons, 
^nd to most of their characters ; which latter, I hope, 
will at this time be canvassed with more decency, 
than it sometimes happens upon the like occasions, 
Therelbre, as I am wholly impartial, I can with 
more freedom deliver m.j thoughts how* the several 
persons and parties concerned ought to proceed lA 
electing a recorder for this great and ancient city^ 

And fir^t, as it is very' natural, so 1 can by no 
means think it an unreasonable opinion, that the sons 
or near relations of aldern^en, and other deserving 
citizens, should be duly regarded, as proper competiV 
tors for an employment in the city's disposal : pro- 
vided they, be equally qualiiied with other candidates ; 
and provided that such, employments require no mord 
than qomiQon abilities, and (Mammon honestjr* But, 

• On the death of Mr. Stoyto, re-order of the city of Dublin, 
in the yes^r 1733, seTwal gentlemen declared themselves can^ 
didates to succeed him ; upon which the dean wrote the above 
paper, and }Lton Stannard> esq. (a gentleman of great worth 
and honour, and very knowing in Ilis profession) was 
elected F. n \ '^ 
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in the choice of a recorder, the case is entirely differ* 
ent. He ought to be a person of good abilities in his 
calling; of an unspotted. character ; an able practi- 
tioner; one who has occasionally merited of this city 
before : he ought to be of some maturity in years ; 
a member of parliament, and likely to continue so ; 
regular in his life ; firm in his loyalty to the Hanover 
succession; indulgent to tender consciences; but, at 
the same time, a firm adherer to the established 
church. If he be such a one who has already sat in 
parliament, it ought to be inquired of what weight 
he was there : whether he voted on all occasions for 
the good of his country ; and particularly for advanc* 
ing the trade and freedom of this city : whether he 
be engaged in any fiiction, either national or religi- 
ous: and lastly, whether he be a man of courage; 
not to be drawn from his duty by the frown or me- 
naces of power, nor capable to be corrupted by allure* 
ments or bribes.— -These, and many other particulars^ 
are of infinitely more consequence, than that single 
circumstance of being descended by a direct or coU 
lateral line from any alderman, or distinguished dti* 
tea 9 dead or alive. 

There is not a dealer or shopkeeper in this city of 
any substance, whose thriving, less or more, may not 
depend upon the good or ill conduct of a recorder. 
He is to watch every motion in parliament that may 
' the least affect the freedom, trade, or welfare of it. 

In this approaching election, the commons, as they 
are « numerous body, so they seem to be most con- 
cerned in point of mterest; and their interest ought 
^o be most regarded, because it altogether depends 
upon the true interest of the city. They' have no 
private views ; and giving their votes, as I am in- 
lormed, by balloting, they Ue under no awe, or fear 
of disobliging competitors* It is therefore hoped 
that they will duly consider, which of the 4andi^tes 
Is most likely to advance the trade of themselves and 
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their brother citizeoi ; to defend their liberties, both 
in and out of parliament » against all attempts of 
encroachments or optuession. And so God direct 
them in the choice "of a recorder, who may for many 
jneara supply that important office with skill, dili- 
gence, courage, and fidelity* . Afnd let the people 
say, Amen. 
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CONCERNING THAT, UNIVERSAL HA. 
TRED, WHICH PREVAILS AGAINST 
T^IE CLERG^Y. -1736. 



May 24, 1736. 
, t HAVE been long considering and conjecturing, 
what could be the causes ©f that great disgust, of 
latis^ against the clergy of both kingdoms, beyond 
what was ever known, till that monster and tyrant, 
Henry VIII, who took away frona them, against law, 
reason, and justice, at least two thirds ot their legal 
possessions ; and whose successors (except queen 
Mary) went on with their rapine, till the accessioo 
of king James I. That detestable tyrant Henry 
VIII, although he abolished the pope's power in 
England, as universal bishop, yet what he did in that 
article, however just it were in itself, was the mere 
effect of his irregular appetite, to divorce himself 
from a wife he was weary of, for a younger and 
more beautiful woman, whom he afterward be* 
headed. But, at the same time, he Was an entire 
defender of all the popish doctrines, even those which 
were the most absurd. , And, while he put the people 
to death for denying him to be head of the church, 
he burned every offender against the doctrines of the 
Roman faith ; and cut off the head of sir Thomas 
More, a person of the greatest virtue this kingdom 
ever produced, for not directly owning him to be head 
of the church. Among all the princes who ever 
reigned in the world, there there was iiever so infernal 
a beast as Hen'ty VIII, in every vice of the most 
odious kind, without any one appearance of virtue : 
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but cruelty, lust, rapine, and atheism, were his pe- 
culiar talents. He rejected the po^er of the pope 
for no other reason, than to give his full swing 
to commit sacrilege, in which no tyrant, since chris* 
tianity became national, did ever equal him by many 
degrees. The abbeys, endowed with lands by the 
mistaken notion of well disposed men, were in« 
deed too numerous, and hurtful to the kingdom ; 
and therefore the legislature might, after the Kefor- 
mation, have justly applied them to some pious or 
publick uses. 

In a very few centuries after Christianity became 
national in most parts of Europe, although the 
church of Rome had already introduced many cor- 
tuptions in religion; yet the 'piety of early Chris- 
tians, as well as the new* converts, was so great, and 
particularly princes, as well as noblemen and other 
ivealthy, persons, that they built many religious 
houses for those who were inclined to live in a re- 
cluse or solitary manner, endowing those monasteries 
with land. It is true, we read of monks some a^es 
before, who dwelt in caves and cells, in desert places. 
But when public edifices were erected and endowed, - 
they began gradually tod^enerate into idleness, igno- 
rance, avarice, ambition, and luxury, after the 
usual fate of all human institutions. The popes, 
i^ho had already aggrandized themselves, laid hold of 
the opportunity to subject all religious houses, with 
their priors and abbots, to their peculiar authority ; 
whereby these religious orders became of an interest 
directly diiFerent from the rest of mankind, and 
Wholly at the pope's devotion. I need say no moie 
on this article, so generally known and so frequently 
treated, or of the frequent endeavours of some other 
princes, as well as our own, to check the growth^ 
and wealth, and power of the regulars. 

in later times, this mistaken piety, of erecting 
aad endowing ^ abbeys^ begnn to decrease. And 
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therefore, when some oew-i n vented ^ect of monies sod 
friars began to start up, not being able to procure 
grants of land, they got leave from the pope to ap« 
proprlate the tithes and glebes of certain parishes, as 
contiguous or near a« they could fiod^ obliging 
themselves to send put some of their body to take 
€:are of the people's muIs.; and if some of those 
parishes were at too great a distance froni the abbey« 
the monks appointed to attend them were paid, for 
the cure, either a small, stipend of a determined sum, 
or sometimes a third part, or what are now called the 
vicarial tithes. 

As to the church-lands, it hath been the opiiuon 
of many writers, that, in England, they amounted to 
a third part of the whole kingdom. And therefore^ 
if that wicked prince aboverocntioned, when he had 
cast ofF the pope's power, had introduced some re- 
formation in religion, he could not have been blamed 
for taking away the abbey-lands by authority of par- 
liament. But, when he .continued the roost cruel 
persecution of all those who di0ered in the least article 
of the popish religion, which was then the national 
and established faith, his seizing on those lands, 
and applying them to prophane. uses, was absolute 
sacrilege, in the strongest sense of the word ; having 
been bequeathed by princes and pious men to sacred 
uses. ' ■ 

In the reign of this prince, the church and court 
of Rome had arrived to such a height of corruption, 
in doctrine and discipline, as gave great offence to 
many wise, learned, and pious men through most 
partjs of Europe ; and several countries agreed ta 
make some reformation in religion. But,' although 
a proper and just reformation were allowed to be 
necessary, even to preserve Christianity itself, yet the 
passions and vices of men had mingled themselves 
so far, as to pervert and confound all the good en- 
deavours of those who intended well ; .And thus t)i« 
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reformation, in every country where it was attempted^ 
wa» carried on in the most impious and scandalous 
inaaaer that can possibly be conceived. To which 
unhappy proceedings we owe all the just reproaches 
that Komsgi Cathohcks have cast upon us ever since. 
For when the northern kingdoms and states grew 
weary of the pope's tyranny, and when their preachers, 
'beginning with the scandalous abuses of indulgences, 
and proceeding farther to examine several points of 
faith, had credit enough with their princes, wh© 
were in some fear lest such a change might affect 
the peace of their countiries, because their bishbpt 
had great influence on the people by their wealth and 
power ; these politick teachers had a ready answer to 
this purpose : ** Sir, your majesty heed not be in 
any pain or apprehension : take away the lands, 
and sink the authority of the bishops : bestow those 
lands on your courtiers, on your nobles, and your 
great officers in your army ; and then you will be 
secure of the people." This advice was exactly fol- 
lowed. And in the protestant monarchies abroad, 
little more than the shadow of episcopacy is left : 
but, in the republicks^ is wholly extinct. 

In England, the reformation was brought in after 
a somewhat different manner, but upon the same 
principle of robbing the church. However, Henry 
VIII., with great dexterity, discovered an invention 
to. gratify his insatiable thirst for bloody on both 
religions, ****** 
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A NEW PROPOSAL FOR THE BETTER RE. 
GULATION AND IMPROVEMENT Of 
QUADRILLE*. 1736. 

** — Ridiculum acri 
Fortius & melius, &c.** Horn. 1 Sat x. li. 



WHEREAS the nobk game of QuadrUIc bath 
been found, by experience, to be of great use and be- 
nefit to the commonwealth ; particu&rly as it helps to 
kill time J that lies heavy upon our hands ; and to pass 
away life, which seems too long while we have it, 
and too short when we come to part with it : as it 
suppresses all wit in conversation, which is apt to 
turo into scandal ; all politicks, which are offensive 

* Mr. George Faulkner, a very honest, emioeiit printer in 
Dublin, having, at the particular request of Dr. Swift, pub* 
lisbed " A new propofal for the better Regulation and Improve- 
ment of Quadrille,^^ written by Dr. Josiah Horte, then bishop 
of Kilmore, a terwards archbishop of Toam ; Mr. Serjeant 
• Bettesworth, a member of the Irish parliament, made a com* 
jpUint to the house of commons, then sitting. They. voted 
the printer into custody (who was confined closely in prison 
thres days, when he was in a very bad stateof health, and his 
life in much danger), for not discovering the author, at that 
time supposed to be Dr. Swii't, against whom some invectives 
were thrown out by Mr. Bettesworth and ethers ; which occa- 
sion ^d this poem, The Legion Club, and some otheiv in this 
coUe:.tioti. F.— Dr. Horte was made bishop of Kilmore, July 
27, 1727; and translated to Tuam, Jan. 27, 1741. He puN 
llshel a volume of Sermons, 8vo, 1738; and died in \7b2. 
That he was^the author, and Dr. Swift the editor of this little 
treatise, is plain from their respective letters, dated Feb 3S, 
1736-7} and May 12, 1737. N. 

DigitiJed by VjOOQlC 



PROPOSAL FOR THE REGULATION, &C. 25S 

to ministries and governments ; and all readings 
which is injurious to the eyes, especially by candle- 
light : as it deslroys pride effectually, by bringing 
the noble and ignoble, the learned and the ignorant, 
the prude and the coquet, wives, widows, and maids, 
IQ one common level ; giving preference of the best 
place and warmest corner, not according to the fan- 
tastical distinctions of birth, quality, and station, 
but by equal lot : as it is a sovereign cure for animo* 
sities, making people good friends for the time being, 
who heartily hate one another^: as it prevents the 
squabbles, so frequent among other dealers, about 
the weight of gold, and gives the lightest the same 
value and currency with the heaviest ; which is no 
small advantage to the publick. at this juncture^ 
when change is growing so scarce : and to name no - 
more, as it enables the butler to go as fine as hi# 
master, without an increase of wages : 

And whereas, for want of true taste and relish of 
the said noble game, divers ladies are tardy, and 
come late to the rendezvous, being detained by the 
paltry cares of family, or a nap after dinner, or by 
hooking in a few street visits at doors where they cx^ 
pect to be denied, and arc sometimes cruelly bit; 
while the true professors and adcpfs^ who consider the 
shortness of human life and the value of precious 
time, are impatiently waiting for such loiterers, and 
qurse innocent clocks and watches that are forced to 
lie in justification of their tardiness. 

Now, in order to cut off those frivolous pretences, 
and prevent those ill-bred and injurious practices for 
the future ; and to the intent that every, lady may 
have due noti<5eof thi appointed hour; it is hereby 
propos^, that a subscription be set on foot, for 
erecting a square tower in the middle of St. Stephen's 
Green : and that a bell be hung in the same, large 
enough to be heard distinctly over the parishes of 
St. Anne, St. Andrew, and St. Peter ; and,, in calm 
vojL. XIII. z * ' itized by Google 
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evenings, as far as the parish of St. Mary, for the 
benefit of the graduates dwelh'ng there : that the said 
bell, for greater solemnity, shall be christened •, ao 
cording to the rites and ceremonies of the Roman 
church ; and thnt the godfathers shall be K. C. and 
M. J. and the godmothers L. M. and R. £. who 
shall call it The Great Tutu ofQuadri/le : that the said 
bell shall be tolled by the butlers of St. Stephen's 
Green and Dawson Street, in their turns, beginning 
exactly a quarter before six in the evening, and en£ 
ing precisely at six. In the mean time, all the little 
church bells snail cease their babblings, to the end 
Tom may be more distinctly heard. 

And if, upon such legal notice, any lady of the 
party shall not be ready on the spot, to draw for her 
place before the last 'stroke of Tom, she shall lay 
down fiyfi shillings on the table, by way of fine, for 
the use of the poor of the parish, being protestants; 
or, on failure thereof, she shall not handle a card 
that night, but Dunnni/ shall be substituted in her 
room. 

And, that parties may not be disappointed, by 
excuses of a cold or other slight indispositions, when 
it is too late to beat up for a new recruit; it is pro- 
posed, that no such excuse shall be admitted, unless 
the same be certified under the hand of some graduate 
phyjican, Dr. Richard T ■ always excepted: 

and for want of such certificate, the defaul tress to be 
amerced, as aforesaid, at the next meeting. And it 
is f«r: her proposed, that the said great Tom shall be 
tolled a quarter before eleven precisely ; after which, 
no pool shall be made, to the intent that the ladies 
may have a quarter of an hour for adjusting their 
ptay-purses, and saying their prayers : and, in the 
ahsence of the butler who is to be the bell hour for 
•the night, it may be lawful tor a footman to snufl* 

* The HrKi are christened by the Papists. F. 
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the candles over the ladies' shoulders ; provided he 
be a handsome well-dressed young fellow, with a 
clean shirt and rufH^s, 

N.B, That Tom is not to toll on Sundays, with- 
out special license from the parish minister ; and this 
not till divine service is over. 

And whereas frequent disputes- and altercations 
arise in play bctwcei^ ladies of distinction, insomuch 
that a by-Stan dcr may plainly perceive that they pu!l 
coifs in their hearts^ and part with such animosity, 
that nothing but the sovereign reconciler Quadrille 
could bring them to meet again in one house ; it is 
humbly proposed, for the benefit of trade, that, 
when a question cannot be decided by the company, 
the same shall be immediately set down in writing 
by the lady who can write the best English ; and 
that the case, being thereby stated, and attested by 
both parties, shall, together with the fee of one fish 
ad iatorem^ be laid before the renowned Mr. sergeant 
Bettesworth, who shall be appointed arbitrator gene- 
ral in all disputes of this kind ; and shall, moreover, 
have sufficient power and authority to give damages 
for all opprobrious languages : and especially for all 
hints, squints, innuendoes, leers, and shrugs, or 
other muscular motions of evil signification, by 
which the reputation of a lady may be affected, on 
account of any slip or miscarriage that may have hap« 
pencd within twenty years last past. 

And, if any lady should find herself aggrieved by 
the decisioQ of the said Mr. Bettesworth, it shall be 
lawful for l^r to remove her cause, by appeal, be- 
fore the Upright Man in Essex-street, who, having 
nev^r given a corrupt judgment, may be called, next 
after his holiness at Kome, the only infaltible jud^c 
upon earth ; and the said Upright Man's dcterminai- 
nation shall be final and conclusive to all parties. 

And forasmuch as it appears, by experience, that 
this beneficial branch of commerce cannot well be 
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carried on without entries to be made in writing, 
ivhich, by their great number, might occasion over- 
sights and mi^ takes, without some prudent restric- 
tion ; it is humbly proposed, that all appointments, 
made lor any longer time than three -months to 
come, shall be declared utterly null and void : and 
In case a lady should happen, upon the day prefixed 
within that term, to be in labour, or to be no 
longer than one week brought to bed ; or if, for the 
unscrasonable hours, her husband should withhold 
her pin- money, or chain her by the leg to the bed- 
post ; she shall incur no penalty for her nonappear- 
ance, their being no doubt of her good inclination. 
• But no plea of a husband newly buried, or of 
weeds delayed by a mantua-raaker, or any other 
matter of mere fashion or ceremony^ shall be in any 
wise admitted. . 

An3, to the intent that no breach of faith may 
pass unpunished, it is proposed, that the lady 
making default shall, at the next party-meeting, take 
the chair nearest the door, or agamst a cracked 
pannel in 'the wainscot, and have no skreen at her 
back, unless she shall give her honour that her me- 
morandum paper was casually left in, her folio Com- 
mon Prayer-book at church, arid that she only pe- 
rused it there during the collect : in which case her 
punishment shall be respited till the next meeting, 
where she shall product the same, and vouch it to be 
the true original. 

And lastly, because it sometimes happens that a 
party is broken, and a hand wanting, by misnomf:r\ 
and other blunders of servants carrying messages; 
it is proposed, that the servajjt so offending, if it be 
a valet de chamhre^ shall wiit in a common livery for 
the space of one mon/h ; and if he be *a footman, 
the booby shall be tossed in a blanket in the middfe 
of Stephen's Green. 

• Wrong iiaiBC. S* ^ ^ 
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THE SUBSTANCE OF WHAT WAS SAID 
BY THE DEAN OF ST. PATRICK'S TO 
THE LORD MAYOR AND SOME OF 
THE ALDERMEN OF DUBLIN; 



WHEN HIS LORBSHIP CAME TO PRESENT THE SAFD 
DEAN WlTir HIS FREEDOM IN ▲ GOLD BOX^ 
A90UT THE YEAR 1736. 



WHEN his lordship bad said a few words^ and 
preeeiHed the instrument, the Dean gently put it baclf:, 
and desired first to be heard. He said, ^* He wss 
much obliged to his lordship and the city for the 
honour they were going to do. him ;. and which, as 
he was informed, they had long intended him : 1 hyt 
it was true, this honour was mingled with a little 
mortification, by the delay which attended it ; but 
which, however, he did not impute to bis lordship or 
the city : and that the mortification was the less, be- 
cause he would willingly hope the delay was founded 
on a mistake ; for which opinion he would tell his 
reason," He said, ** It was well known, that some 
time. ago, a person with a title was pleased^ in two 
great assemblies, to rattle bitterly somebody without 
a name, under the injurious appellation ot a tory,. a 
Jacobite, an enemy to king George, and a libeller of 
the government; which character," the Dean said, 
*' many people thought was applied to him : but he 
was unwilling to be of that opinion, bec&usethe per-, 
son who had delivered those abusive words hud, for 
several ycsgr^^ caressed and courted and solicited lv& 
z% itized by Google 
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friendship, more than any man in athtr kingdom had 
ever done ; by inviting him to his house in town and 
country, by coming to the Deanery. of ten, and cailiog 
or sending almost every day when {he Dean was sick, 

' with many other • particnlars of the same nature, 
which continued even to a day or' two of the time, 
when the said person made those invectives in the 

' council and house of lords. Therefore, that the 
Dean would by no means ^hink those scurrilous 

'wocds could be intended against him;> because. such 

, a proceeding would overthrow all the principles of 
honour, justice, religion, t^utb, and e\ea common 
humanity. Therefore the Dean will endeavour to 
believe, that the said person had some other object 
in his thoughts; and it was only the uncharitable 
custoni of tne world that applied this character to 
him. However, that he would insist on this argu- 
ment no longer : but one thing he would affirm and 
declare, without assigning any name or making any 
exception, That, whoever either did, or does, or shall 

' hereafter at any time, charge him with the character 
of a Jacobite, an enemy to king George, or a libeller 
of tbe goviernmtnt, the said* accusation was, ia^ and 
will be false, malicious, slanderous, end altogether 

' groundless. And he would take the freedom- to tell 
his lordship, and the rest that stood by, that he had 
done more service to the Hanover title, and more dis^ 

^service to the pretender's cause, than forty thousand 
of those noisy, railing, malicious, empty zealots, to 

^"Alydm 4iature has denied any talent that could be of 
use to God or their country, and \dh them only the 
gift of revi-ling, and spitting their venom, against all 
who differ from them in their destructive principles, 
both in church and state. That he confessed, it was 
sometimes his misfortunjc to dislike some thmgs in 

• publick proceedings in both kingdoms, wherein he 

' had often the honour to. agree with wise and good 
men ; but this did by no means afi^t either his loy- 
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^ty to bis. prince, or lore to his country. But, q« 
the cantthxy^ he proccsted that «uch dislikes, aever 
arose in him from any other principles, than the doty 
ke owed to the king, and his aftccdon to the king- 
dom. That he had been acqvtinted withxourta and 
.ministers k>ng enough, axid knew too wdl.tiiiat the 
best ministers might mistakeiiin. pointe of, great .im- 
portance ; and thai hb haol tliirikQiiOBi io know many 
more able, and at least f^u'faoaest, a&a&y can beat 
present.'^ The Dean farther said^ *^ Ihat since.be 
bad been sa f^lsMi^ icpresenite^^ iie thought it beoame 
bitn to gtjve some accoodtoifi himself for above twenty 
years, it it Weoe only toi justify lus lordship and the 
city for the? honour xheymir^ Igou^g *o .do him. *' He 
related bru^&j howy **:.m«loiy .{jy : hisi oim *:j)Gr60Qal 
credit; Without other usststttnce^oawi ho two journeys 
at bisexpenftOihe. hsad'/praiiofcfd agnmt of (the first* 
fr uits.-to 4he<'d^rgy, in' lihoihaite:'q«een's tiiho; for 
which he thou^ bJ& 'iteserried; A>$pnf gentle treatment 
from 'hi» brethD^ t ' H£bati^ ^iunng hlh: the todminiislrft- 
tion o^tbeLM^d :mioiqki9Ki fatiUad:becs»avOon6l!ant'<ad« 
Tocate for those whoraser*cidled.tfae wtbigs ; had kept 
many of them in theiFesBpibyinaots^ both in Englaflrd 
imd/hem^.and 'somis> who iiiwra Jafttuwavd die fiiit to 
iiftpp their hoiU against kmiwVc . He rejected a Harfe 
upon the -severe trentnibnt he hgd met witii upon (bis 
return^toiIraUnd after, .hor ma je^y's .death, and for 
some years after: .^^Tbatybciog ibscbd to live re- 
tired, he cpuld think of;no better wHy to do publick 
service, than by eihpk^ag all the ilttk >mone^. he 
could save, and lending it, without JnteiueBt, in small 
^ums, to poor indnstriods tradesmen, without ex- 
Mciitiing their party ot) theip:£uth. And God had 
so far pleased to bless hi^ endeavours^ that his managers 
tell him he has recovered above two hundred families 
in this city frpm ruin, and placed most of them in a 
comfortable way of life." The Dean related how 
much he had suffered in his purse, and with what 
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hazard to his liberty, by almost iniquitous judg'e; 
who, to gratify hit ambition and rage of party, had 
coodcmned an innocent book, written with no worse 
a design, than to persuade the. people of this king- 
dom to wear their. jown manufactures.; How the 
f aid jtxdge had endtavolu^ed to get a jury to bis mind ; 
but they proved so honest, that he was forced to keep 
them eleven ho«ura» >abd send them back' qine timesy 
uodlatlast theywcK' codipieiled to leave the printer 
to the mercy of tba court ;.. and the Dean tiras forped 

.'to procure a noU pnseqtn 'froof a noble . parson, ihen 
.scerctary of state^ who had) been histoid friend. The 
Dean then freely oiftnfesM4 himself to^be the author 
of thoae bodks caUed /«^^li be Drapier's Letters ; ' ' anid 
spoke gently of the proobmatfopv 'oJTeTihg three hun« 
dfed.pamids to dncoyanUieiavriter. , He said, ^* That 
although 1 a icerraia ipcoBm rwaa ^ pUased tc| / siention 
tiboM books ift>»^lighlf mdaner at, a pbbUck assembly, 
y^tihe (the Dcan^^ad:lcaniffd to fc^icveV ^hat there 
wrereiientbousaild fpionejin theLkiogdom^wJHQ dificred 

>fGom.that pecsoo : 'atedlthi people loffin^nd, who 
ha;d lever hea]]d.o£.thdixihl;be09j;aa'weil ais to. Ftance» 
were all of the iame:iypiiiiQB«'-f i-j j .. / v^ : 
:The Dean ^ntnttoned' eeiiKrai .oth^ particulars, 

. foroe of which thosb' from wdobpi I h&dtbe account 
ooukl not recoUecti'iand othcBs^ although of great 
consequence* perhaps bis enemies would sot allow 
him.' . TheDran pondudeil with acknowledging to 
have expiessed his wishes, ithatan inscription might 

. have been .graven on the box,, showing some reason 
why the city, thought fit ^o do bim that honour, 
which was much out of the common forpis to a per- 
son in a private station ; ; those distinctiona being 

. usually made only to chief governors^ orper^on*^ in 
very high employments* 
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A PROPOSAL FOR GIVING BADGES. TO 
THE BEGGARS IN ALL THE PARISHES 
OF DUBLIN*. 



Apnl 22, 1737. 

IT has been a general complatnt» that the poor« 
house (especially since the new cofistitution l^ act of 
parliament y has been of no beneBt to this dty, for 
the ease' of which it was wholly intended. 1 had the 
honour to be a member' of it many years before it 
was new modelled by the legislature ; not from any 
personal regard, but merely as oftc of the two deans, 
who are of course put into most commlsRons that 
relate to the city ; and i hav^c likewise the honour to 
have been' left out of several commissions upon the 
score of party, in whidh my predecessors time oufof 
^ mind have always been members. 

The first cocnmidsion was madesp of about fifty 
persotis, which were, the lord maybr, aldermen, and 
sheriiFs, and^some few othiiir citizens ; the jud^s, the 
two archbishops, the tW6 <feans of the city, aiid one 
or two more gentlemen. And I mu&t confeis'my 
opinion, that the dissolving of the* old cbmmisiiioto, 
and establishing a new one of near three time# the 
number, have been the great c^use of rendering so 
good a design not only useless, but a grievance in- 
stead ot a benefit to the city. In the present com* 
mission all the city clergy are included, bes^es a 
great number of squires ; not only those who reside 

• See in vol. X\l. p. 273, a former propose to the samA 
oflfcct. N. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



262 A PROPOSAL FOR GTVINO 

in Dublin and the neighbourhood, but several wba 
live at a great distance, and cannot possibly have the 
least concern for the advantage of the pity. 

At the few general meetings, that I have attended 
since the new establishment, I observed ver^ little 
was done except one or two acts of extreme justice, 
which I then thought night as well have been spared; 
and 1 have found the court of assistants usually taken 
up in little wrangles about coachmen, and adjusting 
^counts of meal and small beer; which however 
necessary, might sometimes have given place to niiat^ 
ters of much greater moment ; I mean some schemes 
recommended to the general board for answering the 
chief ends in erecting and establishing such a poor- 
faouKy and endowing it with so considerable a reve- 
nue; and the principal end I take to have been that of 
maintaining the poor and orphans of the city, where 
the parishes are; not able to do it ; and clearing the 
streets from all stroller, foreigners, and sturdy beg- 
farsy with which, to the universal complain^ and ad- 
miration, Dublin is more infested since the establish- 
ment of the poor-house, than it was ever known to 
be since its first erection. 

As the whole fund for supporting this hospital is 
rais^ only from the inhabitants of the city ; so there 
can be hardly any thing more absurd than to see it 
misemployed in o^intaining foreign beggars, and 
bastards, or orphans of farmers, whose country land- 
lords never contributed one shilling toward their sup- 
port. I would engage, that half this revenue, if 
.employed with common care, and no very great dc- 
*gree of common honesty, would maintain all the real 
objects of charity inthis city, except a small number 
of original poor in every parish, who might, without 
being burdensome to the parishioners, find a tolerable . 
support. 

, 1 have for some years past applied myself to several 
lord mayors, and the late archbishop of Dublin, for 
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I remedy to this evil of foreign beggars ; and they 
all appeared ready to receive a very plaiA proposal, I 
nnean th»*»t of badgtng the original poor of every 
parish who begged in the streets ; that the said beg- 
gars should be confined to their own psrishes; that 
they should wear their badges well sown upon one of 
their shoulders, always visible^ on pain of being 
whipped and turned out of town ; or whatever legal 
punishment may be thought proi>er and effectual. 
But, by the wrong way of thinking in some clergy-* 
mei], and the indifference of others, this method wat 
perpetually defeated, to their own continual disquiet^ 
which they do not ill deserve; and if the grievance 
affected only them, it would be of less consequence ; 
because the remedy is in their own power x but all 
streetwalkers and shopkeepers bear an equal share in 
its hourly vexation. 

I never heard more than one objection against this 
expedient of badging the poor, and confining their 
walks to their several parishes. The objection was 
this;' What shall we do with the foreign beggars? 
must they be lett to starve? I answered^ No; but 
they must be driven and whipped out of town ; and 
let the next country parish do as they please, or 
rather, after the practice in Engiand, send them frona 
ene paHsh to another, until they reach their own 
homes. By the old laws of England, still in force, 
every parish is bound to maintain its own poor ; and 
the matter is of no such consequence in this point as 
some would make it, whether 4l country parish be 
rich or poor. Jln the remoter and poorer parishes of 
the kingdom, all necessaries for life proiicr for poor 
peoj>le arc comparatively cheaper ; I mean butter- 
milk, oatmeal, potatoes, and other vegetables; and 
every farmer or cottager, who is not himself a beg- 
gar, can spare sometnnes a sup or a morsel, not worth 
the fourth part of a farthing, to an indigent neigh- 
bour of bis own parish, who is disabled from work. 
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A beggar native of the parish is known to the ^uiref 
to the church minister, to the popi^ priest, or the 
conventicle teacher, as well as to cveiy farmer : he 
has generally some relations able to live» and con- 
tribute something to his maintenance. None of 
which advantages can be reasonably expected on a 
removal to places where he is altogether unknown. 
If he be not quite maimed, he and his trolU and litter 
of brats (if he has any) jnay get half their 8up|K>it 
by doing some kind of work in their power» and 
thereby be less burdensome to the people* In short, 
all necessaries of life grow in thf coun^, and not 
in cities, and are cheaper where they grow ; nor is it 
equitable that beggars should put us to the charge of 
giving them victuals, and the carriage too. 

But when the'spirit of wandering takes him, at- 
tended by his females and their equipage of children, 
he becomes a nuisance to the whole country ; he and 
his females are thieves, and teach the trade of steal* 
ing to their brood of four years old ; and if his in- 
firmities be counterfeit, it is dangerous for a single 
person unarmed to meet him on the road. He 
wanders from one country to another, but still with 
a view to this town, where be arrives at last, and 
enjoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 

I do not wonder, that the country squires should 
be very willing to send up their colonies; but why 
the city should be content to receive them, is beyond 
my imagination. 

If the city were obliged by their charters to main* 
'tain a thousand beggars, they could do it cheaper by 
eighty per cent, a hundred miles off, than in this 
town, or in any of*its suburbs. 

There is no village in Con naught, that in propor- 
tion shares so deeply, in the daily increasing miseries 
of Ireland, as its capital city ; to which miseries thtre 
hardly remained any addition^ except the peroetual 
swarnis of ioffetgn beggars, who might be bamdied 
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!n a montby tvkhoyt expcsise^ and with vtiy Ihtie 
trouble, ^ 

As I am persoaafly acqtiatfited with a grfcat nttm* 
ber of street beggars, I £nd some wea^ attempts have 
been made in one or t!^o parishes to promota the 
wearing of badges; and my firsi qaestion to those 
•who ask an alms is, •* Where it your badge?" 1 
have, in several years, met with aboot a dozen who( 
were ready to proilucc them, some out of their 
pockets, others from under thdr coat, and two or 
thre^ on their shoulders, only covered with a sort of* 
capes, which they could lift up or let down upo» 
occasion, lliey are too lazy to work; they arc not 
afraid to steal, nor ashamed to beg ; and yet are too 
proud to be seen with a badge, as many of them 
have confessed to me, ^nd not a few in ytry injurious 
termSj particularly the females.^ They all k>ok upoa 
such an obligation as a high inciignity done to theif 
office. I appeal to all indifferent people, whether 
such wretches deserve to be relieved. As to myself, I 
must confess, this absurd insolence has so affected 
me, that for several years past I have not disposed of 
one single farthing to a street beggar, nor intend to 
do so until I see a better regulation ; and I have en^^ 
deavourcd to persuade all my brother walkers to fol- 
low my example, which most of them assure m6 
they do. For, if beggary be riot able to beat out 
pride, it cannot deserve charity. However, as to 
persons in coaches and chairs, they bear but little of 
the persecution we suffer, and arc witling to leave h 
entirely upon us. 

To say the truth, there i« not a more undeserving 
vicious race of human kind, than the bulk of those 
who are reduced to beggary, even in this beggarly 
country. For, as a great part of our publick miseridi 
is originally owing to our own faults i^but what those 
fault<5 ate, I am grown by experienco too weary to 
mention) so I am conjgdent, that among the meaner 
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people, nineteen in twenty of those who are reduced 
to a starving condition, did' not become so by what, 
the lawyers call the work of Go<i, either upon their 
bodies or goods ; but merely from their own idleoess, 
attended with all manner of vices, particularly drunk- 
enness, thievery, and cheating. 

Whoever inquires, as I have frequently done from 
those who have asked me an alms, what was their 
former course of life, will find them to ha\ * beca 
servants ih good families, broken tradesmen, la« 
bourers, cottagers, and what they call decayed house- 
keepers; but (to use their own cant) reduced by, 
losses and crosses, by which nothing can be under** 
stood but idleness and vice. 

As this Is the only christian country where peo* 
pie, contrary to the old maxim, are the poverty, and 
not the riches of the tuition ; so the blessing of in- 
crease and multiply is by us converted into a curse ': 
and, as marriage has been ever countenanced in all 
free countries, so we should be less miserable if it 
were discouraged in ours, as far as can be consistent 
with Christianity. It is seldom known in England, 
that the labourer, the lower mechanick, the servant, 
or the cottager, thinks of marrying, until he has saved 
up a stock of nioney sutiicient to carry on his bust« 
jiess ; nor takes a wife without a suitable portion ; 
and as seldom fails of making a yearly addition to 
that stock, with a view of providing fbr his children. 
But in this kingdom the case is directly contrary ; 
where many thousand couples are yearly married, 
whose whole united fortunes, bating the rags on 
their backs, would not be sufficient to purchase a 
pint of buttermilk for their wedding supper, nor 
have any prospect of supporting their honourable 
state, but by service, or labour, or thievery. Nay, 
their happine&s is often deferred until they nnd credit 
«to borrow, or cunning to steal a shilling to pay their 
popish priest, or infamous couple-beggar.^ Surely np 
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miracnlcms portion of wisdom would be required to 
find some kind of remedy against this destructive 
eTi), or at least not to draw the consequences of it 
upon our decaying city, the greatest part whereof 
must of course in a few years become desolate or in 
ruins. 

In all other nations, that are not absolutely bari^ 
barousy parents think themselves bound , by the law of 
nature and reason, to make some provision for their 
•children ; but the reason" ofiPered by the inhabitants of 
Ireland for marrying, is, that tbey may have children 
to maintain them wh^ they grow old, and unable 
to work. 

I am informed, that we have been for some time 
past extremely obliged to England for one very be* 
mefiiual branch of commerce ; tor it seems, they are 
^rown so gracious as to transmit us continually co» 
lontes oi beggars, in return for a million of money 
they receive yearly from hence. That I may give no 
-offence, I profess io mean real English beggars in the 
•Ikeral meaning of the word, as it is usually under«- 
fitood by; protestants. It seems the justices of the 
peace and parish officers in the western coasts t>f 
vEn^anid^ Haye a j2;ood'wbile'follQwed the trade of ex- 
porting, hither their supernumeiary beggars, in order 
ito adyapce. the English pr6testant interest among us ; 
imd tfaesc'they are so kind as to. send over gratis^ and 
^ufcy free. 1 have had the honour more, than once 
.%0 attend large cargoes of them from Chester to Dul>- 
-Ijn ;. aiid I was then so ignorant as to give my opi- 
nion^ that ouf'Clty should recei^ve them into Bride- 
well, and after a month's residence, having been well 
whipped twice a day, fed with bran and water, and 
.put to hard labour, they should be returned honestly 
baek with thanks, as cheap as they came : or, if that 
were, not approved of, 1 proposed^ that whereas one 
iil^ghshman is allowed to be of equal intrinsick value. 
i^h4 iivitht born in Ireland, we should, in justice^ 
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t«cunt them a doKco lor oacy to diiipose ^ as ^Mf 
pleafte. 

^ As to the luttive poor of this city, there would 1m 
little or no damage in confimng them to ^eir several 
parishes* For mstance : a beggar of the pari^ of 
St, Warburgh's, or aay other parish here, if he. be aa 
obje<^ of, compas^ioii, has an equal chance to receive 
bis proportion of alms from..every churitabie JMuds 
because the inhabitants, one or other, waHc thro«i^ 
cverjr street in town, and give their alms mthoat con- 
sidering the place,- wherever they think ittnsy be wdl 
disposed of: and these hdps, added to wkat tfacj set 
' in eatables by going from house to house amoag Sic 
{[entry and citizens, will, without being very bardeii* 
••omet be aufficient to keep them alive. 

It is true, the poor of the suburb pacasheswiU oot 
4ave altotgether the same advantage, because they are 
iiot equally, in the road of businesa and passefigers: 
but here it is to be considered, that the be^aiQB there 
liave not no good a title to pabiick cbart^, ^because 
•9B0st of them are strollers from the coaotry, an^ coafr** 
pose a principal part of that great laulsaaoe which vie 
fidght to remove. 

I ahould be apt to think, that lew things caa be 
more irksome to a city mimstery than anuniber^ 
beggars which do not bdoagto his district; ^vhoi* 
be has no obii^ion ta take care of^ who are no pait 
of his flock, and who take the bread oat of tte m<mtba 
of those to whom it properly belongs. When I tnea^ 
^ioa this abuse to any minister - of « city pariih, be 
usually lays the fauh upon the beadles^ who,he«iyi^ 
are bribed by the foreign beggars; and, aa those 
beadles often keep al^ousea^ they^fiiid their aiccomift 
in such customers. This evil might easily be feoie- 
diod, if the parishes would make some small addilioa 
to the salaries of beadles, arid be morecateful in the 
choice of those officers. But I conceive there is <hr 
.eftectual method ia the power ^f cfeiy inktistef ta 
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put in. practice ; { mean, by making it the interest of 
all his.own original poor to drive out intruders ; for, 
if the- parisl^ beggars were absojutely foi*bidden by 
the minister and church officers ta suffer strollers to 
come into the parish, upon pain of themselves nqt 
bei.ng,pern»i(te4 to beg alrns at the charch doors, or 
at. t& house^ and shops of the ihhabiranls» they 
would pfeyent interlopers more e^ectually than twenty 
beadle^; :/ » •' . 

,. i»Ai>d,Jb^re,fi q^nnol b^t t^kc Qpticc of the great hi" 
dlsf^f^ioo. pi our city shopkeepers, who sutiier thqir 
(loafft ta t^ijdaily besieger! by crqwds of beggars (as 
th'^i'j^tqs of ,a,lord are by duns):^o .the great /lijgnst 
,aBd.>vexatioo,{Of mai;iy,9)istQmerSf «wbo i have fre- 
quently observed' to > go ^. other shops, rather than 
^ff^r such a persecution^ which> might easily be 
avoided, if ,00 foreign, beggars wc^-« allowed to infest 
. themM^-i 

Wherefore Idp assert, that the shopkeeper,, who 
^rq the grcatpstCQnfvpljimcrs of this gi;ievan<;e^ lament- 
ing that for livery customer they are worriqd by fifly 
b4ggarv4o V6|ry well de|}ervs.whAt they su^ff, when 
>an apprentice with a horsewhip is -able to l^sh fi^jtry 
l^ggarfFom the fhop, w)io is not of the pafisb, - and 
does not vifv th^ badg^,pf that papsli on hjs shoulder, 
well fastened, andffi^rly visible; and if tl?is practice 
were ruaiversaljn .every house to all the sii|C<}y va- 
grants, we should in,a.tew weeks clear the town of 4U 
mendicants, fixcepf^ those wlu> have a proper pt}c to 
our charity : as ibr the aged an4 infirm, it .would 
be suifi cleat to give theai nothing, and then they 
must starve, or follow their brethren. 

it was the city that first endowed thi| hospital ; 
and those who afterward contributed, as they were 
such who g(;,nerally inhabited here, so they intended 
what they, gave to he for the use of the city's poor. 
The revcoucs, which Fiave since been rai^cil by par- 
liament^ 4ire wholly paid by the city, without .the kast 
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chai'ge vpon dny other part' of the kiogddm; anfl 
therefore nothing couU! more defeat the 'original 
design, than to misappljr those revenues on strolling 
beggars bt bastards from the countiy^ which bears no 
shtire in the charges we are at, 
* If some of the outparishes be overbtirdentd wiA 
poor, the reason must be, that the greatest partci 
those i>oor are strollers from the country, wbo oesde 
themselves where they can find the cheapest iodgings, 
*and from thence Infest cveiy part ttC* liie'town^; out 
•6f which they oiight to be whipped a^ a a nactfst t nsuf'- 
'fbrable nuisance, ^bein^ nothing else 'bat'a profligate 
ehn of thieves, drunlcards, heathens-, and "whore- 
'mongers, fitter to be rooted out of the face o# the 
earthy than sufFeVed to Icv^ a vast annual tax upon 
llic city ;' which shares too deep in the pubii<A 
miseries^ brought on us by, the oppressions we fie un- 
der from our neighbours, our brethren, our coilntry- 
•mcn, our fellow-protestahts, and fellow-subjects. 
' Sonie f tfne ago I was appointed one of a conatAhtec 
-to ln<^nire into the state of the workhousef; where we 
foufld tttotu diarity' was bestowed by a gircat person 
for a ceffatn time, which iii its consequences operated 
vtfry much to the detrinieht 6f the house; for, when 
the titiit was elajised, ; a!7 those who Were -supported 
by tfaUt chanty, ^oiifitiiied on the saLme foot with the 
• rest oh the foundation * and being generally a pack 
of profligate, vagabond wretdhfes from several parts 
df^thfc Itingdom, corrupted al! Ae rest ; so partial, 
or tr'eateberous, or interested, or ignorant, or mis- 
taken, are* generally all rtcommeriders, not only to 
employments, but eveH tb bharity itself. 

I know it is complained of, that the difficulty of 
driving foreign beggars out of the city is charged 
upon the drawers (as they are called) who And tlieir 
•accounts best in the suffering those vjigrants to toU 
low their trade though every p^irt of the town. But 
this abuse might easily be remedied, and very mucL to 
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the advantage of the whole city, if better salaries were 
given to those ^ho execute that office in the several 
parishes^ and would make it their interest to clear 
the toilr|}•oi^ those caterpillars, rather than hazard the 
loss of an employment that would give them an 
honest ]ivdihopd« But, if that should fail, yet a 
general resolution of never giving charity to a street 
beggar out of his own parish, or without a visible 
badee, would infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 

1 here is generally a vagabond spirit in beggars, 
iwhich^ughtto be discouraged and severely ^punished. 
Jt is owing to the: same caust& that drove them into 
poverty; 1 mean, idleness, drunkenness, and rash 
marriages, without the least prosjAct of teiipporting.a 
family by honest endeavours, which never oimtrinto 
their thouglits. It is observed,.. that hardly one beg>» 
gar:iii twenty looks upon himself to be relieved b^y.rcy 
ceiviiig bread, or other food j and they have in this 
towxL been'.frcqocntly . seen, to pour out of their 
ptt<iber9 good broth^ ihat has been given them, intb 
the keifcnel ; Jieithar do* they. much, regard clothes, 
iinJcBSito..seU ibnp ; for theiri iiags are part of their 
.tools wkh^ 'which they work : they want only ale, 
brandy,* rand other strong liquors, which camkot be 
-bad iirithout money; ^i^^ money, as they coaoeive, 
. always abotiods in the metropolis. 

J had some other thoughts to offer upon thif sub* 
ject^ . Bol as I am a desponder in my nature, and 
ira^vic tolerably well discovered the disposition of oar 
people,' who never will move a step toward easing 
tbemseU'es from any one single grievance ; it will be 
tboDght, that I have ali^eady said too much, and to 
little or no purpose, which has often been the fate or 
fortune of the writer. 

J. SWIFT. 
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CHARACTER OF DR. SHERIDAN, 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR I73S. 



DOCTOR Thomas Sheridan died at Ratkfaniam 
<the tenth of October 17389 at three of the clock 
jn the afternoon : his diseases were a dropsj and 
asthma. He was doubtless the best instructor of 
•youth. in these kingdoms, <»* perhaps in Europe; 
^^d as great a master of the Greek and Roman lan^ 
guages. He had a very fruitful, invention, and a 
talent for poetry. His English verses wece full <^ 
/witfand humour, but neither his prose nor vefae saf^ 
iiciently correct : however, he would readily submit 
,to any. friend who had a true taste in prose otr verse* 
He has. left behind him a very great coUectiAO^ in 
several volumes, of stories, humorous, witty » wise, 
or son&e way useful, gathered from a vast number of 
, Greek, Roman, Italian, Spanish, French^ and Eng- 
lish writers. I believe I may have seen about thirty, 
.l^e* enough to make as many moderate bo^ks in 
octavo. But among these extracts, there were many 
not worth regard ; for five or six, at least, Were of 
little use or entertainment. He was (as it is fre- 
.quentlytbe case in men of wit and learning) what 
the French call a dupe^ tmd in a very high degree. 
The greatest dunce of a tradesman could impose upon 
him, for he was ahogether ignorant in worldly ma« 
nagementi His chief shining quality was that of a 
schoolmaster ; here he shone in his proper element. 
He had so much skill and practice in the physiogno- 
my of boys, that he rarely mistook at the first view. 
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His scholars loved arid feared him. He often ra- 
ther chose to shame the stupid, but punish the itlle, 
and expose them to all the lad$, which was more 
severe than lashing. Among the gentlemen in this 
kingdom who have any share of education, the scho- 
lars o^ Dr. SharidBA infinitely excel, in. number and 
knowledge, all their brethren sent from other schools* 
To look on the Doctor in some ' other lights, he 
wts ioi many things very mdiscceet, to say no worse. 
He acted like too many clergymen, who are in haste 
.to be married when very young; and from hence 
proceeded all the miseries of his life. The portion 
he got ptoved to. be just the reverse of 5Pol, for he 
iras poorer by ft thousand: so many incumbrances of 
a mother-in-law, and poor relations, whonv he w«8 
forced to support for many years. Instead of breed- 
ing up his daughters to housewifery and pkin clotkea, 
lie got them, at a gr^sat expense, to be clad like kdieti 
\vho had pipiUifiil fortunes; made them only karn 
to sing and daince, to draw and design, to give them 
|rkh Nike, 4lid other fopperies ; and his two eldest 
W^f^ marrirdi without his consent, to young lads 
-whp had nothing to settle on them^ . However, he- 
had one son, whom the Doctor sent to Westminster 
school, although he could,ill afford it. The boy was 
there immediately taken notice of, upon examina^ 
tion ; although a mere stranger, he was by pure 
jnetit elected a king's scholar. It is true their main- 
tenance falls something short : the Doctor was then 
&o poor, that he could not add fourteen pounds, to 
enable the boy to finish the year ; which, if he had 
done, he would have been removed to a higher class, 
and, in another year, would have been ^pcd off (that 
38 the phrase) to a fellowship in Oxford or Cam- 
ibridge : but the Doctor was forced to recall him to 
!Dublin, and had friends in our university to send him 
there, where he has been chosen of the foundation ; 
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and, I think^ has gotten - an exhibition, and designi 
•to stand foi^a fellowship. 

The Doctoir had a good chnrch living, in the 
south parts of Ireland, given him by lord Carteret ; 
who, being very learned hiniself, encourages it in 
others. A friend of the Doctor's- prevailed on his 
-excellency to grant it. I'he living was well worth 
1504. per annum. He changed it very soon for that 
of Dunboyn ; which, 6y the knavery of the farmen 
and power of the gentlemen, fell so very low, that 
Jie could never get 80I. He then changed that liv- 
ing for the free school of Cavan, where he might have 
lived well, in so cheap a country, on 80K salary per 
'annum, beside his scholars : but the aif^ he said» 
was too moist and uQwhoIesome,^md he could not 
hesLT the company of some persons in that neighbour* 
liood. Upon this be sold the school for about 400L 
spent the money, grew into <lisease, and died. 

It would be very honourable, as well as just, in 
those many persons of quality and fortune, who had 
the advantage of being educated under Dr. Sheridan^ 
if they would please to erect 'some decent monumest 
<»vcr his body, in the church where it is deposited* 
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THE HISTORY 

or 

THE SECOND SOLOMONV 1729. 

[*«* Afler the affectionate manner in which the Dean had 
treated the memory of Dr. Sheridan in the preceding Character 
ttiere can be no need of any apology for the jeti <t esprit henp 
preserved. It was originally published in 1775 by Deane Swift, 
esq.; but was omitted in the volumes ediied by the late Dr. 
Sheridan, who seems to have avoided, as much as he' could, to 
insert the pleasantries, however harmless, whiclv Swift had 
directed against his kther, Dr. Sheridan. One obnoxious 
passage, however, respecting the Doctor*s wife, wc hold it a 
duty still to suppress. N.] 



HE became acquainted with a person distinguished 
for poetical and other wridn^s, and in an eminent 
station, who treated him witn sreat kindness on all 
occasions, and he became fstmiUar in this person*s 
house f. Ih three months time, Solomon, without 
the least provocation, writ a long poem, describing 
that persoji's Muse to be dead, and making a funeral 
solemnity with asses, owls, &c. and gave the copy 
among all his acquaintance. 

Salomon became acquainted with a- most deserving 
lady, an intimate friend of the above person J, who 
entertained him also as she would a brother ; and, 
upon giving him a little good advice, in the most de* 
cent manner, with relation to his wife, he told her, 
** She was like oilier women, as bad as she was ; 
and that they were all alike.*' 

• Dr. Sheridan.' D. S. f Dean Swift. D^S. % Stella. D. S. 
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Solomon has no ill design upon any person but 
himself, and he is the greatest deceiver of himself oa 
all occasions. 

His thoughts are sudden, and the most unreason- 
able always comes uppermost ; and he constantly^ 
resolves and acts upon his first thoughts, and thea 
asks advice, but never once before. 

The person abovementioned, whom he lampooned 
in three months after their acquaintance, procured 
him a good preferment from the lord lieutenant • : 
upon going down to take possession, Solomon preach- 
ed, at Corkc, a sermon on king George's birth-day, 
on this text, ^* Sufficient to the day is the evil 
thereof." Soiomon having been famous for a high 
lory, and suspected as a jacobite, it was a most 
dimcult thing to get any thing for him : but that per- 
son, being an old friend of lord Carteret, prevailed 
against all Solomon's enemies, and got him made 
likewise one of his excelkoQy's chaplains. But, upon 
this sermon, he was struck out of the list, and forbid 
th^ castle^ until that same person brought hinl again 
to the lieutenant, and made. them friends. 

A fancy sprung in Solomon's head, that a house 
near Dublin would be commodious for bim and his 
boarders, to lodge in on Saturdays and Sundays : 
Immediately, without consulting with any creature, 
he takes a' lease of a rotten house at Rathfacnanai the 
worst air in Ireland, for nine hundred and nincty^n^ 
years, at twelve pounds a year ; the land, which 
was only a. strip of ground, not being wofth twenty 
shillings a year. VVhen the s^me person whom Im; 
lampooned heard the thingi^ ho begged Solomon to gel 
a clause to surrender, and at Is^t prevailed to haire ic 
done after twenty-one years ; because it was a inad«» 
ness to pay eleven pounds a year, fox a tkQiisft94 
years, for a house that could not ladt. twenty.. But 
Solomon made an agreement v^th his. landlady,, liM 
* honX Carteret^ p. S. 
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be should be at liberty to. surrender his leaie iri seven 
years ; and, if he did not do it at that time, (hou)d' 
be obliged to keep it for nine hundred and ninety* 
nine years. In the mean time, he expends about one 
hundred pounds on the house and garden wall ; and 
in less than three years, contracts such a hatred to 
the house, that he lets it run to ruin : so that, wheit 
the seven years were expired, he must either take it 
for the remainder of the nine hundred ninefej'^-nine 
years, or be sued for waste, and lose all the moneys 
he laid out : and now he pays twelve pounds a ycar 
for a place he never sees. 

Solomon has an estate of about thirty-five pounds 

per anminiy in the county of Cavan; upon which, 

instead of, ever receiving one j)enny rent, he hath ex- 

. pended above thirty pounds per annum in buildings 

;ind plantations^ which are all gone to ruin. 

Sofomon is under tenant to a bishop's lease ; he is 
bound by articles- to his lordship to renew and pay a 
fine, whenever the bishop renews with his landlord, 
and^b raise his rent as the landlord shall raise it to liie 
bishop. . Seven years . expire : Solomon's landlord 
demands a line, which he readily pays ; then asks for 
a lease : the landlord says, *' He may have it at any 
time.*' He never gets it. Another seven year* 
elapse: Solomon's landlord demands another fine, 
and an addition;il rent : Solomon pays both ;. asks to 
have his lease renewed : the steward answers, «' He 
will speak to his master." Seventeen years are 
elapsed ; the landlord sends Solomon word, '* That 
bis lease is forfeited, because he hath not renewed' 
and paid his fines according to articles;" and now 
they are at law, upon this admirable case. 

it. is Splouion'^ great happiness, that, whpn he 
acts in the common concerns of life against common' 
sense and reason, he valuer himself thereupon as if it 
\yere-ihe mark of great genius, above little regards err 
arts, and that his thoughts are too exalted to descend 
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into the knowledge of vulgar management; and 
you cannot make him a greater compliment than 
by telling instances to the company, before his face, 
how carelesg he was in any affair that related to his 
interest and fortune* 

He is extremely proud and captious^ apt to resent 
as an affront and indignity what was never intended 
for either. 

He is allured as easily by every new acquaintance, 
especially among women, as a child is by a new play- 
thing; and is led at will by them to suspect and 
quarrel with his best friends, of whom he hath lost 
the greatest part, for want of that indulgence which 
they ought to allow for his failings. 

He is a generous, honest, good-natured man ; but 
his perpetual want of judgment and discretion makes 
him act as if he were neither generous, honest, nor 
good-natured. 

The person abovementtoned, whom he lampooned, 
and to whom he owes preferment, being in the 
amntry and out of order; Solomon had appointed to 
come for him with a chaise, and bfing him to town. 
Solomon sent him ^ord that he was to set out on 
Monday, and did accordingly, but to another part 
of the kingdom, thirty miles wide of the place ap- 
pointed, in compliment to a lady who was going that 
way ; there staid, with her and her family, a month ; 
then sent the chaise, in the midst of winter, to bring 
the said person where Solomon would meet bim, 
declaring, he could not venture himself for fear of the 
frost : and, upon the said person *s refusing to go in 
the chaise alone, or to trust to Solomon's appointment, 
and being in ill health, Solomon fell into a formal 
quarrel with that person, and foully misrepresented 
the whole aft^isiir, to juftif'y himself. 

Solomon had published a humorous ballad, called 
*f BallyspcJlin*,*' whither he had gone to drink the 
* Printed in the £;iev«^th Volume. ^. 
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waters, 'With a new favourite lady. The ballad was 
jn the ma^nnei: of Mr. Gay's on MoU^ Mogg, pre- 
tending to contain all the rhymes of Ballyspellin. 
.His faend, the person so often mentioned, being at 
a gentlelnan's house in tbe neighbiourhood, and merry 
over Solomon's ballad, they agreed to make another, 
in dispraise of Ballyspellin-wells, which Solomon 
had celebrated, and with all new rhymes, not made 
use of in Solomon's. The tbtng was done *, and all 
in a mere jest and innocent merriment. Yet Solo* 
mon was prevailed upon, by the lady he went with, 
to resent this as an affront on her and himself ; which 
fie did accordingly, against all the rules of reason, 
taste, good-nature, judgment, gratitude, or common 
manners. 

He will invite six or more people of condition to 
dine with him on a certain day, some of them living 
five or six miles from town. On the day appointed, 
he will be absent, and know nothing of the matter, 
and they all go back disappointed : when he is told 
of this, he is pleased, because it shews him to be a 
genius and a man of learning. 

Having lain many -years under the obloquy of a 
high tory and Jacobite, upon the present queen's 
birth-day he writ a song, to be performed before the 
government and those who attended ttiem, in praise 
of the queen and king, on the common topicks of 
her beauty, wit, family, love of England^ and all 
other virtues, wherein the king and the royal chil- 
dren were sharers. It was very hard to avoid the 
common topicks. A young collegian, who had 
done the same job the year before, got some reputa- 
tion on account of his wit. Solomon would needs 
vie with him, by which he lost. all the esteem of 
his old friends the tones, and got not the least interest 
with the whigs • for they are now too strong to want 

• printed also in the Eleventh Voluine. N, 
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advocates of that kind; and therefore oiie of the 
lords justices, reading the verses in some company, 
said, ** Ah! Doctor, this shall not do/' His name 
\ras at length in the title-page ; and he £d this 
without the knowledge or advice of one living soul, 
as he himself confesseth. 

. His full conviction of having acted wrong in an 
hundred inKances, leaves him as positive in the next 
instance aiif he had never been mistaken in his life : 
«nd if you ^ to him the next day, and find him 
convinced i«i the last, he hath another instance 
ready, wherein he is as positive as he was the da/ 
tefore* 
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ADVERTISEMENT, FOR THE HONOUR, 
OF THj: KINGDOM OF IRELAND, 1738. 



. THIS 18 tp inform. t^P pubUck, tljat agentlemaa 
of iQpg. «JtM4y> 'ol?8erydtipn^..find: eKpericnce, hath 
e.«^p)f>y^4 b*"l^^^f fof Wyo?ftl -years in making collec- 
tions of Tacts, relating to the conduct of diyiijes, 
physicians, lawyers, soldiers, merchants, traders, 
arid- sq ui ris j con tai n wg ■ tiri • hmoticil acco u n t of the 
most' •retn'ifkab'le' corrapti6%*s, frfLuds, oppressions-, 
knaffcfries, an^ perjimcs; t<4»eretn the names of tht6 
perto^s^concern^ ^halllje inserted at full length, with 
sofhtf Account" 6fi:hcir families and stations.- -' ' 

But whereas tjie said gentleman cannot complete 
his history without some assistance from the jpMblicli^ 
he humbly desires, that all persons, who have any 
memoirs, or accounts, relating to themselves, their 
families, their friends, or acquaintance, which are 
well attested, and fit to enrich the work, will please 
to send them to the printer of this advertisement : 
and if any of the said persons, who are disposed to 
send materials, happen to live in the country, it is 
desired their letters may be either franked, or tho 
post paid. 

This collection is to commence with the year 1700, 
and be continued to the present year 1738. The 
•work is to be entitled, '« The Author's Critical 
•History of his own Times." 

, It is intended to be printed by subscription, in a 
large octavo; each volume to contain five hundred 
facts, and to be sold for a British crown ; the author 
proposeth that the whole work (which will take in 
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the period of thlny-cight yca») shall be contained m 
eighteen volumes. 

Whoever shall tend the author any accounts of 
persons, who have performed any acts of justice, 
chanty, flublick spirit, gratitude, fidelity, or the 
like, attested by indubitable witnesess within the 
same period ; the said facts shall be printed by way 
of appendix at the end of each, volume, and no ad- 
dition to the price of the work demanded. But, 
lest such persons may apprebend that the relating of 
tliese facts tntty be injurious to their reputations, 
their names shall not be W dbvrn without particular 
cHrection. \^*' 

N.B«' There will be^,a sn^iQijiniber. printed on 
toy^l p^r for the .carious, at opiy two .Bii^ish 
Cf9^i99i» There wiUials^ be the effigies of th^ most 
(5mi.ne)[tt persons mentioned jn this ji^ror^, prefixed to 
each volume, c«riously engraved by .Mf* Hp^rth> 

Subscriptions are taken in by the printer hertof, 
tni by ^e booksellers of London and 0ubl;i^. . 
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Y 

- ^ ' : A LitTER, 

GIVING AN AOCOUMT OF A PESTILENT HEIQHBOUR. 



. YOU mu$t :glvQ,me> Ifsave io ooiupkin cf ^ pes(i>* 
fymi :£sl]pw; vA mf .nrigbbourkood, *wfao isr: akrm 
b4iiti9gi iwr^r^ 'y^t { eatun^Ufmd.heiever builda In 
t^lkingi W U8^ wQh hani nverds^ tba^ I wsnt k 
druggfiripfin, |» int^rpfct < them. • But all is net gold. 
WAt '^iiticrSf A :p9t kstmrrim^^ most houses where 
liA vtalai.* He .malices, hk- prfntiGe his gaUe^^:^^ 
1 MTish our ia^ wcre^/wrtgroi^ of him. Yet he pre* 
tfiod^ \o iK^c^tdkl man.; £TCly tpriitg <his shop ia 
Cfe;wMi\>'yifith eottiltr}*^-folk9 ; who,^ bjr their katet^ 
111 wf* 0piolo9».lieip himi'to do:a great ideal of mis* 
^ief. I^e^asr f^ of *f:rupki% and ao yeiy Htigiooa, 
lip^t )atjik& bilk aeainst all his acquaintances ; anil 
4^^p^ he late much tiouhledr with ihit simples^ yet I 
gasuK^ yf>a be is a jemtkml dsg ; as you may know 
i^y h\^\^k. Of all poeuy ha Ip^et the dtwn-^i^i 
Ji^st.<. Iffaa^&Ci 

« i : , • • : 
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A LETTER TttTHE f ^R?. OF PEMBROKE. 

MY LOKD9 1709', «» « conjecture. 

IT is now a good while since I resolved to take 
some occasions of congratulating with your lQf<}shipy 
and condoling with the publick, upon your lordship*s 
kiarifig ihe. iadmindty t ^^^ I th<Aight -f 0€iuM i^eyer 
eK0O^a?beiiiter/tiph«v ^ao^wlieyfil um i^tf ttKMloilntry 
with jriy iolrdtobo^ ofUCioeti^r^ 4njd lii^bfotb^rthe 
dodSar.; foe w£ pMend ta^itihirkthmte'ttf ^ iMJinble 
idmnts and'trufeadmii«r»:|>f ^111*' k>t>dsbi))r' f^ ^ 
you have in both isdaEDdt* vvl^ou invay call the«#i aVi*/-^ 
vnrokiatei for^ if y&u please to^i^tt^/z; they^p^tPM 
with the? b6t, .and are of the.fim'^^fl3»rV*hdojgW=.thfcy 
aire ,ndl m«it ^. witrr ^t men of thr cbui«h« ' Td^ say 
the truth, it wasa pity your? iprdshlp should!^ «or^ 
fined to theiW> when yDuaft^^ot ii>)d^bti< ThjtWgh 
your, lordship k «a«^ avan^ yoti !»«' nbt^jif/iX-rn^t 
«ver:wiU be^ since nothing is out, of your l^^slij^ 
fltpth. Dr. Ashe • Bays, ii is but jusfiee' «hat yot&r 
fovdshipt, who is a jttfOi ^eilotterSi shofilld be pueed 
I3|>0n the patiMoJSeg ; . and |ny : lpr4 b?shop adds^ that 
he hopes to see your lordship tossed from that pMt ti 
be a piUar of state again ; which he desired I would 
put in by way oipostcriptp I am* my lord^ &c. 
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A LETTER Tb THE ^ARL OF PEMBR€»:E«; 

Pretended to be the dying speech df Tom A^he, 
whose brother, the Keverend piUon . A^c, wa» 
nicknamed Dilly f* 

[Given to Dr. Monscy by Sir Andrew Fountaine; 
^nd communicated to Mr. Define Swift by that in- 
; genlous, learned^ and very obliginj^ gentleman.] 



TOM ASHE died last nighU It is conceii^ b< 
was $Q puffed up by my lord lieutenant's^vo»r, that 
it struck him into a fever, 1 here send you his d^ing 
speechy a^ it W4S' exactly taken by a friend in shorts 

* See. Journal to SteUa, June 29, 17 1 X. N. 

i* T homas Ajshe, esq. descended from an. antient family ^ 
tliat name iii Wiltshire^'w^ a gentleman of fortune in }re]iind> 
Hft was a facetious pleasant companion, but the most eternal 
mifrearied punster that €v^ lived. He was thick arid short in 
^is prison, being not above &r4 feet h^h at the moA, and had 
something very droll in his. appearanp6. fie iieA about thd 
year 1719, anil left his ^t^le estate^ of aboujt a tbpusajiid poundf 
a . year, to his intimate friend and kinsman Richard Ashe,, o^ 
Ashfidd, esq. There is a whiinsical storv, anil a very true one^ 
ef Tom Aihe, which is-vreH remembered to this day. It hap<«^ 
|»ene4« tliat, while, he nas tr^m^Hiag on horseback, and at a 
considerable distance from any town, there burst from the 
<:loudsstich:a.^orreat 0|f rain as ^^ted him through. Hegal^ 
loped forward J and, as sooii as he came to an inn, he was met 
instantly by a drawer ; " Here/' said he to the fellow, stretch* 
Ing out one of his arras, " take off my coJLt immediately." 
** No, Sir," I won't," said the drawer. " Pox, ^conf^uu^ 
you,'» said Ashe, " take off my coal this instant." " No* 
sir," replied the drawer, "I dare not take off your <mP^ 
i^r it is feUujr to strip an «A»a.*' Tom ^vas delightsci* beyoa^ 



^86 THE DYma spebck 

hand. It is something long, and a little incohereni ; 
but be was several hours in ddiveriag it, and with 
serera] intervals. His friends were aboot the bed, 
amd he spoke to them thus : 

." MY FRIENDS, 

It is time fi)r a nqan to look graott v/htxk he has 
one foot there. I once had only a jnaimc. fear of 
death; but of late I have picmlered it more seriously. 
Every fit of eoffing hath put me in mind of my a^ ; 
though dissolute men seldomest think ^ of dissolution. 
This is a very great alteration : J, that supported my- 
self Ivith good toine^ must now be myself supported 
by a smidl bier. A fortune-teller once looked on my 
hand, and said, this nian is to be a great traveller ; 
he will soon be at the diet of Worms ^ and from thence 
go to BatisBone. ' Biit now Tunderstand his double 
meaning. I desire to be privately buried^ for I think 
a publick funeral looks like Bury fair ; and the rites 
Ot the dead too often prove wrmg to the living. Me- 
thinks the word itself best expresses the number, 
neither ^^iwr allj A dyiftg' nian should not think 
of 'obsequies^ but ob se guies. Little did I think you 
would so soon see poor Tom stown under a tombstone* 
But as the mole crumbles the mold about her, so a 
ynan of small mold^ befose I am M^ may molder away. 
Sometimes I've rav*d that 1 should revive ; but phy- 
sicians tell lific, that when oncci the great artery has 
drawn the heart awiy^ we shall find the cor di aUy in 
spite of all the highest cor^ia/.-^Brother, you are fond 
of Z><j^'< elixir ; but w^hen death xbmes, the world 

measure, frequenfly told the story, and said hfe would haTC 
^iVftn fifty guinejs to have been the author of that pun. This 
Jittlc tract of Dr. Swift's, entitle^,, " "The Dying Words of 
Tom Ashe," was written SjBveral years before the decease of 
Tom, and was merely designed to exhibit the rhatiner ill whicl^ 
such an eternal punster might* h^ve expressed Jiimsel/ ou his 
^tathbftd, p,S, ^ • 
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will sec that, in spite of Dqfy^ down DiUy •. What-k 
ever doctors may design by their medkhei^ a man in a 
dropsif dropi he not, in spite of Goddard's dnops^ 
though none are reckoned such high drops f^^l find 
death smells the blood of au Englishman : a fee 
faintly ^^ibled out will be a' weak defence against' 
his fee-fa-fum. P. T. are no letters in death's a/« 
phalct ; he has not half a hit of either : he moves his 
sithe^ but will not be moved by all our sighs. Every 
thing ought to put us in mind of death : Physicians 
affirm, that our very food breeds it. in us; sothat^ in 
our dieting^ we may be said to die eating. There is 
something ominous, not only in the names of dis- 
eases, as ^/-arrhoea, <//-abetes, i//-sentry ; but even in 
the drugs designed to preserve our lives ; as d/-aco- 
dium, ^/-afiente, e/i-ascordium. I perceive Dr. Haw 
ard (and I feel h(no 4iard) lay thumb on mv ptdse^ 
then ptdls it back, as if he saw leihum in my race. I 
see as bad in his ; for sure there is no physick like' a 
sich phiz, . He thinks I shall decease before the day 
cease ; but before I die, before the bell hath toll'df and 
Tom Tollman is told that little Tom, though not old, has 
paid nature's toll, I do desire to give some advice to. 
those that survive me. First, Let gamesters consider 
that death is hazard and passage 9 upon' the turn of a 
a:e. Let lawyers consider it is a hard case. And let 
punners consider how hard it is to ^ie Jesting, when' 
death is so hard in digesting 4 

As for my lord lieutenant the earl o£ fifungo^merry^* 
I am sure he be-tsales my misfortune ; and it wo4lld 
move him to stand by, when tlie carpeater (while my* 
friends grieve and make an odd splutter J nails up my 
coffin. I will make a short a^ddvi'4, th&t if hc' 
makes ray epiiaph^ I will take it for a great honour;' 
and it is a plentiful subject. His excellency may 
•4y, that the art>of punning is dead with Tom* Tom 

* A nickname of Tom Ashe's brother. D. S. 
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has nken ail puos away with hhn, Otknt iuUt fi^tm 
Toiw.-^May his excellency long kxit ieimnt to the 
queen in Ireland! We never Herberd so good a 

fovernor before, Sai* he fnttn-gtHwicrrjr home, that 
as made a kingdom so happy* I hear my friends 
design to publish a collection of my puns. Now I do 
contess, 1 have let many a pun go^ which did never 
pung9 : therefore the world must read the bad as well 
as the good. Virgil has long foretold it: Pt^^ 
maia ieg€$* I have had several forebodings that I 
should soon. die; I have late been often at com* 
mittees, where I have $at de die in diem. • I conversed 
much with the usher of the Mack rod : I saw his m^ 
dais laoid woe is me dull soul, not to consider they 
are but dead men's faces stamped tfoer and awr by the 
living, which will shortly be my condition. 

Tell Sir Andrew Fovntainey I rsm clear to the bcitfrm^ 
and wish he may be a late a river where 1 am going. 
He used to drook compliments. May his sand be 
long a running ; not ijuick s/fndf like mine ! .Bid him. 
avoid j»oW»^ upon monuments and books; which is. 
in reality but ruftnivg among rocks and s/j^lves^ to stop 
his course. May his icaters never be troubled with fnud 
or gravely nor stopped by any grifidiffg stone / May 
his friends be uU true trouts., and his enemies laid as 
flat AS jfiounders / 1 look upon him as the mbst^ueA^ 
o^ his race ; therefore let him not dttpond. 1 foresee 
his black rod will advance to a pike, and destroy ;^1. 
our il/s. 

But I am going ; -my wind in lungs is turning to a. 
minding sheet. The thoughts of a pall begin to apalt' 
me. . Life is but a vtipourt car elle va petft ia. moindre 
cause. Farevv dl ; I have lived ad amicoram fastidinm^, 
and now behold how/<w/ 1 di urn/** 

Here his breath failed him, and be expired. There 
are tome faUe spellings liere and these; butthcy miet 
he pardoned in a dying man. 

v.. _ , • • 
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A LETTER TO THE KING AT ARMS. . 

[from a R£PUT£D ESQUIRE, ONE OF THE SUBSCRl« 
£RS TO THE BANRk] 

SIR, ' November IS, \72i . 

IN a late printed paper, containing some notes and 
iqueries upon that list of the ^bscribers names which 
^vas published by order of the commissioners for re- 
ceiving subscriptions, I find some hints and innuen- 
does that would seem to insinuate, as if I and some 
others were only reputed esquires; and our case, is re- 
ferred to you, in your kingly capacity, I desire you 
■will please to let me know the lowest price pi' a real 
«squire*s coat of arms : and if we can agree, I wili 

five ray bond to pay you out of the first intereiRt 
receive for my subscription ; because things are a 
little low with me at present, by throwing my whole 
fortune into the bank, having subscribed for five 
hundred pounds sterling. 

I hope you will not question my pretensions to 
this title, when I let you know that my godfather: 
was a justice of peace, and I myself have been often 
.a keeper of it. My father was a lca<ier and com- 
mander of horjse, in which post he ro<le befpre the 
greatest lords of the land ; and, in long marches, be 
alone* presided over the baggage, advancing directly 
before it. My mother kept open, house in Dubh'u, 
where several hundreds were supported with meat 
«nd drink, bougkt at her own charge, or with her 
personal credit, until some envious brewers ml 
butchers forced her to retire. 

As to myself, I have been for several years a fooU 
cfficer ; and it was my charge to guan;! the cai fij*j;e*, 
behind which I wa5 commanded to stick close, that 
f bey might not be attacked in the re^r. I have ks^i 

yoL. xiii. ' ' c c 
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the honour to be a favorite of several fine ladicsfj 
who each of them, at difir'erent times, gave me such 
coloured knots and publick marks ot disti notion , 
that every one knew which of them it was to whom 
1 paid my address. They would not go into thei/ 
coach without me, nor willingly drink unless I gave 
them the glass with my own hand. They allowed 
me to call them my mistresses, and owned that title 
publickly : 1 have been told, that the true ancient 
employment of a squire was to carry a knight's shield, 
painted with his colours and coat of arms. This is 
what I have witnesses to produce that i have often 
done; not indeed in a shldd, like my predecessors, 
but that which is full as good, 1 have carried the 
colours of a knight upon my coat. I have likewise 
born the king's arms in my hand, as a mark of au- 
, thority ; and hung them painted bcfoie my dwelling- 
house, as a mark of ray callings so that I may 
•truly say, his majesty's arms have been my sup- 
porters. I have been a strict ^nd constant follower 
of men of quality. 1 have diligently pursued the 
^»ieps of several scjuires, and am able to behave ray- 
self as welt as the best of them, whenever there shall 
be occasion. 

I desire it may be no disadvantage to me, that, by 
the new act of parliamcnr going to pass for preserve 
ing the game, I am not yet qualified to keep a grey- 
houml. If this should be the test of squirehood, it 
will go hard \Vith a great number of ray fraternity, 
as v^eil as myself, who must all be unsquired, because 
a greyhound will not be allowed to keep us com- 
pany ; and it is well known 1 have been a compa- 
nion to his betters. What has a greyhound to do 
with a squireship? might not i be a real squire, at- 
thoucrh there was no such thing as a greyhound in the 
world •? Pray tell me, sir, arc greyhounds to be from 
henceforth the supporters of every squire's coat of 
:armsi ftlthoagh I cannot k«ep a greyhound, may 
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not a greyhound help to keep me ? may not I havC 
an order from the governors of the bank to keep a 
greyhound, tvith a non obstante to the act of parlia- 
ment, as well as they have created a bank against 
the votes of the two houses ? but, however, this difr 
ficulty will soon be Overcome. I am promised J25/. 
a year for subscribing ;oo/. ; and, of this 500I. I am 
to pay in only 25/. ready money : the governors will 
trust me for the rest, and pay themselves out of the 
interest by 25/. per cent. So that I intend to receive 
Only 40^. a year, to qualify fne for keeping my family 
and a greyhound, and let the remaining 85/. go on 
till it makes 500/. then 1000/. then 10,000/. then 
xoo,ooo/. then a fnillion, and so forward. This, I 
think, is -much better (betwixt you and me) than 
keeping^ fairs, and buying and selling bullocks; by 
which 1 find, from experience, that little is to be 
gotten in these hard times. 1 am, sir, 

Your friend, and servant to command, 

A. B. Esquire. 

Postscript. I hope you will favourably represent 
my case to the publisher of the papei* abovemen- 
tioned. 

Direct your letter for A. B. Esquire, at -= , ii^ 

— — ; and pray get some parliament-man to frank 
it, fdr it will cost a groat postage to this place. 
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A LETTER TO MRS. SUSANNAH NE- 
VILLE*. 



X 



MADAM, June 24^ 1732. 

1 WILL not trouble you with any grave taphicks^ 
lc5t I should discvrmode you ; but rather write in a 
crtniliar znA jocosious way. 

You must know then, I was the other night at 
Ml 9. Tattle's, and Mrs. Rattle came in to drink some 
jorklit with us, upon which they fell into a nar^ment 
about the best mvslc'ioners in town. At last, Rattle 
cold Tattle, that she did not know the difrence between 
a song and a tynrpnny* They were going to defer the 
matter to nne ; but I said that, when people disputed, 
it was my way always to stand muter. You would 
have thought they were both intosticaied with liquor, 
if you had seen theoi so full of outrageousness. 
However, Mrs. Tattle, as being a very timdcrsome 
woman, yielded to Kiittle, a»nd there was an end of 
the dispuftwcfit ^ I wonder you do not honour me 
soinetimes with J'our company. If I myself be no 
viiroducetot-af^ my- garden, which has a fine ruval 
look, ought to be one. My Tommy would be glad 
to see you before he goes for England, and so would 
I ; for I am resolved to take the ieucr of London 
before I jcturn. We intend to go to Norfolk or 
Suffolk, to see a clergyman, a near cousin of ours. 
They say that he is an ad?mral good man, and very 
horifdal in his own house. I am dettmCd^ when this 
xt^e is over, never to set my foot in a stagecoach 

♦ This letter is fictitious, and was written by Dr. Sheiidan. 
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again ; for the jolting ef it has put my blood into 
such 2ifinfmment^ that I have been in an ego evci 
since, and have lost tny nappetite to such a degree 
that I have not eaten a tuanston of br^ad put all 
together these six weeks past. They allow mc to 
eat nothing at night but blanchms wanshms^ which 
has made a perfect notomy of me ; and my spirits are 
so extorted i that I am in a perfect Utvrgi/ ; for which 
i am resolved to take some rubv'tcky although the 
doctors advise me to drink burgonur* And what do 
you think ? when I went to my cclUir for a Hask, 1 
found that my servants had imbtilis/ied it all : fo^ 
which I am resolved to give them some hippocockent/ to 
bring it up again. — I fear that 1 have been too turbu- 
lent in this long and tedious crawt ; which I hope you 
will excuse from, your very humble servant. ' 

Mary Howe. 
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THE DRAPIER'S LETTER TO THE GOOD 
PEOPLE OF IRELAND, 1745. 



MY DXAR COUNTRYMEN, 

IT is now some considerable time since I troubled 
you with ray advice * ; and, as 1 am growing old and 
^nfirra, I was in good hopes to have been quietly 
laid in my grave, oeforc any occasion offered of ad- 
dressing you again : but. ray affection for you, which 
does not decay, though my poor body does, obliges 
me once, more to put you in mind of your true in- 
terests, that you may not unwarily run youiselvcs 
into danger and distress, for want of understanding, 
or seriously considering it. 

1 have many leasons to believe, that there are not 
few among you, who secretly rejoice at the rebellion 
"which is now raised in Scotland ; and perhaps con- 
ceive hopes of some alteration for the better, in their 
circumstances and condit-on, if it should succeed. 
It is those mistaken people whom 1 design to talk to 

♦ It is iferv manifest that this letter was not written by the 
.Dean; but, as it was at the time intended to be considcrtd as 
his, and on that supposition had actually a good effect, it is here 
preserved as a curiosity. " The reader may see its history in the 
following extract from Dr. Maty's Memoirs of Lord Ciies- 
terfield. " Dean Swift was still alive, when lord Chesterfield 
arrived [In Ireland, in tlje character of lord lieutenant.] but re- 
duced to a state of total dotage and insensibility, which one 
month after ended in his death. This short interval was laid 
hold of, to publish imder his name a new letter of a Drapierto 
the good peopje of Ireland, and {particularly to the poor papists- 
It was so much in the Dean's style, and was so greedily re- 
ceived, that it went through a variety of editions in a month's 
time. Indeed the many strokes of wit and humour that it con- 
tained, would induce me to suspect that his lordship had soma 
»liar«* in it.*' N. 
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ih this letter, anelp 1 desire do more of them than to 
give me a fair hearing ; examining coolly with them- 
selves, whether what I shall say be true. 

It is no objection to my speaking to them, that 
they arc generally papists. I do not know how other 
people ate disposed ; but, lor my part, \ hate no 
man for his religion ; I look upon a papist as my 
countryman and neighbour, though I happen myst-lf 
to be a protestajit. And, if I know what advice is 
good- for him^ lM:an fee no reason why I should not 
give' it him, or why he should not tak« it. 

A. papist has sense, I suppose, like other men, to 
see his interest and advantage.; and the same natural 
desire to embrace it where he finds it; and, it* I 
can show him where it lies, he will not, 1 believe, 
kick it from him, barely to spite me as a protestant. 

I hafe nothing to say to the popish gentry of this 
kingdom. They would hardly take such a plain 
man's advice ; and, besides, they have so niany 
ways of coming off safe ^themselves, though th«| 
poor people were undone, that 1 need not be con- 
cerned for. them. 

My care is for the common people, the labourers, 
farmers, artificers, and tradesmen, of this nation ; 
who are in danger of being deluded by their betters, 
and made tools of to serve their purposes, without 
any advantage to themselves. It is possible, that, 
Among the lords and squires, one perhaps of a hun- 
dred would get something by a change : places and 
employments will be promised them, no doubt ; and 
a few of those promises, perhaps, the French and 
Scotch friends of the pretender might give him leave 
to keep. Hut what are the poorer sort the better ail 
this while ? Will the labourer get one farthing a day 
more ? Will the farmer's rent be lowered ? Will 
the artificer be more employed, or better paid? 
W}W the , tmdesman get . more customers, or hav« 
fewer scores upon his books ? r^^^^i^ 
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I have beeh bred in a careful waf of life ; and 
never ventured upon any project, without consulting 
my pillow first how much I should be a gainer in the 
upshot. I wish my good 'countrymen would do so 
too ; and, before they grow fond of change, ask 
themselves this sober question, Whether it would ' 
better their condition if it were really brought about ? 
If it would not, to what purpose do we wish it ? If 
the poor labourer, when all is over» is to be a la- 
bourer still, and earn his groat t dtf as hardly as he 
did before ; I cannot find why he should think it 
worth his while to venture a leg or an arm, and the 
gallows too into the bargain, to be just where he set 
out. If he must dig and delve when the pretender is 
settled on the throne, he had as good stick to it now^ 
for any difference I can see. 

I believe, my countrymen arc not so mad as to 
imagine the pretender can, or will, give every one of 
them estates; and I am sute, if he does not, they 
can be only where they were. If a farmer must pay 
his rent, I see no reason that he should be much 
concerned whether he pays it to one man or to an-* 
other. His popish landlord will, I suppose, demand 
it as soon and as strictly as a protestant ; and, if he 
does not pay it, poutid his cattle, or distrain his 
goods, as readily at least. 

I have not observed that tenants to popish land- 
Ibrds wear tighter clothes, ride better cattle, or spend 
more money at markets and fairs, than the tenants on 
protestant estates ; therefore I cannot believe they 
are better used : on th^ contrary, I knotv, from long 
experience, that there is more money taken in my 
shop from the latter than the former ; and therefore 
I suppose that, generally speaking, they are in bettef 
circumstances. I could wish all of them had better 
bargains ; but, since they will not be mended by the 
best success that their own hearts could wish to tte 
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pretender, they may as well be quiet » and make the 
beet of such as they have already. 

There is not a niore foolish trade than fighting for 
nothing ; and I hope ray good countrymen will be 
too wise to be persuaded into it. Fin* speeches and 
fair promises will not be wanting, to delude them ; 
but let them remember the warning I now give them, 
that, when all is over, the very best that can befal 
them is, to have their labour for their pains. 

J doubt not but you are told, " that you will all be 
made;" and I do not expcQt that you should take 
xny word to ^he contrary. I desire only, that you 
would trust the understanding God has given you> 
and not be fooled out of your senses. Will the ma- 
nufacturer be madft, by an entire stop to business ? 
or the tradesman, by being obliged to shut up 
fliop ? And yet you all must know, that, in a civil 
war, no work can be carried on, nor any trade ga 
forward. I hope you are not yet so stupid as to think 
that people will build houses, buy rich furniture, or 
make up fine clothes, when we are all together by the 
cars, and nobody can tell to whose share they will 
fall at last. And if there be no buyers, you can have 
no employers. Merchants will no,t stock themselves 
■with goods when there is no demand for them, to 
have their shops rifled, and their storehauscs brokea 
open and plundered, by one side or the other. 

[ndeed, my good friends arid countrymen, let de- 
signing people say what they please, you will all be 
ruined in the struggle, let it end which way it will ; 
and it well deserves your thoughts, whether it is 
•worth your while to beggar yourselves and families,, 
that the man's name upon the throne may be James 
instead of George. You will probably see neither 
of them while you live, nor be one penny the richer 
for the one or for the other ; and, if you take my 
advice, you will accordingly not trouble your head* 
about them, ^ i 
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Yoa may think it a fint thing, when you get 
drunk over your ale, to throw up your caps and cfjr, 
** Long live king James I** but it would be a wiser 
thing, to think how you will live yourselves^ after 
,you are beggared in his cause. Will he make good ' 
your losses'* pay one man for the plundering of his 
warehouse, and another for the rifling of his shop ? 
Will he give you money, think ye, to release yout 
own and your wives* clothes which you must pawn 
for bread, because no woric is stirring ? Will he buy- 
new looms and tackle for you, because yours have 
been burnt and destroyed ? If you fancy so, you are 
strangely imposed upon indeed. He will have other 
things to do with his money; or, if he had any to 
8I)are, there will be hungry Frenchmen enough about 
him to snap it up before it comes to you. 

I will not say any thing to you about the dangeri 
you must run in tne course of a civil war, though 
they are very dreadful, and more horrid than you. 
can possibly imagine, because I cannot think that 
there is any need of it.' I have shown you very 
plainly, that, if you should be deluded to take arms, 
you nght for less than nothing, for the undoing of 
yourselves and families : and if this argument \vill 
tiot prevail upon you to be quiet, I can only pray fot 
you, that God will be pleased to restore you to the 
right use of your understandings. I am. 
Your old and faithful friend, 

THE DRAWER. 
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